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London Agency for American Libraries 


ALLEN SON, Ltd., 


EDWARD MANSIONS, 14 GRAPE STREET, 
SHAFTESBURY AVENUE, LONDON, W. 6. 


Special Notice to Librarians. 


British Catalogues of New and Old Books posted by every mall. 

Books sent by Mail, Parcel, or as Heavy Consignments. 

Advance Auction Catalogues of Rare Book Sales. 

Newspapers, Scientific Serials and Periodicals supplied promptly by mail 


thne in stocking their shelves. 
British published Books are becoming daily scarcer, owing mainly te 
the enormous increase ef Public Libraries, Wealthy Collectors, and 


the widely spreading demand for British published Books. 


The following opinion wus received from a Librarian: 


“ For some five or six and thirty years you have given us a service which 
in point of ‘intelligence, accuracy and promptness could not in my opinion be 
surpassed. We have never had octasion to cortect an account or to complain 
of delay. The various duties of collecting blue-books, pam hiets, continua- 
tions, rare books, etc., and of a and shipping, have komm discharged 
with energy, rapidity and eee, our advice hes always been sound and 
to our advantage; and I must d that my most cordial acknowledgment is 
due to you for your constant patience and mepicx | in the tasks I have so 
often gratuitously imposed on you—in re, case of pub ic men visiting London 
on requiring assistance and advice. Wishing you every success in your 

EDW. G. ALLEN believes that he may fairly claim te be a Benefactor 
te the Intellectual Life of America, having, during his long experience of 


Library Work, shipped to American Libraries over three million Books. 


1856-1907. 
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BERNARD QUARITCH, Bookseller 


Has Transferred His Business, Hitherto Carried on at 15 Piccadilly, t 


{1 Grafton Street, New Bond Street, London, W. 


The new premises are much more commodious and compact than those at Picca- 
dilly, and enable his large stock to be so classified that any student will be able to see 
at a glance the whole of the works on hand relating to any particular subject. 


BERNARD QUARITCH would draw attention to the fect that he deals not onlyin rare 
and costly books, but alsoin every description of works in general literature, science 
and the arts, and that he is at all times willing to undertake the very smallest commis- 


sions for customers. 


BERNARD QUARITCH has always made a special feature of trying to procure for 
customers any books they may require which may not be in stock, and his efforts in 
this important branch will be continued. 


Commissions for Auction Sa!es are faithfully executed, and BaRNARD QUARITCH 
is always ready to give customers his advice on this or any other subject connected 


with book collecting. 
BERNARD QUARITCH is always ready to | 


PURCHASE LIBRARIES 


small collections of books or single volumes. 
Catalogues are issued monthly and forwarded to all customers who desire them. 


BERNARD QUARITCH acts as agent to Learned Societies, Public Libraries and In- 
stitutions, both for the supply of books as well as for the sale of their publications. 


BERNARD QUARITCH is the Agent for the sale of the publications of the 


THE GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
and for the following Learned Societies :— 
SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES HAKLUYT SOCIETY 
AUSTRALIAN MUSEUM, SYDNEY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF CANADA 
EGYPTIAN EXPLORATION FUND PLAINSONG AND MEDIAVAL 
EGYPTIAN RESEARCH ACCOUNT MUSIC SOCIETY 
THE CAIRO MUSEUM 


BRITISH MUSEUM 


OF LONDON 


SELDEN SOCIETY 


A LIST OF THE PUBLICATIONS OF ANY OF THE ABOVE 
INSTITUTIONS WILL BE SENT UPON APPLICATION TO 


{1 Grafton Street, New Bond Street, London, W. 
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Book Stack for New York Public Library 


The Above Model Submitted by 
and Contract Awarded to 


THE SNEAD & CO. IRON WORKS, 
Foot of Pine Street, - Jersey City, N. J. 
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IN FIVE VOLUMES 


Sylvester's 
Maine Coast Romances 


Titles 
Casco Bay, 
Old York, 
Sokoki Trail, 
Pemaquid, 
Land of 

St. Castin 


By 
HERBERT M. SYLVESTER 
Of the Boston Bar 
A Story of the Lean Days 
From the Earliest Occupa- 


ILLUSTRATION FROM Vot. I. 


Over 700 Pen Drawings of Old Houses and Historic Places by the Author 


Style, De Luxe. 
Paper Label. 
Cameo plate paper. 


ABSOLUTELY _ ONLY 


Gilt Top. Uncut. 


No library is complete without it. It is an acqui- 
sition for the booklover or collector. 

The President of the Maine Historical and New 
England Genealogical and Historical Societics writes 
the introduction to this notable work —notable for its 
timeliness, historic accuracy, and inimitable style. 


* Profusely illustrated with pen-and-ink sketches 
by the author -for Mr. Sylvester is equally skilful 
with pen and pencil. Typographically, itis alla book 
should be, and as the edition is limited, it will be 
eagerly sought for by collectors.’ 

—Boston Transcript. 

**A story the student of history and the romanticist 
find worthy of careful attention.” 

— Boston Advertiser. 

**Rich in Maine lore.” —Seston Herald. 

*The work is most delightful in treatment; the 
style captivating —a mingling of history and romance 
in a masterly way." - Sanger Commercial. 

**In years to come when the searcher for tradition 
and for local color of romantic history shall seek a 
source of inspiration, he will go, we doubt not, to 
the fascinating volumes of Herber: Milton Sylvester, 
which are now being issued under the genera! title of 
* Maine Coast Romances.’ . Mr. sylvester is, 
we are quite sure, the one man in Maine to-day to 
whom this work could be trusted.” 

— Lewiston ( Me.) Journal. 


tion and Discovery to 1690 


Bound in Silk. Rubricated Title-page. 
614 inches. 
Printed from face type. 


925 COMPLETE SETS 


Extra wide margins. 


Kate Douglas Wiggin: 
“Delicate and charming 
stip."” 

Hon. William P. Frye: 
“I can commend it to the public without any 
hesitation.” 

Extract from a letter from 

General Joshua L. Chamberlain: 

* You give us history, notasa dry compilation, 
but as wholesome literature, with artistic form 
and color."’ 

Lieut. Com. Peary: 


“The missing link in the Pioneer Story of 
Maine.” 


literary workman- 


The work will be sent any Library for 
eramination upon app-ication. De- 
scriptive circular sent on application. 


Address 


Maine Coast Romance 
HARRISON, MAINE 
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Stronger Than 


PEER 


OU need a 
perfect binder 

for fastening 
loose leaves in 
books and maga- 
zines. We have it. 
Gaylord’s Peer- 


less Binderis made 
from extra 


strong rope fibre 
paper, stitched so 
that it allows the 
mended leaf to 
turn with perfect 
freedom. 

It is so thin that 
the mended portion 
is hardly notice- 
able, and so strong 
that it will wear 
longer than the 
rest of the book. 
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THAN CLOTH 


Book Paper 


Put up in rolls 
five yards long by 
one inch wide, and 
three yards long 


by two inches wide, 
in either Manilla 


or Russet color. 


— 
— 


1Roll - - $020 
3 Rolls - - 50 
6Rolls - - 90 


1 Doz. Rolls 1 50 
3 Doz. Rolls 4 25 
6 Doz. Rolls 8 00 
12 Doz. Rolls 15 00 


Postage or Express Prepaid 


Gaylord Bros. 


Library Supplies 


220 E. Washington St. 
SYRACUSE, N. Y. 
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LEATHER 


and all kinds. all ki and ail kiede. 


for 

Honest THE ART OF LEATHER MAKING} We can give 
Leathers at you all colors 
Honest Values. \ B. Moore & Sons Co. in small lots 

; 95 South St., from one skin up 
Manufacturers for Boston, for matching and 
the large edition Mass., repair work 
encyclopesdia and dic- Samples and prices 
tionary works. % on request. 


Write us for information 
t=" A Special Durable V Leather for Law Work 


CEDRIC CHIVERS, Ltd. 


1242-6 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Grand Prix, Milan, 1906 


of forthcoming books mailed to 
Librarians on request. These books are priced ready 
bound from the sheets so that the book will not require any 
further repairs or binding and will last so long as to save 
quite 50 per cent. over the ordinary methods of purchase 
and rebinding. 
You are advised to buy all your replacements in this 
manner. Send for lists and catalogues. Sfectalists in 
Lending Library Binding. 
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aS A NEW VOLUME OF 

An unrivalled series of splendid volumes, edited with authority and engraved, printed 
and bound with surpassing excellence. Each volume contains one or more portraits and 
an elaborate critical and biographical introduction, with bibliography. When complete, 
the series will cover the entire field of classical and modern music, and is therefore 


indispensable to every musician. Price of each volume, paper, cloth back, $1.50; full 
cloth, gilt, $2.50. Prices include postage. 


FRANZ JOSEPH HAYDN 


TWENTY PIANO COMPOSITIONS 
Edited by XAVER SCHARWENKA 
This volume of the Musicians Library contains twenty of the most char- 
acteristic piano works of Haydn, edited with the utmost care. It contains a fine 
portrait of Haydn, a bibliographical and critical introduction in German and 
English, and 216 pages of music, all done in the Ditson way—the best. 


Special Terms to Libraries. Descriptive Booklets with Portraits 
of the Editors and Contents of the Volumes Issued, Sent on Request 


OLIVER DITSON COMPANY, - {50 Tremont Street, Boston | 


THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 


BOOK DEPARTMENT. 


AVING successfully conducted an extensive Library Depart- 
ment for several years, handling with satisfaction the entire 
library business of some of the largest libraries of the country, we call 
your attention to the elaborate facilities at our disposal, and to the 
prompt and complete despatch of Library orders. A request for 
estimate on any miscellaneous list of publications will receive special 
attention. Books published abroad are secured within a very short 
time after order is placed—our branch houses in London, Paris, Berlin, 
as well as two Canadian houses, enable us to accomplish this. 
We solicit correspondence, and extend a cordial invitation to all 
interested in Free, Public, School, Circulating, or Private Libraries to 
visit our mammoth establishment. 


Yours very respectfully, 
THE AMERICAN NEWS COMPANY, 


39-41 CHAMBERS STREET, NEw York. 


} 
i 
t 4 
{ 
i 
a 
§ 
id 
é 
_ 
4 
} 
1 
ae 
| 
— 
i 


CCxxiv THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 


The R. R. Havens Company 
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New and Second Hand Books 


suitable for Libraries. Catalogs 


issued and sent upon application 


157 WEST 23D STREET, NEW YORK 


HENRY JOHN BROWN, 


F. STEVENS & BROWN, 


American Library and Literary Agents. 


yas Agency was established in 1864 for supplying American Public Libraries, Institutions, 
and Book Collectors, with English and Continental Books, Manuscripts, Drawings, Philo- 
sophical Apparatus, etc., at the lowest London prices. 

Special attention is paid to the selection and purchase of rare old books and manuscripts. 
Auction sales are carefully watched and good knowledge kept of the stocks of the old Book- 
sellers of Europe. 

Lists of Desiderata have the best attention and Librarians are respectfully requested to tes: 
the value of the Agency by sending trial orders or by submitting lists for Estimates tor goods to 
be delivered, either free in London or New York, as desired. 

Auction Catalogues when printed in advance and Catalogues issued by Publishers and 
Second-hand Booksellers are mailed to Customers when desired. 

Large shipments are sent by te and quickest route, or as ordered. Small shipments 
are made weekly through our New York Agency, at a minimum of expense and trouble to 
purchasers, or single books are sent by mail on receipt of order. 

Special attention is given to Bindings in all styles. 

Periodicals are supplied either direct by mail from London or by mail from New York 
Agency at lowest rates for prompt and efficient service. Send for Lists. 

Payments may be made either direct to London or in U. S. Currency through our New Yerk 
Agency. 


B. F. STEVENS & BROWN, 4 Trafalgar Square, Charing Cross, London, W.C. 


New York Agency, 45 William Street. 
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Tue staff meeting serves, at its best, the 
double purpose of bringing to the aid of the 
librarian and the service of the public the 
best thought and suggestion of all the work- 
ers in a great library and of developing 
among those workers the higher usefulness 
that comes from the inspiration of a real par- 
ticipation in library work outside of its mere 
routine. In the smaller libraries, where there 
are but one, two or three assistants, if any, 
a staff meeting is held every day; but the 
symposium which we print this month will, 
nevertheless, afford many suggestions to 
“small librarians” as well as in great libra- 
ries. As a small library grows large and 
its workers are separated by distinct hours 
or by differentiation of work, the staff meet- 
ing proper should promptly be made a feature 
of the administration. There are now scores 
of libraries in which this feature has been 
developed, in many cases independently one 
of the other, and on different lines. It may be 
said in general that four lines of develop- 
ment are discernible — the general semi-social, 
semi-literary meeting, as in the New York 
Public Library; the definitely instructive 
meeting, as at Louisville; the restricted “cab- 
inet” or council meeting, as in the John 
Crerar Library, and the general advisory and 
consultation meeting, as at Grand Rapids, At- 
lanta and elsewhere. The sectional staff 
meetings like those in the Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, constitute perhaps a fifth variety. 
Each of these has its usefulness, and doubt- 
less its distinctive aptitude in its place; and by 
consideration of the methods elsewhere in use 
each library may perhaps strengthen its 
present method to meet all the better its own 
needs. But as we have said, there is no 
library, however small, which cannot gain 
some suggestion and inspiration from the de- 
scription of these meetings. 


In preparing a revision of the A, L. A. 
list of subject headings, every endeavor has 
been made by Miss Crawford to obtain in- 


formation and suggestion from every point 
of view before the final compilation of the 
work. Her requests for information and sug- 
gestion in the article printed in the library 
periodicals at the beginning of the year were 
addressed especially to catalogers, who re- 
sponded quite generally with helpful co- 
operation. Her later articles have been 
intended to obtain like information and 
suggestion from those who meet the public, 
that is, from reference librarians, from the 
information desk, and from the loan counter. 
The aim is now to make the card catalog 
as effective from the point of view of the 
reader as from the point of view of the cata- 
loger. Of course, theoretically, both aims are 
the same, for the cataloger catalogs that the 
reader may find; but the work can be best 
accomplished only when those who are in 
contact with the public speak for the public, 
as the public cannot well speak for itself. It 
is important that response be made to these 
articles from small libraries all over the 
country as well as from the large libraries of 
the cities, and we are authorized to say that 
Miss Crawford invites an avalanche of letters: 
from which she is quite willing to make her 
way out as the little girl did from the hasty 
pudding in the fairy cale. 


WHEN the public, and especially the work- 
ing public, come to appreciate the devotion 
of librarians as a class to their work, their 
enthusiasm for usefulness, there will certain- 
ly be a better understanding all round. As 
Mr. Pollard, in The Library, recently pointed 
out, “the history of the (English) Associa- 
tion may be searched for a whole generation 
and hardly a trace will be found in it of the 
urging of any personal pecuniary claim.” 
This is quite as true in the American Li- 
brary Association. Librarians seek increase 
of money support chronically for their li- 
braries, rarely for themselves; and no class 
of professional men and women is more 
unselfish. A Western librarian sometime 
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since pointed out that there is little incentive 
to learn library work on the part of young 
women who might do well as teachers, clerks, 
or in other occupations, because the pay of 
library assistants is not large and because 
the apprentice system requires a considerable 
period of service with little pay and without 
surety of permanent position. The pay of 
library assistants, as well as of librarians, 
is becoming more and more adequate. But 
the higher incentive of the results of good 
work really seem to offset any pecuniary dis- 
advantages. As a matter of fact, the in- 
creasing number of library schools enroll an 
increasing number of library students for 
whom place is usually found promptly on 
graduation, in the increasing number of li- 
braries. The profession is growing apace, 
because year by year its attractiveness to 
young women of character and ambition, as 
well as to men of executive ability, seems 
steadily growing. 


Tue lists of “best books,” not to speak of 
“big sellers,” are becoming so many as to 
be almost perplexing—yet no better service is 
done to libraries and readers than in such 
careful selection as is made in America by 
the publication of the New York State Li- 
brary and in England by the publication of 
the Library Association of the United King- 
dom. Lists from less authoritative sources 
are somewhat open to suspicion, and it is more 
than hinted that the returns on “big sellers” 
are more or less manufactured by clever 
manipulation on the part of the booktrade. 
This does not mean that the returns are 
falsified, but that special endeavor is made to 
push certain books for the sake of the sta- 
tistics, and that the statistics are collected 
from quarters where the results are more or 
less foreordained. So many of these are 
ephemeridae that libraries should be most 
cautious in duplicating them largely. The 
system of pay loans developed at the St. 
Louis Public Library, by which a borrower is 
called upon to pay as in a subscription library, 
for recent novels of which the one or two 
copies normally purchased are in exceptional 
demand, has been adopted in many libraries, 
and often with good results. To meet “the de- 
mand of the hour” in respect to fiction is not a 
library policy to be commended without 
reserve. 
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Tue_Postmaster-General’s report furnishes 
some encouragement to the advocates of a 
“library post.” He had previously announced 
that he would not countenance any steps back- 
ward in the direction of increasing any postal 
rate whatever, and his recommendations to 
Congress are generally in the line of increased 
public facilities and decreased postal rates. 
Representative Lawrence has promptly re- 
introduced the original “library post” bill, ex- 
tending to public libraries the privilege of 
transmitting books by post to readers or other 
libraries and of their return at the rate of one 
cent for each pound, the present “bulk rate” 
for periodicals. It is scarcely to be expected 
in the face of the opposition to the one-cent-a- 
pound bulk rate for newspapers which has 
from time to time shown itself within the De- 
partment and in Congress, that a library post 
can be established on that basis; but the ex- 
tension of the rural delivery as suggested by 
the Postmaster-General will benefit rural libra- 
ries in their relations with their outlying con- 
stituency. The recommendation is for a rate 
of five cents for the first pound and two cents 
for each pound thereafter up to eleven pounds, 
for delivery from any rural post-office on its 
own delivery routes. This would enable rural 
libraries to send out a single book for five 
cents, or an eleven-pound package for twenty- 
five cents to an outlying farmhouse, for in- 
stance, and be a considerable boon to such 
libraries and their patrons. It would be well 
when any of these measures comes to consid- 
eration in Congress if librarians would 
write promptly in its support. The Post- 
master-General is pressing for a parcels post 
in this country, which would also be to the 
benefit of libraries, so far as it goes, but the 
difficulty is that there is much opposition in 
Congress to anything which would interfere 
with the business of the express companies or 
of country stores. 


PusiisHers’ Note. — The Index to the cur- 
rent volume of the Lisrary JOURNAL cannot 
be sent out with the December number, but 
will be included in as early a number in 1908 
as is practicable. Apology is offered that it is 
not possible to send the title-page and index 
sheets so as to enable the volume to be bound 
promptly with the close of 1907. 
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STAFF MEETINGS: THEIR ORGANIZATION, METHODS AND RESULTS 


CONTRIBUTED FROM VARIOUS LIBRARIES 


WITHIN recent years the staff meeting has 
come to be, in an increasing number of li- 
braries, an important feature of the internal 
administration—a means of developing esprit 
de corps, mutual acquaintance, and more ef- 
ficient service among the members of the li- 
brary staff. The subject has, however, re- 
ceived little general attention, either at 
library conferences or in the library periodi- 
cals, and the meetings themselves have, as a 
rule, been planned to meet the conditions of 
individual libraries rather than according to 
any uniform general scheme. The follow- 
ing brief statements, contributed from eleven 
libraries, are intended to give a many-sided 
view of this important subject. Contributors 
were asked to give as concisely as possible 
the experience of their libraries in this field, 
stating when the staff meetings were estab- 
lished; how often they are held; whether at- 
tendance is obligatory or voluntary, and 
whether it counts as part of library time; 
what lines of subjects are discussed; whether 
the administration and internal affairs of the 
library are particularly considered, so that the 
meeting serves as a sort of council for the 
executive; and what influence such meetings 
have had upon the members of the staff and 
in relation with the librarian and the public. 

ATLANTA, CARNEGIE LIBRARY 

Meetings held monthly; established, 1902; 
attendance, obligatory. 

Program: monthly report of statistics; 
matters of interest to staff and public acted 
upon by the board; regular reports from each 
member of the staff on some item of interest 
or detail of routine; informal discussion of 
any trouble that arises and suggestions 
invited, 

The meeting becomes a council for the ex- 
ecutive rather than for the improvement of 
the staff. 

Results: co-operation, and an intelligent 
interpretation of the rules of the library by an 
interested staff. 

At frequent intervals during the month the 
librarian calls heads of departments to the 
office for consultation. This is extended to 


the junior assistants immediately after, As 
these impromptu meetings are held during 
library hours it is impossible to have the 
whole staff present. It makes a little more 
work for the librarian to have to repeat, but 
the results are worth the effort. 

Beginning in 1902 with a staff composed of 
seven assistants the librarian of the Carnegie 
Library of Atlanta organized regular staff 
meetings to be held the first Thursday after 
the first Tuesday of the month at 8.30 a.m. 
This time was selected because the monthly 
board meeting was held on the first Tues- 
day of the month, when statistical reports for 
the month were rendered. The meeting was 
opened with the reading of the librarian’s 
report, which had previously been submitted 
to the trustees at the meeting of the board, 
and matters of interest to the staff and to 
the general welfare of the library, which had 
been acted upon by the board, were freely 
discussed by the librarian. Then, beginning 

_ With the senior assistant each member of the 
staff was called upon in turn to discuss any 
problem or detail which she thought of suffi- 
cient interest to present to the meeting. To 
get the best results from co-operative work 
each assistant was made to feel that she was 
a part of the machinery of the library. 

Any new policy introduced by the libra- 
rian was discussed in staff meeting before 
put into operation. This enabled the libra- 
rian to see many sides of the question and 
often prevented a new rule from being irk- 
some because of the fact that each assistant 
was informed of the purpose of the librarian 
in formulating the new rule, Co-operation 
is often effective in this manner because of 
the hearty support of the assistants in carry- 
ing out intelligently the purpose of the libra- 
rian. ANNE WALLACE. 


BROOKLYN PUBLIC LIBRARY 


In a library system which includes many 
branches situated in widely separated local- 
ities, frequent meetings of the staff, or at 
least those members in charge of the different 
departments and branches, are a necessity. 
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In the Brooklyn Public Library there are 
five kinds of staff meetings: 

1. Meetings of the superintendents of the 
various departments with the chief li- 
brarian. 

2. Meetings of the branch librarians, super- 
intendents of departments and chief 
librarian, 

3. Meetings of as large a number of the 
general assistants of the library as can 
be gathered together at any one time. 

4. Meetings of the assistants in the chil- 
dren’s department. 

5. Meetings of the staffs of individual 

branches conducted by the branch li- 
brarians. 


Inasmuch as these meetings are devoted to 
a discussion of problems directly or indirectly 
connected with the work of the library, at- 
tendance is obligatory and the necessary time 
is included in the working hours of those 
who attend. Attendance at social meetings 
is voluntary and library time is not allowed 
for this purpose. 

1. Superintendents’ meetings. — Conducted 
by the chief librarian, and held weekly since 
January, 1903. 

The chief librarian and superintendents 
of the various departments form a sort of 
cabinet, which meets on Saturday mornings 
during the winter months for the purpose 
of considering the broader questions con- 
nected with the administration of the library. 
The librarian or a superintendent may pre- 
sent any problem relative to the work as a 
whole or to his or her individual depart- 
ment in the solution of which all departments 
may be interested, such as “examinations,” 
“promotions,” “grading of the staff,” “in- 
struction to the apprentice class,” “plans for 
the extension of the system,” “changes of 
policy,” etc. 

These meetings have resulted in more con- 
certed action among the heads of the various 
departments than would have been possible 
had each worked more independently. 

Many of the topics first discussed in these 
meetings are brought up at the larger meet- 
ings of branch librarians so that any objec- 
tions to proposed plans which might be de- 
tected by those in whose hands the practical 
application of the suggestions would rest 
may be brought to light. 

2. Branch librarians’ meetings. — Con- 
ducted by the chief librarian and held on the 
first Tuesday morning in each month. 
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These meetings afford an opportunity for 
the explanation and consideration of the pol- 
icies adopted by the board of trustees and 
the librarian, and are an important factor 
in the unification of the work of the library 
as a whole, binding all of the workers closer 
together, and making each realize how much 
the success of the institution depends upon 
the individual assistants, 

Too much stress cannot be laid upon the 
desirability of having the policies and rulings 
of the board of trustees and librarian clearly 
understood by all of the workers in the li- 
brary, for a misunderstanding or miscon- 
ception of them may hinder or frustrate the 
accomplishment of the most carefully pre- 
pared plan. 

Nine of the 26 branches composing the 
Brooklyn Public Library were independent 
libraries before their consolidation into one 
system. Each had its own peculiar methods. 
To secure greater efficiency throughout the 
system and equal privileges to the residents 
of all sections of the city, the necessity for 
uniformity of methods was clearly appre- 
ciated. An economical administration of 
the library demanded also that in many ways 
the work should be simplified and expedited 
by being done for all the branches at one 
time. 

The desired uniformity and centralization 
have been secured after many conferences. 
The practices at the various branches were 
fully considered and the numerous ways of 
doing the same piece of work were often 
surprising, and the best methods or the ones 
in most general use were adopted for all. 

The necessity for such a consideration of 
the detailed work of the library has occupied 
the time of very many of our staff meetings 
and, while such topics may not be “inspir- 
ing themes,” the result of these conferences 
has been of much practical value to the li- 
brary. The methods decided upon at these 
meetings have been printed — the first edition 
of the “Rules for the guidance of the staff” 
being published in 1902 and the second in 
1906. By having the rules of the library in 
this convenient form assistants can be trans- 
ferred from one branch to another without 
the necessity of unlearning much of what they 
had been taught at other branches, and new 
assistants may become familiar with our 
methods easily and quickly, and in emergen- 
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cies do not have to appeal to someone for 
instructions. 

Aside from the discussion of methods, 
topics such as “Work with the schools,” “Re- 
lation of the work with children to the work 
of the library as a whole,” and others similar 
to those considered at the usual meetings of 
librarians have been taken up, 

Questions which require investigation and 
a more careful consideration than is pos- 
sible in a general meeting, are referred to 
special committees. For example, our pres- 
ent methods of distributing foreign books 
among our branches, of preventing borrow- 
ers black-listed at one branch from ob- 
taining books from neighboring branches, are 
based upon the recommendation of two of 
these special committees, and the order list 
of text books and of scientific and technical 
books for all branches represent the work of 
other committees. 

3. Children’s librarians’ meetings. — Con- 
ducted by the superintendent of the chil- 
dren’s department and held once or twice a 
month. 

In February, 1903, the superintendent of the 
children’s department inaugurated a class 
for the discussion of children's books and in- 
struction in that branch of the work. At 
that time there were no specially trained chil- 
dren’s librarians on the staff. As a result 
of the organization of this class a number of 
assistants definitely chose this branch of the 
work, and several subsequently obtained 
leaves of absence for the purpose of attend- 
ing the training school at Pittsburgh. 

The assistants in this department have con- 
tinued to meet once or twice a month and 
the topics discussed have covered every pos- 
sible problem which may come up in the 
children’s rooms. Many of the branch li- 
brarians and assistants in general work have 
also attended these meetings. 

The programs for the coming winter are 
a departure from those of former years. 
Several men and women of Brooklyn who are 
active in promoting the welfare of the 
children of the city have been asked to ad- 
dress the meetings in order that our library 
workers may become familiar with the ef- 
forts of other agencies than the libraries and 
the schools working with children, and to 
give us ideas of how we can co-operate in 
their work. 
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4. General staff meetings. — Several meet- 
ings of as many of the general assistants in 
the library as can be gathered together at 
any one time have been held. Sometimes 
these have been purely social occasions, while 
at others there have been discussions and a 
consideration of topics similar to those at 
the branch librarians’ meetings, which apply 
to a branch. 

While these conferences are unquestion- 
ably helpful, it has not been feasible to ar- 
range to hold them often. Courses of in- 
struction in reference work, cataloging, etc., 
have been given the general assistants at va- 
rious times and it is often arranged so that 
they may attend lectures of general interest 
which are given the apprentice class. 

5. Branch staff meetings. — Conducted by 
the branch librarian, and held at such times 
as he or she may select, 

As there is not the same need for formal 
meetings in a library with but few assist- 
ants, who are daily brought in contact with 
every phase of the work, as in the large 
library with its various departments, so there 
is not the equal necessity for regular meet- 
ings of the assistants at the different branches, 
the staffs of which vary in size from two to 
20 members. 

The desirability of meetings of the staffs at 
the branches ‘having been discussed in a 
general staff meeting, it has been left to the 
branch librarians to decide when such meet- 
ings shall be held. It is customary to hold 
such meetings at most of the branches 
shortly after the monthly conference of the 
branch librarians, so that the action taken at 
that time may be reported to the rest of the 
staff. 

The object of all these meetings, no mat- 
ter what topic is discussed, is the same — to 
unify more completely the work of all of the 
branches of the system and to broaden the 
interest and sense of responsibility of each 
individual worker, 

In addition to the staff meetings conducted 
by the library the board of trustees has been 
very generous in permitting the assistants 
in the library to attend in library time 
the local, state and national conferences 
of librarians, and the number of those 
who avail themselves of this privilege has 
been gratifying. 

As an additional means of developing 
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esprit de corps among our assistants we have 
this fall undertaken a fortnightly publication 
by mimeograph of items of staff interest. 
The branches take turns in editing Staf 
Notes, the members of the staff collecting 
the material and the branch librarian acting 
as editor. The assistants are encouraged 
to visit other branches for the purpose of 
discovering interesting facts which a branch 
librarian with a feeling of modesty might 
hesitate to report. All the workers in the 
library are in this way informed of progress 
made in any part of the field, a natural inter- 
est in what is going on is gratified, and 
they are not dependent upon newspaper 
reports or vague rumors as to what is being 
done in other parts of the library system. 
Emma V. Batpwin, 
Librarian’s Secretary. 


BUFFALO PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The Buffalo Public Library has but one 
regularly appointed general meeting of the 
full staff, which is held at the close of the 
year. At this meeting, reports of the year’s 
work and suggestions for the future are made 
by the heads of the different departments. 
This is known as the annual meeting, and all 
the members of the staff are expected to be 
present for the purpose of hearing the record 
of the year, and to receive fresh knowledge 
of the work as a whole —its condition, its 
aims and prospects, which gives individuals 
a better understanding of their own part in 
it. The reports submitted at this meeting 
form the basis of the librarian’s annual report: 

There are so few free evenings to hold staff 
meetings, and to attend them requires such 
long journeys for many that they have been 
found burdensome, while to have general 
meetings during the day is, of course, impos- 
sible. We recognize the desirability of such 
meetings and still hope to find some com- 
promise which will make them possible, 

During the year, many meetings or round 
tables are held by groups of the staff in the 
different departments. A round table for the 
desk assistants is held monthly—except dur- 
ing the vacation season—on two successive 
days, one half of the force being present each 
day. These meetings last one hour, and the 
vice-librarian, the superintendent of circula- 
tion, and the head of the desk force, are 
present on both days, About half of these 


periods is devoted to criticism and appre- 
ciation of the work of the assistants, to discus- 
sion of methods and suggestions for improve- 
ment. Questions are always in order and the 
discussion is extremely informal. The other 
half of the time is given to the discussion 
of books, in order that all may profit by the 
knowledge of each. 

The staff of the school department, together 
with the branch assistants, hold round tables 
twice a month at noon, when a lunch is 
served, in the rooms of the school department 
in the main building. The object of these 
meetings is to bring all members of the staff 
engaged in outside work in close contact, 
so each may learn what the others are do- 
ing. Their problems and needs are brought 
out and many suggestions for more effective 
work are received. Discussion of books— 
children‘s books especially—occupies much 
of the time, each member of the group giv- 
ing a criticism of a book previously assigned 
for that purpose. In this way—as an illustra- 
tion—the books of various voluminous and 
uneven authors have been read and talked 
over, giving all a knowledge of which are the 
best, and why they are considered so. The 
result of this kind of evaluation is placed 
upon cards and kept for reference. Inspira- 
tion is gained by the reading and considering 
at these meetings of such articles as: 


J. N. Larned’s “The test of quality in 
books.” In his “Books, culture and char- 
acter.” 


W. D. Hyde’s “The personality of the 
teacher.” In his “The college man and 
the college woman.” 

C. W. Eliot’s “The function of education in 
democratic society.” Jn his “Educational 
reform.” 

H. G. Pearson’s “Poetry and the school- 
boy.” From Harper's Weekly, September, 


1907. 

J. C. Dana’s “Some of the extra-artistic ele- 
ments of esthetic emotion.” From Pop- 
ular Science Monthly, September, 1903. 


The members of the staff of the children’s 
room meet for an hour or more each week 
to discuss their books and their work, the 
subjects for discussion being prompted by 
the need of the time or season. For example, 
after vacation the subject of several meetings 
was the story hour; its purpose and benefit; 
what stories are tellable, and why; the best 
authors of such stories ; how to tell them; the 
old stories were compared and their influ- 
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ence and ideas considered (the Greeks for 
beauty, the North for strength, etc.). Books 
of Bible stories were read, as well as the 
Iliad, Odyssey, Nibelungenlied, and stories 
of chivalry both for children and adults. In 
addition to this Pestalozzi, Froebel and other 
writers on the education of the child are 
read and discussed. Stories are told and 
criticised, bulletins are planned. The head 
of the department brings to these meetings 
any plan for special work she may have in 
mind, where it is explained and the interest of 
her assistants excited. 

The effect of these meetings on the staff 
is to stimulate a spirit of mutual helpfulness 
and sympathetic fellowship, resulting in hap- 
pier and more efficient service. The discus- 
sion of matters of detail tends to greater 
carefulness and accuracy, while the discus- 
sion of the principles and aims of library 
work gives the assistants not only the 
broader view, but an enthusiasm which adds 
to their pleasure in doing their part and dig- 
nity to their service. | Watter L. Brown. 

CHICAGO. JOHN CRERAR LIBRARY 

The John Crerar Library does not have 
staff meetings within the usual meaning of 
the term; that is, meetings of the whole staff 
or a large portion of it. The value of such 
meetings is recognized, and at one time it 
was decided to provide for them. It was 
found, however, that attendance would have 
to be obligatory, and not only count as library 
time, but be taken within the hours of the 
day staff, and that time would have to be 
allowed for preparation. Unfortunately the 
force is too closely proportioned to the needs 
of the library to make it easy to meet these 
conditions. The loss is less than might be 
thought, because some of the advantages re- 
sulting from these meetings are secured in 
other ways. For instance, the fellow-feeling 
and mutual good-will of the staff have always 
been very strong, because almost all the day 
staff are college graduates and graduates of 
library schools, and almost all the evening 
staff are college strdents, many from the same 
institution. Then again, the provision by 
which at least two different lines of work 
are assigned to each assistant tends to pre- 
vent the ruts from becoming too deep and 
gives to each a broader view of the work of 
the library, 
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Still more important is the maintenance of 
the Library Council, a somewhat peculiar and 
very effective method of consultation and 
mutual criticism among the heads of the staff. 
It would be hard to say just when this was 
established. Like Topsy, it was not born, 
it just grew, developing naturally from the 
informal consultations at the period of organi- 
zation. The first formally recorded decision 
is dated September, 1899, only three years 
after the real beginning of the work of the 
library. The membership has been enlarged 
from time to time until at present it in- 
cludes the librarian, assistant librarian, cata- 
loger, reference librarian, medical reference 
librarian, and classifier. When the routine 
of a particular line of work is under consid- 
eration the senior assistant in charge of it 
is consulted, and if the matter proves to be 
debatable, is invited to be present and join 
in the discussion, 

Except during the summer the meetings 
are held regularly once a week. The sub- 
jects considered cover nearly all the routine 
and most of the larger affairs of the library, 
but not personal matters affecting individual 
members of the staff. Specifically, no changes 
in the routine, in the scheme of classification, 
and in the cataloging rules are made without 
the approval of the council. It determines 
the order of work on arrears, considers plans 
for library publications, criticises the archi- 
tects’ plans for the extension of the rooms, 
discusses and proposes improvements in the 
library service and remedies for faults, etc. 

Most matters are not brought before it until 
they have been submitted to the members in- 
dividually in the form of typewritten state- 
ments of what is proposed. If all are in 
favor, the statement is read at the next meet- 
ing and formally adopted. Usually, however, 
someone reserves his decision. The discus- 
sion which then follows is quite informal, 
except that the proposer first gives his reasons 
and then each member his opinion in the 
inverse order of seniority. Quite frequently 
points are brought out which modify the 
views of the proposer and the statement is 
returned to him for amendment, or is 
amended by agreement at the time. The 
decisions of the council are numbered and 
printed on cards of standard size. The edi- 
tion is small, but sufficient to provide each 
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member with a complete file and to furnish 
copies to the assistants whose work is 
affected. 

While the council has no legal status in 
the administration of the library, which by 
the by-laws of the corporation is in the hands 
of the librarian, under the supervision of the 
committee on administration, yet it has the 
approval of that committee and it is well 
understood that the librarian values its advice 
so highly as to make its opinions practically 
decisive. He cannot close this brief account 
better than with this testimony to the services 
which his associates have rendered to the 
library, whose good name is truly in the keep- 
ing of every member of the staff. 

C. W. ANpbrEws. 
GRAND RAPIDS PUBLIC LIBRARY 

Staff meetings at the Grand Rapids Public 
Library have been held at more or less reg- 
ular intervals during the past three years. 
They are not held at any fixed time, but 
on the average there are eight or ten each 
year, all of them in library time. The mem- 
bership of the staff is somewhat in the nature 
of a council or cabinet, for those who attend 
the meetings include only the librarian and 
the heads of the departments. There are 
also special meetings with the librarian and 
all those who are engaged in the same kind 
of work to discuss in detail the problems of 
these special departments, for example, 
branch librarians, story tellers, etc. Irregular 
meetings of the members of the staff of a 
character somewhat different from the above 
have been held for eight or ten years. 

The subjects discussed relate almost en- 
tirely to the internal affairs of the library. 
All new matters which it is proposed to take 
up before the board of library commissioners 
are first thoroughly discussed and worked 
out at these meetings, and definite conclu- 
sions arrived at. No new matter of any im- 
portance, or change of old matters, is brought 
to the attention of the board until the staff 
has acted upon it. This involves every 
detail in the administration of the library, 
such as the detailing of persons for different 
kinds of work, appointments, promotions, etc., 
and also includes a large number of things 
that do not come before the board. 

The purpose of these meetings is two- 
fold. One is to get the best possible light 


on every subject and to have those who are 
responsible for carrying out any new plans or 
changes have a thorough understanding of 
its relation to every department of the li- 
brary. The advantages of such meetings to 
the librarian are that they give him all the 
different points of view of those who carry 
out the details of the work, and it also shares 
with them the responsibility for the success 
of any new thing which may be undertaken. 
The advantage to the members of the staff 
is that it helps them better to appreciate and 
to understand what the library is trying to 
do, ‘and as a result they feel a greater per- 
sonal responsibility in making the work a 
success. This idea, as expressed by the 
superintendent of circulation, is that staff 
meetings make the difference of feeling that 
one is an intelligent being instead of a 
machine. 

The size and organization of this library 
is such that it is impossible to get all the 
workers together at any one time, desirable 
as such a meeting would be. The opinions 
of each assistant, however, on all matters 
relating to the library is gained through an 
annual written report, which is presented to 
the librarian. In these reports, in addition 
to reviewing their own work, the assistants 
offer any suggestions which they believe 
would improve the service of the institution. 
The comprehensiveness, grasp and spirit of 
these reports are a valuable index of the 
powers, abilities and the attitude of mind of 
those making them. S. H. RANcK. 

LOUISVILLE FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

The meetings held in this library should 
be called Staff Instruction Meetings. Dur- 
ing the year 1905 there were on the staff 21 
members who had not had any previous 
library experience or any special training for 
library work. There was no lack, however, 
of fine enthusiasm and in some cases of 
marked ability. The problem was to train 
these new members so that they should be 
able in the shortest time to render a tolerable 
degree of service and to give those with some 
experience an opportunity for study and 
improvement. 

The first course, 1905-06, began with a 
lecture by the librarian on the organization 
of the library and on book selecting and buy- 
ing. This was followed by nine weekly meet- 
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ings on cataloging conducted by Miss Harriet 
B, Gooch, head cataloger, and 18 on reference 
work by Miss Marilla W. Freeman, reference 
librarian. At each meeting there was an in- 
formal talk on which notes were taken and 
problems assigned. After the work had been 
done it was carefully corrected and oppor- 
tunity given for discussion. The meetings 
were thus made thoroughly practical. 

The cataloging series treated briefly the 
Decimal classification system, with modifica- 
tions used in this library, subject heading 
from the user’s standpoint, book numbers, 
forms of catalogs, especially of our own, the 
kinds of cards made and how they are alpha- 
beted. Emphasis was laid on how to use the 
catalog rather than how to make it. 

The reference series began with the scope 
and method of reference work and then took 
up in order dictionaries, cyclopedias, general 
hand-books, periodical indexes, book in- 
dexes and bibliographies and leading ref- 
erence books in various departments of 
knowledge. At the end of the course each 
member prepared a list of the first 35 ref- 
erence books for a small library and a list 
of ten questions for examination. The latter 
were used at the last meeting in an oral test. 
In these meetings the object was to famil- 
iarize assistants with reference books and 
methods in order that they might know how 
to help themselves and others, 

The second course, 1906-07, was intro- 
duced with a lecture by the librarian on prin- 
ciple and systems of classification with 
special attention to the Dewey system. Then 
followed 12 weekly lectures by the head of 
the catalog department, one meeting being 
devoted to each of the ten divisions of the 
decimal system. Each member classified ten 
books per week, which were revised by the 
instructor and discussed with the class at 
the next meeting. At the final test the class 
was divided into two sides and a classification 
contest conducted after the fashion of an 
old-time spelling match. This exercise 
aroused much enthusiasm and helped to 
familiarize the class with the notation and 
fix it in the memory. The winners enter- 
tained the losers at luncheon in the libra- 
rian’s office. The invitations and menu were 
written in D. C. numbers. 

The last series of nine meetings conducted 
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by the head of the reference department dealt 
entirely with periodical literature. The na- 
ture, extent and usefulness of this class of 
reference material was outlined and practice 
given in the use of indexes. A classified list 
was made of periodicals in the library, which 
served as a basis of study. One week atten- 
tion was called to distinctive features of cer- 
tain magazines. During the following week 
the magazines were examined by the class 
and reported on at the next meeting. As a 
final exercise each mcmber prepared a list of 
40 periodicals for a smal] public library and 
submitted a set of questions which were used 
in an informal examination. 

All of these meetings were held from 8.30 
to 9.30 in the morning, or one-half on staff 
time. The attendance was entirely voluntary 
and ranged from 15 to 20. All preparation 
by the class was made outside of library 
hours, all preparation by the instructors in- 
side of library hours. Our purpose is to 
continue this plan of work. The first part 
of the next course will probably take up the 
physical side of books, including binding; 
in the second part some of the best books for 
general purposes in each of the leading 
classes will be considered. 

The first course of meetings is more fully 
reported in our second annual report, pages 
21-22, 41, 49-50 and in the Liprary JOURNAL, 
31:C257-58. These courses have been of 
great value: 1, in giving assistants a better 
insight into the organization of the library 
and the importance and interdependence of 
the various departments; 2, in bringing them 
into closer touch and sympathy with one 
another; 3, in acquainting them with the 
general resources of the library; 4, in famil- 
iarizing’ them with the tools of their occu- 
pation. The result is increased interest and 
efficiency in their own special work and a 
broader view and more intelligent grasp of 
the purpose and methods of the library as a 
whole. W. F. Yust. 

NEW YORK PUBLIC LIBRARY 

In the New York Public Library staff 
meetings have been held since 1897. The 
first one was called by the director in June 
of that year, and since the October following 
they have gone on at monthly intervals until 
June, 1907, except for the period July-Sep- 
tember of each year. In 1907-08 as an ex- 
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periment they are to be held every other 
month, alternating with the New York Li- 
brary Club meetings. Eight o’clock in the 
evening has generally been the hour, and the 
day of the meeting has at one time or an- 
other been fixed for every day of the week 
except Saturday and Sunday. Nearly every 
branch in Manhattan that owns a room fit 
for evening use has had at least one meet- 
ing; naturally, we try to choose branches 
most accessible to the greatest number and 
try not to choose the same branch for two 
successive meetings. 

Organization for the purpose is of the 
slightest character possible to secure the two 
necessary objects, a presiding officer and a 
speaker. Methods of choosing these officers 
have been changed as often as we wished, 
that is to say very often. At present the 
director is asked, in June, to name a steering 
committee of about five to select chairmen, 
speakers, topics, places, and hours for the 
meetings of the next year, and a social com- 
mittee of about the same size to make what- 
ever arrangements may be necessary to pro- 
mote sociability. 

Attendance is voluntary and does not count 
2s part of library time. The meetings do not 
serve as a cabinet gathering for discussion 
of administrative policies, but it is under- 
stood that suggestions and criticisms are 
always welcome so long as they are con- 
fined to methods and practices and impersonal 
features of the work and are free from the 
airing of personal grievances. The meet- 
ings do serve as an opportunity for the staff— 
there are 450 of us—to meet one another on 
a non-official basis and to talk over sub- 
jects of common interest. 

Topics discussed have been of wide range. 
We have talked over problems of cataloging 
and classification as applied to our reference 
and to our circulation collections; we have 
had gentle readers take an evening to tell 
us of our faults and errors; sometimes trav- 
elled fellow workers have given us the story 
of their adventures; some of us who possess 
hobbiés have ridden them to the edification 
of the others; friends from outside have 
given us kinematograph views and have rend- 
ered Hebrew and Yiddish songs; we had a 
talk on engraved gems with magic lantern 
slides to illustrate it, a talk on scarabs with 
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specimens to handle and examine, exhibits 
of some of our rare or curious books or maps 
or manuscripts or prints; discussions of 
“cross references” in our own and other 
catalogs, of which historical novels we liked 
best, of how to prevent losses of books by 
theft, of how to improve our relations with 
other local libraries and with the public 
schools, talks on methods of making and en- 
graving maps and prints, and so on and on 
and on, 

Three typical programs, selected almost at 
random, follow: 

At the meeting held December 18, 1899, 
Mr. Hermann Rosenthal, of our Russian de- 
partment, read a paper on “Literary life in 
Russia,” reminiscences of various nineteenth 
century authors he had known; and Miss 
Mary L, Avery followed with a paper on 
“Some diversions of a music cataloger.” 
Five members of the staff made comments on 
some of the latest books. 

The meeting held April 11, 1902, belonged 
to the apprentice class just finishing its work. 
Papers were read by Miss O’Rourke on the 
“Desk attendant: the personal element,” by 
Miss Nichols on “Scrap-books and bulletins,” 
by Miss Griffin on “Fiction in the circulation 
branches,” by Miss Trenholm on “Shelf ar- 
rangement and numbers for fiction and bi- 
ography,” by Miss Middleton on “Children’s 
work,” and by Miss Bolton on “Only an 
apprentice.” 

At the meeting on October 15, 1907, held 
at the Webster branch, where is located most 
of the Bohemian literature in our circulation 
department, Mrs. John Mokrejs spoke on 
the need of real librarianship in the foreign 
departments, and Mr. Thomas Capek fol- 
lowed with a talk on the possibilities of for- 
eign language collections, with suggestions for 
future development. Mr, Mokrejs accom- 
panied Mr, Kovarik, who rendered several 
Bohemian songs on the violin. Coffee, cake, 
and fruit were then served in Bohemian 
fashion, the social committee being aided in 
serving by three young women dressed in 
their national Bohemian costume. 

Attendance varies from a score or so to 
several hundred, dependent upon the attrac- 
tions of the program, the weather, the place 
and time of meeting, etc., and is almost en- 
tirely confined to our own library staff or to 
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library circles. Doubtless it would be good 
for both sides if our readers would choose 
to attend — they are certainly welcome — and 
show us directly and inferentially where and 
why we meet or fail to meet their needs and 
desires. But common ground is not easy to 
find. 

If you were to talk to us one by one about 
these meetings you would discover as many 
opinions on their value and interest as per- 
sons you spoke to; without exception, how- 
ever, you would find agreement that the best 
feature, or — some would say — the only good 
feature of the evening, is the talk by the 
director, who here gives us whatever library 
news he may hzve and comments on such 
topics as the evening suggests. 

H. M. Lypensere, Director's Assistant. 
PITTSBURGH, CARNEGIE LIBRARY 

In the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh it 
has not been the custom to hold regular 
meetings of the entire staff of the central and 
branch libraries, though meetings of the 
sort have been held on special occasions. 
The value of such meetings as a means of 
keeping the scattered members of a branch 
library system in touch with the aims, ideals, 
policy and movements of the main library is 
fully appreciated, however, and it is planned 
to hold them more frequently in the near 
future. The heeds of departments are re- 
garded by the librarian as a “council for 
the executive” and they are called together 
whenever there is any question to be placed 
before them. There are also various regular 
meetings of certain members of the staff, 
which are of the greatest interest and value, 
but which can only be briefly touched upon 
here. 

Each Wednesday morning the book com- 
mittee, consisting of the librarian and heads 
of departments of the Central Library, meets 
for the selection of books. For a number of 
years the periodicals which contain book 
reviews have been assigned to various mem- 
bers of the staff, who examine each number 
as it appears and make out index cards for 
the reviews, in the general style of the 
Cumulative Book Review Digest. At the 
weekly meeting of the book committee these 
cards are gone over carefully, as well as the 
Publishers’ Weekly and any requests that 
may have been made by borrowers, and adult 
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books for the central library are selected for 
purchase. Children’s books are selected by 
the chief of the children’s department. When 
the library was smaller it was the custom for 
the branch librarians to attend this meeting 
of the book committee. For the past few 
years, however, they have had a separate 
meeting with the superintendent of circula- 
tion. This is held Thursday mornings, each 
branch librarian having gone over the review 
cards beforehand. The first part of the con- 
ference is devoted to the selection of books 
for the adult branch collections and the latter 
part to the discussion of all sorts of topics 
connected with the adult branch work, such 
as the revision of printed forms, regulations 
for borrowers, training and management of 
the staff, ways of interesting the public. This 
part of the meeting is attended by the head 
of the central loan department. 

Several of the departments hold regular 
staff meetings for the discussion of problems 
connected with the work of the department. 
The catalog department holds these often, 
but not at regular intervals, the central loan 
department and central children’s room 
weekly, while the central and branch chil- 
dren’s librarians meet once in two weeks with 
the supervisor of children’s rooms. A special 
subject is assigned for each conference and 
the children’s librarians take turns in con- 
ducting. Some of the topics discussed the 
past year were: work with and through the 
mothers, school visiting, reference work, use 
of magazines, how to prevent superficial 
reading in the children’s room, what standard 
to be guided by in separating books for the 
little children from the general collection, 
best new books of the year for children. 

In connection with staff meetings might be 
mentioned the work of the Training School 
for Children’s Librarians and the apprentice 
class, as well as two special classes which 
meet weekly for the discussion and study 
of the new books added to the library that 
week. These are conducted by the heads of 
the reference and central loan departments 
and are attended by the staffs of “those 
departments, 

All such meetings and classes are consid- 
ered part of the regular work of the staff 
and are held in library hours. We feel that 
they are of the greatest possible use in raising 
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the standard of service and in promoting 
esprit de corps, Maser A. FrorHINGHAM, 
Librarian’s Secretary. 
PORTLAND (ORE.) PUBLIC LIBRARY 

When this library became a free institu- 
tion some five or six years ago it opened its 
doors with a staff of twelve, all more or less 
inexperienced and untrained. During the first 
year a staff meeting was held every other 
Monday morning for a half hour before the 
opening of the library; at this meeting daily 
problems were settled, methods came up for 
discussion, reproof and encouragement were 
both frankly given. The meetings were led 
by the librarian of course, but each head of 
department was given opportunity to speak, 
and suggestion and criticism asked for from 
the entire staff. Attendance upon these meet- 
ings was obligatory and they were not in- 
cluded in library time. 

During the second year this morning meet- 
ing was held once a month and a more 
informal evening meeting established. 

The morning meeting has been omitted 
entirely the last two years with the exception 
of one the first of October, a general “round 
up,” according to our western parlance, after 
the summer vacations. With a staff of con- 
stantly increasing numbers department meet- 
ings for discussion of the technique of the 
work are more practical, these are held by 
each department weckly for fifteen or twenty 
minutes during the early morning hours when 
there are fewer interruptions; the heads of 
departments come together once a month, 
the branch librarians weekly. These meetings 
are indispensable to the well being of the 
library and the service of the public. The 
freest question and discussion always prevail, 
it is the opportunity for explanation, for un- 
derstanding, for consideration of methods, and 
some of the most fruitful suggestions leading 
to the improvement of the library service 
have been offered at these times. 

The evening staff meeting is held once a 
month outside of library time; perhaps it is 
obligatory, certainly no one stays away ex- 
cept with good excuse unless on duty. It is 
an informal meeting always, held in the staff 
room and occasionally concluding with light 
refreshments. Following its unwritten pro- 
gram, the librarian opens the meeting with a 
brief talk upon library matters that the staff 
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should know about, outlining any change in 
policy, telling of new work projected or 
begun, sometimes calling upon a head of de- 
partment if anything of importance is under 
way under her particular supervision. The 
last hour is given to the consideration of some 
special subject and that has been a matter 
of experiment. One year a series of talks was 
given on the history of the book, and a 
reading list distributed with each paper. 
This was not required work, but many of 
the assistants took up the subject with in- 
terest. Another year the staff meetings were 
conducted by the heads of departments in 
turn. The subject was “The modern library 
movement, its development and the methods 
in use in different libraries”; this was chosen 
looking toward the coming of the A. L. A. 
conference to Portland. 

For the past two years the review of the 
weekly book list has proved profitable. The 
new books ready for the public every Mon- 
day morning are shelved in the cataloging 
room by the preceding Thursday. Each mem- 
ber of the staff was held responsible for 
certain classes in rotation. The books could 
be charged at the cataloger’s desk and taken 
home for examination. This plan worked 
very well indeed, it was interesting and 
brought the new books added to the library 
to the knowledge of every assistant who 
might handle them. 

This year the plan followed originated, I 
think, in the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 
but was suggested to us by Miss Gardner 
of the Seattle Public Library. The reviews 
are studied instead of the books; each as- 
sistant is scheduled an hour a week in the 
periodical room to read reviews and is ex- 
pected to eport upon specified magazines. A 
printed card is filled out with author, title, 
publisher, price, date and estimate, filed al- 
phabetically in the periodical room and later 
brought to the staff meeting for discussion. 
After the meeting these cards are stamped 
“ordered” or “not ordered” and kept on file 
in the circuiating room. This plan has been 
on trial but a short time, but it promises to 
be more practical than any other work that 
has been undertaken, it familiarizes the staff 
with reviews good and bad, it gives them an 
outlook over the library field broader than 
their own library affords, it estimates books 
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for library purchase and it inspires every 
member with a keener interest in the new 
book shelf. 

But after all, the value of the evening 
staff meeting is not in the work accomplished, 
that is necessarily desultory; but it is in the 
pleasant meeting together of the various de- 
partments, in the personal sympathy estab- 
lished and in the clearer understanding of the 
aims and purposes of each department by 
every other. In a large or growing library 
where many people are working together 
there is danger of the horizon being limited 
by the department line. Such a limited hori- 
zon must eventually cripple the library’s use- 
fulness, there must be constant sturdy 
pulling together, good team work. When one 
hears “my department” instead of “our 
library” it is the danger signal, there are 
breakers ahead. Staff meetings, I am con- 
vinced, when all take part and when in conse- 
quence the interest of each one is solicited 
and held, are one of the means of welding 
the staff together. Mary F. Isom. 


ST. JOSEPH FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY 


Since November, 1896, this library has 
been addicted to the “cabinet” meeting habit. 
These meetings have not been held at stated 
intervals, but rather as matters of interest 
were requiring consideration. Formal papers 
are not required, but every person present 
(which includes every one in the library 
capable of an opinion) is expected to give 
an opinion on the subject under consideration. 
Not only are matters discussed which are 
submitted by the librarian, but any question 
of conduct of the library coming within the 
province of the staff is freely discussed, com- 
mented upon and suggestions offered, The 
so-called “cabinet” proper consists of the 
heads of departments (for fear this sounds 
as though this was a large institution, with 
innumerable employees, it is proper to state 
that it means the larger portion of the staff; 
in fact, the head of the department is fre- 
quently the entire department). This simpli- 
fies matters greatly so far as meetings are 
concerned. Some, to us, most important mat- 
ters have thus been settled, and time has 
proven the wisdom of the decision arrived 
at. The manner and means of reorganizing 
the card catalog, of renumbering fiction, the 
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question of the card shelf-list, opening of the 
children’s room, enlargement thereof and 
plan of shelving books, besides hosts of other 
important matters, have been decided upon 
at these meetings. 

This “cabinet” has the making of the daily 
schedule of hours under its control, at first 
not without some misgivings on the part of 
the responsible power. The only restriction 
is the stated number of hours a week. It 
works successfully, as do all other decisions. 

Such time as is required for these meetings 
is in library hours. 

For a larger force I can understand the 
value of stated meetings, with regular pro- 
grams; but for a small force, where each 
member is in close touch with the work of 
the others, I do not see where greater value 
can be obtained than by our present plan. 

Purp B. Waricurt. 


UTICA PUBLIC LIBRARY 

For long it has been a custom in the Utica 
Public Library to hold staff meetings, more 
or less frequently under varying conditions 
and with differing purposes. 

The time used has always been library time, 
attendance is voluntary and no outside work 
is required. 

Instruction in the use of the card catalog 
has been given, a series of questions having 
been prepared to illuminate certain points. 
One by one these questions were taken up 
by the assistants, in turn — and followed out 
in all its detail. The ways of the catalogers 
were discussed, the reasons why were given, 
these consultations often resulting in prac- 
tical suggestions as to guides, cross references 
and other aids. The same method was em- 
ployed for the study of classification and book 
numbers. 

The use of reference books has proved to 
be one of our most necessary series, a subject 
which will bear repetition from season to 
season — with the addition of new reference 
books and the advent of new assistants. 
Questions actually asked at the reference 
desk were propounded and then followed the 
search, each one later telling why she selected 
her authority and wherein it offered the solu- 
tion or how it failed. Strong points of the 
authority were emphasized and weaknesses 
made manifest. 

At other times a subject would be selected 
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and a series of meetings spent in examining 
the books as they are on the shelves, both 
good and bad, For example, during several 
weeks an hour was devoted each Wednes- 
day morning to the history alcove, following 
along with the classification, using all avail- 
able bibliographical helps, comparing editions, 
emphasizing the author’s point of view — 
always trying to discover for what class of 
readers various writers are adapted. Again, 
questions of administration, of details at the 
delivery desk and of meeting the public have 
been discussed. 

Not only is time allowed for the meeting, 
but certain times are arranged for the de- 
sired reading. : 

Care is taken that this work in no way 
interferes with the regular routine of the 
library, while the added interest and en- 
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larged horizon makes that work go faster 
and more pleasantly. 
The most serious difficulty has been to find 
a convenient season to hold these meetings. 
With a library open daily from nine in the 
morning until nine in the evening, with dif- 
ferent departments to care for, there seems no 
time when all can assemble. With us the 
only way is that turns must be taken for the 
staff meeting and those on duty must be 
willing to work a little harder. This has 
proved possible because we have an interested 
and earnest staff — in fact it, more than any- 
thing else, increases this enthusiasm that is 
so necessary in good work—the esprit de 
corps which permeates, reflecting itself on the 
faces behind the desk and coming back in 
words of commendation from the public. 
Carottine M. UNDERHILL. 


By Teresa HitcuHier, Seperintendent of Cataloging, Brooklyn (N. Y.) Public Library 


In the first place I should like to change 
the title here given from “loan-desk assistant” 
to “loan-desk attendant,” thus putting that 
most important person more on a level with 
those of higher rank, since it is she, after 
all, on whom the success, certainly the popu- 
larity, of the library in great measure de- 
pends. The time is long since past when it 
was considered meet, if it ever really was, to 
permit “any one” to attend the desk, in other 
words the public, and to reserve for the 
more important work of the library —the 
cataloging and clerical work, and the ref- 
erence work in its more limited sense of that 
term—those possessed of more learning 
and knowledge and ability. The loan-desk 
attendant, if she would be successful in that 
“in the eye of the public” position, must 
first of all be able to see and realize its 
great possibilities and responsibilities. 

The picture of the ideal I am about to 
draw has been drawn so frequently and 
realized so seldom that the question arose in 
my mind “Why is this so”? The saying, 
“there is always room at the top” is a very 
true one—there are so few people, com- 
paratively speaking, who are competent to 
rise to the top in any profession. Take our 


*Read at the 17th annual meeting of the New 
Jersey Library Association, Trenton, Oct. 30, 1907. 


own calling, for example, and consider all 
the people whom you know and of whose 
work you are competent to judge, how many 
are fit, in your estimation, to become able 
leaders? Few you will find, I am certain. 
And it must be remembered that those who 
are able to go to the top in library work, 
possess in all probability the qualities and 
qualifications which would take them up the 
ladder in other situations in life. It is this 
fact, this problem, which confronts us to-day 
and which we are called upon to consider 
and to solve. While in our calling of li- 
brarianship there are to be found more 
workers than in other fields (possibly be- 
cause there are more women) who are will- 
ing to sacrifice salary to the love of work, 
yet as years go on and woman becomes more 
and more imbued with the business spirit, the 
spirit of competition and commerce of the 
age, so much more difficult will it be found 
to keep the kind of loan-desk attendant most 
desired and most needed. There are too 
many temptations outside librarianship, too 
many calls to the business world for the 
capable worker for us to shut our eyes to 
this unwelcome fact. The woman worker 
of to-day has a family to take care of or 
someone dependent on her for support al- 
most as frequently as has the man who 
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works. So the money remuneration must 
enter largely into her calculations, even 
though against her inclination. It would 
seem, therefore, before we seek or demand 
the almost impossibly perfect person we 
should like to place in command of the 
desk, that we must offer her a salary com- 
mensurate with our requirements, if she ful- 
fils them. Perhaps now it would be well 
to state those requirements more in detail. 

Maturity is a qualification I shall place 
first, since to answer to all the other require- 
ments I am about to mention a woman must 
have had experience, and must consequently 
have passed the age of the high school gradu- 
ate, whose years have been too few to enable 
her to absorb the necessary knowledge, to 
assimilate it and give it forth again. This 
is but too frequently forgotten or not taken 
into account as of sufficient importance and 
yet we wonder why affairs at the desk do 
not run as smoothly as we will they should. 
Let us blame ourselves, not the young girl, 
in this instance. She may be doing her 
best, even though her best is not good 
enough for our requirements. After all it 


is only knowledge and wisdom that make 
wise action, and though she may have native 
wisdom, she yet lacks the necessary knowl- 


She may need nothing but time to 
fulfil the promise she shows. Give her 
time, and your help and encouragement 
while it is passing, and you will find your 
reward in a few years. 

Good health is another of the main re- 
quisites for the desk attendant, since the 
lack of it brings in its train discouragement, 
inability to keep up and consequent inabil- 
ity to serve the public without apparent 
effort, something which the public is sure 
to resent—and I may say is entitled to re- 
sent in a measure. We do not any of us 
like to go into a store and feel we are 
adding to the cares and the work of one 
who seems already bending under the heavy 
strain. Our very sympathy makes us irrit- 
able and cross and sometimes disagreeable, 
mainly because we can’t help it—or her. 
Good health brings with it the ability and 
the strength for hard and prolonged work, 
without which the willingness to do is of prac- 
tically little value. Thus the value of an 
otherwise excellent desk attendant is ma- 
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terially lessened if owing to lack of health 
and strength she cannot be depended upon 
at all times and at any time, and the higher 
and more responsible the position she fills 
the greater is the loss from ill-health and the 
lack of endurance. 

Intuition becomes an almost invaluable 
asset when possessed by any individual, and 
particularly by the desk attendant. It pre- 
supposes so much. It means that the owner 
of it has the real gift, that of much knowl- 
edge, knowledge of men, of human nature, 
which no other knowledge equals in im- 
portance, The value of possessing keen in- 
tuition, combined with delicacy and tact — 
to know what to say and do and when, and 
what to leave unsaid and undone —can- 
not be overestimated. It is almost a 
synonym for tact (though intuition is pro- 
nouncedly broader and more far reaching in 
its resulis), that gift accorded to so few, 
that illusive, almost undefinable something, 
so almost impossible to cultivate when not 
God-given, though capable of development 
if the germ be present. It is not learning 
that is needed here, learning in the narrow 
sense of the term, which usually means 
much painfully acquired book knowledge. 
On the contrary, the learned desk attendant 
is handicapped from the start. Little in- 
formation but much knowledge is what is 
wanted. Information is full of traps, as I 
read somewhere recently, but knowledge 
avoids them; it reads men. Learned and 
scholarly men and women are also apt to be 
obscure, to live in a little corner of their 
cwn, in a little world by themselves, but 
the man or woman with intuition, with 
knowledge of men and of human nature, is 
out in the great world, breasting the tide of 
humanity and accomplishing momentous re- 
sults on the way. 

The desk attendant more than any other 
worker in the library field, more so even 
than the so-called reference assistant (for 
is not the desk attendant doing reference 
work on the largest, broadest scale?) must 
be a “snapper-up of unconsidered trifles” if 
she would best serve her public. She must 
know a little of everything and everything 
of some one thing, if she would increase or 
even maintain her efficiency. But above all 
things she must be a standing invitation to 
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She must realize 


the library's hospitality. 
that no amount of knowledge will make up 
for an indifferent spirit and no amount of 
training for the least discourtesy of manner, 


however trying the circumstances. Her 
principal object must be to first win, then 
accommodate and lastly keep her patrons, 
alike the timid and the self-assured, the 
haughty and the meek, the ignorant and the 
learned, the poor and the rich, mechanics 
and laborers and scholars and those of as- 
sured social position. 

Tactfulness may step in where all other 
measures seem to fail, though it should not 
be confounded with policy, which to my 
mind is something en a lower plane. Tact- 
fulness, the product or result of intuition, is 
not a form of insincerity, as is policy, rather 
may it be considered the highest outward 
expression of self-control in an individual. 

Before I name another specific qualifica- 
tion which should be required of the desk 
attendant, let me say that it were well for 
her if she possess negative qualities in 
abundance. By this I do not want to be 
understood to mean a mediocre or indiffer- 
ent personality, rather a personality so broad 
and so strong that it is capable of keeping 
its strength of will and of purpose in proper 
abeyance. But too often does the comfort 
or safety of her position and value to the 
institution she serves lie in the possession 
of these negative qualities. If she possess 
that great requisite, intuition, she will also 
possess the latter, or what amounts to the 
same thing, will know how to keep her more 
positive qualities in proper subjection. 

I shall now pass on to the group of qualifi- 
cations which are so closely related that one 
rarely exists without the others — court- 
esy, dignity and a pleasant manner, the 
cheerfulness and the enthusiasm expected of 
the desk attendant and exacted from her by 
the librarian. To be without these tends to 
greatly diminish her usefulness at the desk, 
her popularity with the public, for popular 
she must be with every one, though in vary- 
ing degrees, according to the difference in the 
natures with which she comes in contact. 
These are qualifications that may be culti- 
vated by anyone of average intelligence, and 
proper and willing spirit. Those who can- 


not or do not succeed may be considered 
beyond the pale. 
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There is a happy mean, however, here as 
in everything else, to be attained in the ex- 
ercise of these qualities. The existence of 
courtesy is based on the intuition of the 
moment, and that courtesy and dignity 
which is so stiff that it will not unbend or 
so indifferent that it seems to slight, is as 
detrimental to the effective presentation of 
personality as the cheerfulness that is gushing 
and officious and the enthusiasm that is over- 
effusive and therefore obtrusive and embar- 
rassing to others. An even, easy and tran- 
quil (though not placid) manner, which 
cannot be ruffled, impartially practiced to- 
wards all, whether they be friends or stran- 
gers, with perhaps a little empressement 
where it seems to be expected, and a slight 
subduing of outward expression, a more re- 
served manner, when that seems to gain bet- 
ter acceptance, is perhaps the most satis- 
factory. But here again intuition and tact 
will man the wheel and steer the attendant 
safely into harbor. Courtesy is an ennob- 
ling trait rarely to be found in small natures, 
and a courteous manner, a manner of ab- 
solute and unfailing good temper and self- 
control, it should be remembered, is alike 
a weapon and a protection, a shield which 
cannot be pierced to the undoing of its 
possessor, and which like a mirror reflects 
a like courtesy in others, even though they 
seem at first disinclined to accord it. 

Shall we say next, need we say, that un- 
limited patience must clothe the desk at- 
tendant as with a garment of velvet and 
steel? Patience, which is not subservience, 
that will give when need be, yet which will 
be able to bear the greatest strain without 
showing a flaw or break upon its surface? 
It is Thomas A. Edison who tells us, I 
believe, that “Patience and hard work will 
overcome any obstacle,” and certainly pa- 
tience combined with the qualities I have 
already mentioned will move mountains. I 
do not suppose Edison had in mind, any 
more than have I, the martyr-like exhibition 
of patience which draws a long suspiration, 
exhales a longer sigh and says in every way 
but words, “Well, what is it you wish?” 
and perhaps does not stop at words. 

A sense of humor in woman, it is often 
said, is mainly conspicuous by its absence. 
But I hold that that view is erroneous, 
though it applies to many, of course. Hu- 
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mor is one of those gifts, like intuition 
or tact, which is rarely a hot-house plant. 
It must grow and develop naturally or not 
at all. A sense of humor which is kindly, 
a wit which is not caustic, will make many 
things seem trifling which might otherwise 
cloud the day’s outlook and paralyze the en- 
ergies. Test your sense of humor some- 
times and see if you can laugh at yourself 
as well as at others. Therein lies the proof 
of a true sense of humor. Too frequently, 
however, the ability to say smart things, to 
ridicule or deride some timid member of 
the public (alas, sometimes even in his pres- 
ence) is likened to the possession of a sense 
of humor. Let us disabuse our minds of 
that idea at once. It is nothing more than 
ill-breeding, a lack of tact and delicacy and 
a decided want of consideration for the 
feelings of others. Derision is usually the 
refuge of the ignorant. We were better 
without such humor. The desk attendant is 
obliged to meet all kinds and classes of peo- 
ple, to gain the respect and confidence of all, 
to respect reticence when she meets it, to 
meet effusiveness and expansiveness half- 
way, and in all things to put herself in 
harmonious relations to persons and situa- 
tions, in short to “put herself in his 
place,” the place of the man outside the rail. 
If she observes this rule and adds but the 
golden rule “Do unto others as ye would 
that others should do unto you,” she will 
not go far astray, she combines all the main 
requisites — so let us hold on to her. 

The library schools can give technical 
training in methods, and experience, and can 
aid greatly by cultivating many of the qual- 
ifications I have mentioned, which lie latent 
in so many of our neophytes, yet they can- 
not do all. Common sense or “gumption,” 
which is really common sense in a more or 
less active state, common sense applied in 
emergencies, is at the bottom of much of the 
success of those at the top. Gumption, 
someone defines it, is independence united 
with proper subordination and good judg- 
ment. Common sense and gumption, with 
intuition and tact, will prevent (oh, would it 
did oftener!) the patronizing attitude too 
frequently adopted toward our public, the 
instructive attitude of endeavoring to lift 
them up, to lead them to higher things and 
a higher plane. If the desk attendant but 
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stopped to consider how much more so many 
of the people outside the rail knew than did 
she, if she but cast back her mind to the 
time (so short a time ago, after all) when 
she herself did not “know it all,” or think 
she did, if she but saw herself as others see 
her, and put herself in the other man’s place 
now and then, how often would she be 
deterred from officious, patronizing assist- 
ance. There is this one comfort which we 
may hug to ourselves. It is usually the too 
youthful desk attendant, the one fresh from 
school or apprentice class, full of a little 
dangerous knowledge, who is so cocksure of 
herself and so imbued with the active “mis- 
sionary” microbe, that with the best inten- 
tions in the world she may do harm. 

A knowledge of books and a liking for 
reading, a catholic taste, with the desire and 
the ability to reflect to some extent on what 
she reads will prove a support end consola- 
tion to the desk attendant in times of dis- 
couragement and weariness. Her efficiency 
will gradually be increased and the treasures 
of her own mind will be a solace and a 
refuge for her in times of need; no longer 
will she be obliged to depend on outside 
things and happenings alone for distraction 
or contentment. For the spirit of content- 
ment and peace comes from within, not from 
without. 

A sense of responsibility in the desk at- 
tendant, which develops the latent executive 
ability, if it exists in ever so slight a degree, 
is one of the most broadening of all in- 
fluences, and one of the surest indications of 
the maturity of an _ individual. When 
aroused it usually results in promoting in 
the one possessing it a greater degree of con- 
sideration for others and a greater degree of 
care in her own every action. It arouses 
ambition which may be boundless, but which 
should never be ruthless, and tends to make 
for the increased efficiency of the institution 
if properly directed, rather than for self ag- 
grandizement and self advancement. 

This brings me almost to the end of my 
list, and though I have kept certain items 
for the last, I do not consider them of least 
importance. 

A neat, clean and pleasing personal ap- 
pearance is, of course, essential to any 
attendant who serves the public, and though 
not so necessary from a purely practical 
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point of view in the cataloger or other hid- 
den delver, yet would be of material ad- 
vantage even to her. A business sense of 
punctuality and accuracy and a realization 
of the importance of so-called small things 
will do much to make the desk attendant not 
only popular with her public but popular 
with and useful to her librarian. 

Nothing should be considered too trifling 
to be given care and thought. A _ small 
inaccuracy here leads not only to serious 
consequence there, is apt not only to lessen 
the confidence of the librarian in his assist- 
ant, but lead the assistant herself into care- 
less and slovenly habits. There are no small 
things. To quote from a friend of mine— 

“While it takes every one of the 360 
degrees to complete a circle; while 99 cents 
won't make a dollar; while a wheel is made 
up of many spokes; there are no small 
things, 

“While a cent will buy the news of the 
world; while a minute will catch an im- 
portant train; while a finger mark will dis- 
cover a criminal; while a two-cent postage 
stamp will take a letter five thousand miles; 
there are no small things. 

“While a battle may be lost for a moment’s 
delay; while a man may starve for a morsel 
of food, or famish for a glass of water; 
there are no small things. 

“While a smile may brighten a whole life- 
time; while a single kind word may avert 
despair; there are no small things. 

“It takes only a small percentage of im- 
ports to pay the federal expense. It takes 
only a fraction of one per cent. to educate 
the world. It takes only a little time and 
effort to improve the mind. So how can 
there be any small things ?”—particularly in 
the work of the once perhaps underrated 
but now no longer unimportant desk at- 
tendant. 

We cannot hope as yet for the highest 
development of all these qualifications in any 
one desk attendant, but it were better that 
she possess all in some degree than that she 
lack even one entirely. 

So much for the desk assistant as we 
would like and as we hope to see her; so 
much for what we think she ought to be 
and to do. Now for a few words on the 
duty of the librarian toward his desk assist- 
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ant, that these qualifications we have men- 
tioned may be well-watered and sunned, 
and encouraged and coaxed to develop and 
grow. What the librarian is and as he acts 
so will in great measure the desk assistant 
become and act. We all have to work for 
something outside of ourselves. What we 
ourselves do not or cannot give we must 
not expect in great measure, if at all, from 
others. 

Esprit de corps does not begin at the foot, 
among the assistants, but rather at the top, 
with the librarian, whose example, good or 
bad, is instinctively followed... It is in his 
power to arouse and encourage enthusiasm 
and interest in the work among his staff, as 
it is also in his power to crush all ambition 
and loyalty. He must be possessed of the 
wisdom of the serpent and the harmlessness 
of the dove, a sense of fairness and justice 
combined with leniency and mercy; a man- 
ner that may be personal but not ever par- 
tial. He can so easily oil the wheels of the 
machinery so that the desk assistant and her 
public will run smoothly and agreeably; he 
can put a brake or drag on her spirits until 
her human machine runs down and her ef- 
forts avail nothing. He should tell her of 
any fault or any error in a spirit of help- 
fulness, not of carping and destructive crit- 
icism, which has no remedy to suggest. He 
should encourage her to feel free to come 
to him at any time with any trouble or 
question, and weigh his answer or advice 
carefully and speak advisedly. It is almost 
needless to say that correction or reproof 
given in public fails to accomplish that for 
which it aims, and but tends to hurt the feel- 
ings and harden the sensibilities of the one so 
reproved. 

Some people, librarians among others, 
they being still human, like best to have 
working under them those whom they may 
patronize, In other words they prefer peo- 
ple to work for them rather than with them, 
they would select their inferiors rather than 
their equals or their superiors (in all but 
position) with whom to labor. Such will 
have results as different as between those 
produced by slave labor and by co-operative 
labor. In the latter case, though the profits 
shared may not have a monetary value, yet 
how immeasurably better is the result, the 
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outcome of a harmonious working together 
and striving for the same end, the welfare of 
the institution. 

If it does not make much difference to 
the librarian, seemingly, whether the work 
is done well or ill, it will soon cease to 
make much to the desk attendant, since the 
final responsibility, after all, does not rest 
on her. Emerson says “Our chief want in 
life is some one who shall make us do what 
we can,” and to the librarian or other head, 
is given the privilege of making the desk at- 
tendant do what she can. He could not do 
better than emulate the wisdom of Julius 
Cesar, of whom it was said “He was ex- 
tremely assiduous and strict in the adminis- 
tration of justice”... that “he neither no- 
ticed all the transgressions of his soldiers, 
nor punished them according to strict rule” 
... “that he never addressed them by the 
title of soldiers, but by the kinder phrase of 
‘Fellow-soldiers’” ...and that “he never 
yielded to them when they were insub- 
ordinate.” 

To sum up, the qualifications that go to 
produce the Ideal Loan-desk attendant, 
would be, according to my reckoning, 

The tactful subordination of her too posi- 
tive qualities 

Maturity 

Intuition and tact 

Good health and strength and ability for 
hard work 

Courtesy, cheerfulness, good temper and 
self-control 

Enthusiasm and hopefulness 

Unlimited patience 

Knowledge of books and a 
reading 

Sense of humor 

Common sense, gumption and resourceful- 
ness 

Accuracy, punctuality and a good memory 

Pleasing personality 

Industry and energy 

Sense of responsibility 

And the cheerful backing and earnest co- 
operation of her librarian. 

Finally I would thankfully express my 
relief that as cataloger it is not necessary for 
me to possess all of these qualifications — 
which is perhaps the reason J am still a 
cataloger. 


liking for 
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STAFF CC/NFERENCES. 
P. F. Farrow, in Library World 

It is obvious that a library having a well- 
informed staff must be of much greater value 
to the public than one where the people are 
attended to by a collection of automatic book- 
fetching-stamping machines. Nothing is more 
annoying to a borrower, when asking a ques- 
tion, than to be met with an expression of 
blankness, It is therefore to the benefit of the 
librarian, of the staff, and of everybody con- 
cerned, that something shall be done to create 
a little enthusiasm in the breasts of those 
who have got into the state of acting by rou- 
tine, and who take no personal interest in the 
work. If our public libraries are to be efficient 
institutions, it is imperative that the staffs 
shall be composed of smart assistants. 

One way in which there is a possibility of 
creating some ambition in the minds of the 
juniors and obtaining a certain amount of 
proficiency is by organizing a staff-debating 
society, or a series of conferences. So far as 
the writer’s knowledge goes, very few libraries 
have in connection with their staffs any insti- 
tution whereby the assistants are encouraged 
to look up matters relative to their profession, 
or to air their views on any points in which 
they are especially interested. 

It is submitted that a series of meetings of 
this kind, which could be organized by one 
member of the staff concerned, would have 
good results. Papers might be given on va- 
ricus subjects connected with public library 
work, to be followed by discussions. Where 
the staff is large enough, English literature 
might be taken in the various periods or a 
series of papers could be given on connected 
subjects. If the librarian were sufficiently 
interested an occasional lecture from him 
would be greatly appreciated. He would thus 
have the opportunity of assisting in the educa- 
tion of his staff as regards public library work, 
and also of impressing upon them his own 
ideas, which after all are the main things an 
assistant has to study. 

The meetings of the various associations 
are very helpful but they are not sufficient. 
At these meetings those who “orate” are 
usually persons who have some years’ experi- 
ence of the work, and naturally the majority 
of the younger members of the profession feel 
reluctant to take part in the discussions. To 
many of these the meetings eventually become 
a bore and they stay away. 

It is suggested, however, that by taking 
part in staff conferences they would become 
accustomed to state their opinions and to di- 
gest those of others. This would have the 
effect of heightening the whole tone of the 
profession. The meetings of the associations 
would be better attended and the results of 
the meetings would be more valuable. The 
more encouragement the assistants receive in 
making themselves proficient, the more pop- 
ular will public libraries become. 
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A. L. A. SUBJECT HEADINGS. III 


Tue purpose of these three articles may be 
summed up in this: What catalog headings, 
either in general classes or in particular in- 
stances, compel you who meet the public al- 
ways to translate from the reader’s phrase- 
ology into the terminology of the catalog? 
These are what we wish to revise, bringing 
into line with intelligent public usage. But 
we catalogers are not able to do this except 
as you give us the information. May I ask 
you (reference librarian) and you (loan li- 
brarian) and you (librarian who is also cat- 
aloger) each to send me your experiences on 
the questions set forth in these three articles 
by Jan. 5, 1908, if possible. Do not think, as did 
one capable librarian:,“I did not suppose you 
would care for my opinion — my library is so 
small.” Give me rather the encouragement 
of her who writes in faith: “you really care 
for our 7x9 experiences.” How may I give 
you to understand my helpless dependence 
upon just you who are meeting the plain peo- 
ple! My knowledge of what these people 
need cannot be gained through books nor cat- 
alogs nor office study, but only vicariously 
through your everyday contact with their 
questions. I beseech you, therefore, not to 
turn back upon me, barren of results, this rare 
opportunity for shaping the coming catalog of 
the public library by the public needs rather 
than by cataloging rules and theories. 

1. As stated in the October number of this 
series, the readers’ thought seems to tend to- 
ward subject first and particular place second. 
A few librarians have declared their wish for 
everything under subject rather than under 
country or state, except in History and Travel. 
In order to ascertain the extent of this feel- 
ing, I will ask you to report experiences with 
the majority of your inquirers (being sure it 
is the public’s and not merely your own mental 
habit) upon the following most doubtful sub- 
jects: Army of Germany — do they think first 
(and therefore look first in the catalog) for 
Army or for Germany? 

Using in each case some country other than 
the United States or some state other than 
your own, apply this question in like manner 
to: Antiquities (would (Archeology be bet- 
ter); Census; Church history; Civilization; 
Climate ; Commerce ; Constitution ; Diplomatic 
and consular service (and are these two better 
separate, or if together would they be better 
as Consular and diplomatic service?); Fi- 
nance; Fortifications; Gazetteers; Govern- 
ment; Government publications (or is this 
better as Public documents?) ; Guidebooks; 
Land question; Law (history and criticism) ; 
Laws, statutes, etc.; National characteristics ; 
Physical geography ; Police: Politics; Popula- 
tion; Race questions; Religion; Sanitary af- 
fairs (and would Hygiene, Public be bet- 
ter?) ; Statistics, Vital (and would Vital sta- 
tistics be better?) ; Surveys. 
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2. Is there any considerable tendency to 
wish the catalog of authors, of subjects, and 
of titles each separate? 

3. Dictionaries, Directories: As your calls 
come, would these be most useful under Dic- 
tionaries and Directories ; or under, ¢.g., Tech- 
nical dictionaries, Artists — Directories, New 
York — Directories; or entered imder both 
forms ? 

4. Pronunciation of French: Do your pa- 
trons want this under Pronunciation or under 
French? 

5. Do your readers distinguish in their re- 
quests between Domestic animals and Live 
stock? If so, on what basis; and is the line 
of demarcation sufficiently clear to warrant 
both headings? 

6. Would “Domestic animals — Diseases” 
serve best for those popular books intended 
for the plain citizen who owns a sick dog or 
cow or horse; and “Veterinary medicine” in 
addition for those technical books useful to 
the D. V. M.? 

7. Is “Household science” or “Home eco- 
nomics” better now than “Domestic econ- 
omy” ? 

8. Is Sanitation for houses, camps, school 
buildings, etc,, thought of first under Sanita- 
tion or under House, Camp, School, etc. ? 

9. Newspaper men look with contempt upon 
the word Journalism, preferring instead 
“Newspaper work.” The amateur is still like- 
ly to call for Journalism. Which prevails in 
your library? 

10. A few workers have reported the need 
of some term beginning with “Writing” which 
shall replace the little-known term “Author- 


ship.” Will “Writing for publication” an- 
swer? Is “Magazine writing” needed in ad- 
dition? 


11. Do your patrons use “Currency ques- 
tion” in a clearly different sense from 
“Money”? If so, is the former confined to 
present-day questions of quantity, circulation, 
elasticity, etc., and the latter to material, his- 
tory, general theories, etc.? Does your li- 
brary need both? 

12. Do your patrons prefer “Government” 
rather than “Political science”? 

13. Do present-day usages justify the fol- 
lowing distinctions: “Theater” for building 
and equipment; “Drama” for literature; 
“Stage” for art of presentation on the boards, 
history, ethics, criticism, etc.; “Acting” for 
personal and professional qualification, train- 
ing, etc. ? 

14. Will your patrons be better served by, 
e.g., “Chinese in U. S.— California,” or by 
“Chinese in California” separated from U. S. 
by “Chinese in Canada,” etc. ? 

15. Many subjects arise for which no term 
exists in the reader’s mind and none in the 
catalog and which the reference librarian is 
puzzled to locate. Such an example is: The 
feeling or sentiment between the peoples of 
two countries, either as prejudice or as pre- 
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dilection. It is not always crystallized into 
government actions and is not discussed under 
the subhead Foreign relations (i.e., Diplo- 
macy) of these countries. One librarian sug- 
gests the term, e.g., “International sentiment 
— American and German.” Another suggests 
“Race questions — Americans and Germans ;” 
another “United States and Germany;” an- 
other “Americans and Germans;” another 
“Germany — International sentiment (toward 
U. S.).” What term have you found most 
a al. Another subject is: Public ac- 


tion toward the preserv ation of beautiful land-. 


scapes, historic and scenic landmarks, etc. 
Have you any good heading? What ‘other 
elusive subjects have you found needing 
terms? 

16. Are your readers better served with 
“See also” reference cards at the end of the 
subject or at the beginning? Or, is it bet- 
ter to place the general references at the be- 
ginning and all references to collateral infor- 
mation at the end, such as lists of biographies, 
special localities, particular institutions, etc, ? 

EstHEeR CRAWFORD, 
34 Newbury st., Boston, Mass. 


SEX-RATIO OF LIBRARY USERS 
(From Report of Pratt Institute Free Library, 1906-7) 


WE tried during the year a little experiment 
in statistics that has some interest. The re- 
mark is often made in conversation, and oc- 
casionally by some individual in the public 
press, that public libraries are “used only by 
women and children, who read chiefly fiction.” 
Those who do public library work, and who 
know from actual experience how much se- 
rious reference work and reading is done 
from library resources by both men and 
women, find a sufficient answer to this state- 
ment in a smile or a hot contradiction, ac- 
cording to temperament. But since judg- 
ments in such matters are rarely founded on 
anything but a general impression, it seemed 
worth while to verify the one we ourselves 
had regarding the use of this library. We 
therefore kept a few statistics for a single 
month — March, one of the months of heavy 
use. A count was kept of those who came 
to the circulating department to get or to 
return books. It was not possible to make 
such figure complete without detailing some 
one to record them, as people were unkind 
enovgh to come in when the attendant who 
added these figures to her other duties was 
called by one of these to some part of the 
room where she could not see the entrance 
door. But there is no reason to suppose that 
the persons thus omitted would, if included, 
have made any change in the sex-ratio. That 
was as follows: 


per women ge 
4087 men and bo 


8934 


As we know from observation that there 
are many more women and girls who come to 
get books for father, husband, or brother than 
there are men and boys who come to get 
them for mother, wife, or sister, we conclude 
that there is very little difference in the mas- 
culine and feminine use of the library, as far 
as numbers go. It is certain that as a rule 
the men read less fiction, and it is interesting 
to note that every Saturday in March showed 
a decided preponderance of men users of the 
circulating department. 

In the general reference department the ac- 
count shows: 

750 women and girls. 

715 men and boys. 
The art reference room, where an actual count 
was not feasible, showed on test counts an 
almost exact equality in numbers, while the 
1487 visitors to the applied science reference 
department were doubtless all men. So that 
in the reference use the men and boys made 
up over 73 per cent. 

In all these figures the children under 14 are 
excluded, as trying to count them on a busy 
afternoon would resemble an attempt at count- 
ing bees in the hive when they are active. 
Casual but frequent surveys during the month 
failed to reveal any apparent balance one way 
or the other. 

Our community is an ordinary one, as far 
as the sex of its constituency goes, and our 
library is organized and run like other mod- 
ern free public‘libraries. There is no reason 
to suppose, therefore, that its use differs from 
that of others. 

_ The importance of this question as to sta- 
tistics of use is one that can easily be exag- 
gerated, and the figures given here are meant 
to prove nothing more than that criticisms 
of public libraries may be severe, sincere, 
and long-lived without being founded on facts. 


GOVERNMENT STATISTICS OF LI- 
BRARIES: SUGGESTIONS FOR 
IMPROVEMENT 


Tue Commissioner of Eviucation has _re- 
ceived from the secretary of the American 
Library Association the following letter relat- 
ing to the forthcoming statistics of libraries: 

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION, 


New York, 
4 November, 1907. 


“Dr. Elmer E. Brown, Commissioner of Education, 
Washington, D. 
“My Dear Mr. Brown: 

“On behalf of the American Library Asso- 
ciaticn I submit herewith the following sug- 
gestions relative to such changes in the statis- 
tical report on libraries of the United States 
(last appearing as chap. 18 of your report for 
1903) as will make it more useful to library 
workers throughout the country: 

“1. The summaries (page 759-78 in the 1903 
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report) are excellent in scope and arrange- 
ment and may well be continued just as they 
are. 
“2. It is desirable to add to the 19 headings 
under which is grouped the material forming 
the body of the report the following items: 


i ivi into 
Total binding and periodicals) 
Salaries 
Other expenses 

“If in order to include these items it be- 
comes necessary to omit any of the present 19 
items, it would seem that nos, 4, 10 and 17 
could best be spared from the tables, although 
it is to be hoped that they would continue to 
figure in the introductory summaries. 

“3. It would be very desirable to have the 
Bureau of Education append to the statistical 
summaries or to the velume, a digest of the 
library laws of the several states. Such a 
compilation would prove of immense 
to all library workers, and specially to those 
engaged in the work of library extension. The 
material of this sort is widely scattered and 
much of it so difficult to procure that it is very 
much needed in consolidated form. : 

“4. There are now 27 state library commis- 
sions, including three state libraries, which 
are charged with similar duties, and from the 
states represented thus, accurate and reliable 
lists of libraries could be furnished. If you 
could send out detailed instructions and cop- 
ies of your forms, the library commission in 
each state could furnish the entire section of 
tables ready for the printer. It may also be 
possible for the League of Library Commis- 
sions (an organization affiliated with the A. 
L. A.) through correspondence with interested 
librarians in non-commission states, to secure 
similar lists from the latter. It is the absence 
of reports from many of the libraries in dif- 
ferent states and in the out-of-date informa- 
tion supplied that the statistical tables in your 
report heretofore have proven unsatisfactory. 
I can assure you of the active agency of the 
Le: gue of Library Commissions in this mat- 
ter, which we venture to hope may prove of 
service to the Bureau of Education in making 
your statistics as complete, as accurate and 
up-to-date as it is possible to make them. 

“s. Owing to the rapid amplification and 
widespread distribution of state, county and 
proprietary travelling library systems the sug- 
gestion is submitted that if a separate sum- 
mary of statistics showing date, headquarters, 
source of support. annual expenditure, num- 
ber of books, total circulation, etc., can be in- 
cluded in the report, it will be more repre- 
sentative of American library work. The 
table on page 75 of the Handbook of the 

seague of Library Commissions for 1907 is 
cited as furnishing a basis for such a feature 
of your report. 

“6. The American Library Association is 
very ready to serve the Bureau of Education 
at any time and to any exterft with suggestion 
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or comment. It is hoped that the co-opera- 
tion of the League of Library Commissions 
and its component members will make it pos- 
sible to issue the statistical report within a 
few months after the actual compilation of 
the data. 

“With hearty gratitude for your encourag- 
ing interest in this feature of the work of 
your office which touches library work so in- 
timately, I am 

“Yours very truly, 
(Signed) J. I. Wver, Secretary.” 

The Eeonidesonce of Education would be 
glad to receive further suggestions regarding 
these statistical schedules. 


LEGISLATIVE REFERENCE WORK IN 
BALTIMORE 


THE success and growth of departments of 
legislative reference and the lack of knowl- 
edge concerning the existence of such depart- 
ments in connection with municipalities has 
prompted this short account of one which has 
been in operation in Baltimore only since Jan. 
I, 1907. 

This new department, the first of its kind, 
is under the control of a board consisting of 
the mayor, city solicitor, president of Johns 
Hopkins University, president of the Muni- 
cipal Art Society and president of the Mer- 
chants and Manufacturers Association. But 
upon Dr. Horace E. Flack, the executive, 
sometimes called statistician and sometimes 
librarian, falls the chief duty of the depart- 
ment. is tact, knowledge of human nature 
and complete subjugation of his own opin- 
ions, must win for him the confidence of the 
city officials whose needs he supplies through 
material he has collected upon any subject 
desired by them. Constant investigation and 
accumulation of laws of the different states 
and cities, together with the material relat- 
ing to the practical operation and effect of 
such laws, are among his chief duties. He 
anticipates subjects of proposed legislation 
by the General Assembly of Maryland and 
of the City Council of Baltimore, and has 
ready for the legislator various material: 
bills and records concerning similar subjects 
of other states and cities both here and 
abroad, newspaper clippings, magazine arti- 
cles, reports, etc., which are all classified by 
the Dewey system and so made available at 
a moment’s notice. Minute analyzation is 
constantly being done so that short but im- 
portant articles, otherwise lost in the vast 
sea of pages, may be referred to by the card 
index, 

The value of such a department to a mu- 
nicipality whose problems are often more 
complicated and undeveloped than the state 
or national government will cause it in future 
to be the greatest possible influence in the 
betterment of city conditions both political 
and social. Experience is truly the best in- 
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structor, and the experience of other cities 
of the world may save thousands of dollars 
to one alone. 

The co-operation of other such departments 
would be a great step in the municipal world, 
and would so raise our city standards as to 
bring students of municipal questions from 
the Old World to the New. For the city is 
now recognized as an organization even more 
important for the welfare of humanity than 
the state or even the national government. 

It is a good plan for every such depart- 
ment to specialize upon one particular sub- 
ject, such as municipal ownership (that of 
Baltimore), street railways, labor legislation, 
etc., so that the most expert knowledge may 
be obtained. 

Any information regarding Baltimore’s new 
department, including a pamphlet concerning 
the work, will gladly be sent on request. 

Mary S. Wa tis, Librarian. 
Department of Legislative Reference, 
City Hall, Baltimore, Md. 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN OF 
CONGRESS 


Tue report of the Librarian of Congress 
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1907, was 
presented to Congress Dec. 5. It records ac- 
cessions of 78,965 volumes and pamphlets, 
which, allowing for withdrawals and dupli- 
cates, represented a net gain of 54,604. “Phe 
total contents of the library is given as 
1,433,848 v. and pamphlets, 98,483 maps and 
charts, 464,618 pieces of music, and 253,822 
prints. In addition to the net accessions two 
important collections were acquired —the 
Yudin library of over 80,000 volumes relating 
to Russia and Siberia; and a notable collec- 
tion of gooo works relating to Japan, gath- 
ered for the library by Dr. Kan-Ichi Asakawa, 
of Yale University. Both these collections 
are described in some detail, and the ac- 
count of their extent and variety is ex- 
tremely interesting. The Yudin collection 
ranks legally as a purchase, says Mr. Put- 
nam, “but as the sum paid scarcely ex- 
ceeded a third of what the owner himself 
had expended in the accumulation of it over 
a period of 30 years, and as his chief induce- 
ment to part with it was the desire to have it 
render a useful public service in our Na- 
tional Library, I prefer to record it as pri- 
marily a gift.” The report contains a por- 
trait of Gennadius Vasilievich Yudin, and a 
view of the building at Krasnoiarsk in which 
the library was stored. An interesting fea- 
ture of the list of accessions is the record 
of 10,039 publications received by interna- 
tional exchange from foreign governments, 
as against 3522 in 1906. It is pointed out 
that, “insensibly, and without special ad- 
vertisement, the Library of Congress is, 
through this system of exchange, not merely 
strengthening its own resources, but becom- 
ing in a measure a sort of clearing house for 
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other American libraries. It cannot under- 
take to become so completely; it has neither 
the space to accommodate the pending ma- 
terial nor free service with which to handle 
it. But within its space or means it has no 
scruple in utilizing its own duplicates to 
strengthen well-administered libraries else- 
where, nor in accepting surplus material 
from the government institutions which may 
become useful for this purpose. It felt free 
to aid the libraries of San Francisco after 
the earthquake and fire, without reference 
to immediate return in exchange, and aided 
out of its duplicate stock the library of Van- 
derbilt University after the fire there.” 

Summarized reports for the various divi- 
sions — Manuscripts, Documents, Maps and 
charts, Music, Periodicals, Prints — indicate 
steady growth and many activities designed 
to make these collections better known to 
and more available by the public. In the 
Catalogue Division, the work accomplished 
shows an increase over the preceding year. 
Brief mention is made of the important part 
taken by the library in the preparation of the 
joint code of British and American catalog 
rules. “Considerable progress has been made 
in the selection of cards for books printed in 
America prior to 1800. About 2000 titles 
have so far been found among the entries 
represented by printed cards. Four copies 
of each card are selected from the stock and 
arranged as follows: First copy by author; 
second copy by printer; third copy by place 
of printing; fourth copy by year of imprint. 
When the sections of the library which are 
particularly rich in early Americana (The- 
ology and Ecclesiastical History, Miscel- 
laneous pamphlets, etc.) have been recata- 
loged, these records should be of much ser- 
vice to bibliographers and students interested 
in the history of early printing in the United 
States.” 

Subscribers to the printed catalog cards are 
given as 952; 188 names having been added 
during the year. The increase in sale of 
cards was about 14 per cent. over the pre- 
vious year. The stock has been increased 
by the addition of cards covering about 
55,000 titles, giving a total of about 280,000 
titles represented by these cards. “Orders 
by subject for bibliographical purposes con- 
tinue to increase in number and _ variety. 
One hundred and seventy-one orders are now 
on file for cards currently printed on vari- 
ous topics; e.g., “Colonies,” “Disinfectants,” 
“Electrical industries,” “Henry Hudson,” 
“Home economics,” “Law,” Library archi- 
tecture,” “Medicine,” “Mexico,” “Precious 
stones.” 

In reviewing the administrative changes of 
the year Mr. Putnam records as “a loss to 
the service of serious importance” the resig- 
nation of Mr. David Hutcheson, for many 
years superintendent of the reading room; 
and notes also with regret the transfer of 
Mr. W. Dawson Johnson, of the library staff, 
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to the librarianship of the Bureau of Edu- 
cation. Distribution of the library publica- 
tions, the privileges of library use, inter-li- 
brary loans, bibliographic aid given to in- 
quirers, and exhibit made at the Jamestown 
exposition are other subjects that receive 
attention. 

The report includes, as usual, the separate 
report of the superintendent of building and 
grounds, which has special interest in its out- 
line of the necessary provision to be made 
for the library’s growth. Mr. Green recom- 
mends as an immediate measure that the 
southeast courtyard be’ filled with shelving 
and roofed over. “The cost would be about 
Sss0/000, and the construction simply a solid 
mass of iron and steel shelving with stone 
decks, aie nine stories or tiers, filling 
the entire court from the ground to the top 
of the present ——a and there roofed over. 
The upper or tenth floor should be reserved 
for an indispensable assorting room, under 
skylights and open to the outer air.” - On 
the problem of future extension, he says: 
“The problem of housing and _ preserving, 
usefully and economically, an indefinitely in- 
creasing collection of library matter is far 
simpler than may at first be imagined. Li- 
brary buildings as ordinarily understood are 
not needed for this purpose. They would 
be wholly unsuitable. Only an extension of 
one of the plainest and least expensive sec- 
tions of the ordinary library building is re- 
quired. When the present building shall 
have received all the shelving it may accom- 
modate, without impairment of its efficiency 
as the library building proper, storage shelv- 
ing may be extended into plain, simple, in- 
expensive but appropriate buildings in the 
neighborhood. These structures would be 
almost solid masses of shelving, and cost 
but little more than the shelving itself, while 
the contents would be equally accessible and 
available with the materials in the main 
library building. A mass of shelving and 
building of this character, only 150 feet 
square and 8o feet high, would cost $1,000,000 
and hold the enormous quantity of 5,000,000 
volumes.” 

The report of the Register of Copyrights, 
included as appendix 2, records gross re- 
ceipts of $87,384.31, and salary expendi- 
tures $74,072.37. Entries of title numbered 
123,829, of which 112,574 were for produc- 
tions of citizens or residents of the United 
States; 227,047 articles were deposited in 
compliance with the copyright law. “Of the 
uncleared deposits accumulated in the copy- 
right office prior to July 1, 1897, there still 
remains a total of 97,418 articles.” 

The appropriation granted the library (in- 
cluding copyright office) for 1907, was 
$445,512.15, of which $08,000 was for “in- 
crease of library” and $7300 for contingent 
expenses. In addition $205,000 was the allot- 


ment for printing and binding; and $135,305 
the appropriation for care of building and 
grounds, including Sunday service. 
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ASSOCIATION OF MEDICAL LIBRA- 
RIANS 


Tue tenth annual meeting of the Associa- 
tion of Medical Librarians, held at Atlantic 
City, on June 3, 1907, is reported in full in 
the recently issued number of the Medical 
Library and Historical Journal. The meeting, 
which was conducted by the president, Dr. 
George Dock, of Ann Arbor, Mich., was held 
at the Marlborough-Blenheim Hotel, with an 
attendance of about 25. 

The report of the secretary, Albert T. Hunt- 
ington, recorded a membership of 65 library 
members, 44 individual members, and 2 hon- 
orary members, makimg a total of III names. 
It stated that a communication had been re- 
ceived from J. I. Wyer, Jr., secretary of the 
American Library Association, suggesting that 
the Association of Medical Librarians hold 
its annual meeting in connection with the an- 
nual conference of the A. L. A., and affiliate 
with the latter body. No action was taken 
on this suggestion, and the secretary's report 
was accepted and ordered on file. The treas- 
urer’s report showed expenses of $447.02, and 
a balance of $27.04. 

The report of the executive committee was 
largely devoted to the work of the Bureau of 
Exchange, which is the chief purpose and 
activity of the association. This exchange re- 
ceives from libraries and individuals gifts of 
duplicates and other books and material, 
which are distributed among the library mem- 
bers in response to “want” lists submitted by 
them. Since the previous annual meeting 1464 
bound volumes and 4305 journals were dis- 
tributed in this way to 65 libraries. To facil- 
itate this distribution the bureau has begun 
the issue of a series of monthly lists of mate- 
rial to be disposed of. “The 500 lots listed 
represent nearly 5000 volumes (many of them, 
of course, being duplicates), arranged on 
the shelves ready for immediate shipment as 
soon as the lists are returned by the members 
with their wants indicated thereon.” The ex- 
ecutive committee recommended that a com- 
mittee be appointed, made up of members in 
different parts of the country, to co-operate 
with the secretary in gaining new members 
for the association; and that a pamphlet be 
printed containing the constitution and by- 
laws, list of members, historical sketch of the 
association, to be used, together with a sam- 
ple list of the exchange, in sending out letters 
= application blanks soliciting new mem- 
ers. 

Among the matters of business transacted 
was a decision to adopt an official seal for the 
association; and amendment to the constitu- 
tion changing the name of the organization to 
the Medical Library Association. Officers 
were elected as follows: president, Dr. George 
Dock, Ann Arbor, Mich.: vice-president, Dr. 
John H. Musser, Philadelphia; secretary, Miss 
Ada Bunnell, Albany, N. Y.; treasurer, Dr. 
George D. Hersey, Providence, R. I. 

The scientific program of the meeting in- 
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cluded papers on “The ‘Pyretologia’ of Robert 
Talbor: an episode in book hunting,” by Dr. 
George Dock; “Early medical libraries in 
America,” by Dr. Francis R. Packard; “Doc- 
tors of Samuel Johnson and his court,” by 
Dr, James P. Warbasse; “How much is the 
library appreciated?” by Dr. Charles Perry 
Fisher; “Medical history repositories,” by Dr. 
William Browning; and “The Association of 
Medical Libraries, past, present and future,” 
by Albert T. Huntington. There was a dis- 
cussion of “Ways and means of bringing the 
members of the association into closer touch 
with each other during the year,” in the course 
of which Miss M. R. Charlton, of Montreal, 
suggested that a co-operative index to the 
Index Medicus should be undertaken. Four 
of the papers read are given in the current 
number of the Medical Library and Historical 
Journal, and the others are announced for 
later publication there. 


PROPOSED INTERNATIONAL CON- 
GRESS OF LIBRARIANS AND 
ARCHIVISTS 


At its meeting in Brussels on Sept. 22, last, 
the Association of Belgian Archivists and Li- 
brarians decided to arrange for an Interna- 
tional Congress of Archivists and Librarians, 
to be held in Brussels in 1910, in connection 
with the proposed international exposition. 
An organizing committee, headed by Mm. 
Gaillard, archivist-general of Belgium, and 
Van den Gheyn, custodian of manuscripts 3t 
the Royal Library of Belgium, has been ap- 
pointed to communicate regarding the pro- 
posed congress with the office of the Interna- 
tional Congress of Librarians held at Paris 
in 1900, and with associations of archivists 
and of librarians in all countries. Regarding 
the proposed union, in the same congress, 
of archivists and librarians, the members of 
the Belgium association are said to be unani- 
mous in the opinion that aside from special- 
ized subjects, which may be considered in 
separate section meetings, there are many 
points of interest common to both archivists 
and librarians, for the study of which the pro- 
posed congress should be useful. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY INSTITUTE 


Tue American Library Institute meeting, 
announced for Dec. 10, has been postponed 
till midwinter, because Dr. Canfield, chairman 
of the local committee, has been called to Eu- 
rope till after the holidays. Members are re- 
quested to send to the president, Melvil 
Dewey, Lake Placid Club, Essex County, 
N. Y., the topics which they think most im- 
portant to have discussed at this winter meet- 
ing. A number of our strongest librarians 
have signified their intention of being present, 
and expressed their belief that two days free 
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from all routine business and outside dis- 
tractions will be exceedingly profitable in con- 
sidering the broader problems of librarianship 
which must need consideration just now. 
Suggestions for topics of discussion will be 
welcome from those not members of the 
Institute. 


MICHIGAN STATE TEACHER’ 
ASSOCIATION. 


The 55th annual meeting of the Michigan 
State Teachers’ Association, one of the largest 
of the state teachers’ associations of the coun- 
try, was held at Battle Creek, Thursday, Fri- 
day and Saturday, Oct. 24-26, 1907. More 
than 4000 teachers registered, and it was be- 
lieved that on Friday nearly 7000 persons were 
in attendance. The general sessions were held 
in the Seventh Day Adventist Tabernacle, 
which seats from three to four thousand peo- 
ple, and on Friday morning an overflow meet- 
ing was held in the Post Theater, which seats 
about 2000 people. Both of these were 
crowded to the limit. The speakers for the 
Friday morning sessions were taken in car- 
riages from one place to the other, repeating 
their addresses to the two audiences. 

Library affairs loomed large in this year’s 
program of the association, for there were no 
less than 10 papers and addresses on library 
matters. For the first time there was a reg- 
ular library section, the meetings of which 
were held in the Willard Memorial Library, 
on Friday afternoon. On this afternoon 11 
different section meetings were held, so that 
there was some shifting of the audience from 
place to place on the part of persons who 
wished to hear papers or subjects which were 
discussed in other sections. The attendance 
at the Library Section altogether was about 
200, and more than 100 were present at one 
time. Michigan librarians were unusually well 
represented. This section was organized by 
Mrs. Mary C. Spencer, state librarian, the 
chairman of the section. The secretary was 
Miss Eliza E. Townsend, of Manistee. The 
following is the program of the Library Sec- 
tion meeting, at which Mr. Samuel H. Ranck, 
of the Grand Rapids Public Library, presided : 


Library Section. 
Address, The place of the library in school 
plans, Miss M. E. Ahern, Chicago. 
Discussion, Supt. E. P. Cummings, Lans- 


ing. 
Address, The child and the library, Miss 
Edna Lyman, Oak Park, Illinois. 
Discussion, Miss Mary Conover, Detroit. 
Address, Mr. Melvil Dewey, Lake Placid, 
New York. 

Miss Ahern emphasized the point that a 
library in a school should not only be a col- 
lection of books, but also a selection of books. 
The paper by Miss Lyman was a splendid 
presentation of the subject. 

Among the points touched upon in Mr. 
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Dewey’s address was a plea for rural libra- 
ries, music in the libraries and the place of 
home economics and adult education in the 
library movement. In addition he also cau- 
tioned library workers about the danger of 
overstrain. Following Mr. Dewey's address 
Miss Lyman was prevailed upon to tell a 
story to a group of children from the Battle 
Creek Public Library. She told the story of 
Robin Hood, and held the breathless attention 
of the children, 2s well as of the adults. 

The cnly criticism that might be made of 
the section meeting as a whole was that fre- 
quently it was difficult for one to realize that 
it was a library section of a teachers’ associa- 
tion and not a meeting for librarians alone. 
Perhaps not quite enough emphasis was 
placed on library work as it confronts the 
teacher and the schooh 

In addition to the papers and addresses at 
the library section, the following library sub- 
jects were discussed in other parts of the 
program: 
General program — Friday morning, 9 o'clock 
Address, The use of libraries, Mr. Meivil 
Dewey, Lake Placid, New York. 


SECTION PROGRAMS 
Primary Section, Friday afternoon, 2 o'clock 

Paper, The characteristics of a good story, 
Edna Lyman, Oak Park, Illinois. 

Discussion, May Quigley, Grand Rapids. 

High School Section 

Paper, The relation of the library to the 
high school and high school teachers, 
Miss Florence Hopkins, Detroit. 

College Section 
The college student and the college library, 
Prof. C. H. Gurney, Hillsdale College. 
Commissioners’ Section 

The library an educational Miss 
Mary E, Ahern, Chicago. 

Misuse of library funds and its remedy, 
Deputy State Superintendent W. H. 
French, Lansing. 

Rural School Section 

Paper (20 minutes), The small library, Es- 

ther Braley, Kalamazoo. 


factor, 


SOUTHERN EDUCATIONAL ASSOCIA- 
TION, DEPARTMENT OF LIBRARIES. 


Tue following program has been arranged 
for the Department of Libraries of the South- 
ern Educational Association, which will hold 
its annual meeting at Lexington, Ky., Dec. 
27-28: 

Friday, Dec. 27, 3 p.m.: 

“Virginia State Library Revolutionary rec- 

ords,” H. R. McIlwaine, state librarian. 

“Library extension in the South,” Wm. F. 
Yust, Louisville Public Library. 

Round table discussion: How to secure a 
library; Arousing public sentiment ; Dona- 
tions and appropriations; Organization, 
boards and librarians; Practical sugges- 
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tions. Led by M. K. Bullitt, Lexington, 
Ky.; Charles D. Johnston, Memphis, 
Tenn.; Miss Jennie Lauderdale, Nash- 
ville, Tenn.; Wharton Jones, Memphis, 
Tenn. 

Saturday, Dec. 28, 3 p.m.: 

“Reading —its vital place in education,” 
Mrs. Eugene B. Heard, Middleton, Ga. 
Discussion, led by Duncan Burnett, 
Athens, Ga.; Frank K. Kavanaugh, 
Frankfort, Ky.; Frank C. Patten, Galves- 
ton, Tex. 

“Co-operation of school and library,” Miss 
Mary Hannah Johnson, Carnegie Library, 
Nashville. 

Round table discussion: School boards and 
library boards; Teachers and librarians ; 
Methods of co-operation; Financial co- 
operation; Supplemental, parallel and 
class room books. Led by Barksdale 
Hamlett, Hopkinsville, Ky.; Seymour S. 
Mynders, Knoxville, Tenn.; C. A. Leon- 
ard, Cynthiana, Ky.; Miss Anne M. 
Spears, Covington, Ky.; Miss Florence E. 
Ballard, Shelbyville, Ky. 

Business of the department, election of offi- 
cers, appointment of committees, etc. 

Miss Frances Nimmo Greene, secretary of 
the department, will read a paper at the gen- 
eral session of the association on “State sup- 
port for libraries.” 

The officers of the Department of Libra- 
ries are: president, G. H. Baskette, Nashville, 
Tenn.; vice-president, J. S. Stewart, Athens, 
Ga.; secretary, Miss Frances Nimmo Greene, 
Montgomery, Ala. 


LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM—YEAR BOOK. 


The Library Association Year Book for 
1907, edited by L. Stanley Jast, honorable 
secretary, has been issued by the association 
at one shilling, net. It contains the usual 
information as to the association and _ its 
membership, and full information as to the 
examinations and classes of the association. 
with each syllabus in full, covering 40 pages, 
and a complete list of successful candidates. 
There are also a schedule of parliamentary 
acts, a descriptive list of branch and other 
district library associations, lists of papers 
published by the association, 1905-07, in- 
cluding special articles in the Record, a full 
list of public (rate-supported) libraries of 
the United Kingdom, whether or not repre- 
sented in the association, a list of non-muni- 
cipal libraries represented, and a list of the 
principal libraries of the British colonies. 
This year book is the more important be- 
cause there was no issue for 1906, the first 
gap since 1899. The year book, it may be 
noted, was first issued in 1893, a revised edi- 
tion serving for 1894, then issued again in 
1895, after which it was discontinued till 
1899. 
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_ American Library Association 


COUNCIL 

In reply to the recent letter to councillors re 
removal of A. L. A. Headquarters to Pitts- 
burgh, the vote was as follows: 

Of the 25 elected members of the Council, 
no votes were obtainable from Messrs, Can- 
field and Crunden. 

On concurrence in the recommendation of 
the Executive Board that the offer of the 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh be accepted to 
take effect as soon as possible, 14 voted aye, 
6 voted nay, 3 were not prepared to vote with- 
out a meeting of the Council and 18 voted 
against the suggested interim meeting at Pitts- 
burgh. 

Despite this substantial majority voting to 
authorize the Executive Board to act finally 
in the matter, that Board believes it wisest, in 
view of the weight of dissenting opinion, to 
let the matter go over until the Minnetonka 
meeting, when the offer of the Carnegie Li- 
brary, if still open, will come before the Coun- 
cil for consideration. 

In the meantime the Executive Board will 
make the best arrangements which present 
conditions and finances will permit for carry- 
ing till next summer the different lines of 
work now cared for at the present Executive 
Office. J. I. Wyer, Jr., Secretary. 

BULLETIN 

The Bulletin of the A. L. A. for November 
is devoted to record of transactions of the 
Executive Board, at Stamford and Pittsburgh, 
already noted in these columns. There is also 
a brief note on the constitution, requesting 
that any suggestion for revision be sent as 
promptly as possible to the committee on con- 
stitutional revision, Herbert Putnam, chair- 
man. 


State Library Commisstons 
aLABAMA DEPARTMENT OF ARCHIVES AND 
HISTORY 


Miss Frances Nimmo Greene has been ap- 
pointed by Dr. Thomas M. Owen, director, as 
clerk in charge of the newly-organized di- 
vision of Library Extension of the Alabama 
Department of Archives and History, Mont- 
gomery. The work of the new division will 
be similar to that undertaken by state library 
commissions elsewhere. Miss Greene, who 
has for some time been an enthusiastic worker 
in the library field, is a practical teacher, and 
resigned as principal of the Capitol Hill 
School, Montgomery, to enter upon her new 
work. 

NEW JERSEY LIBRARY COMMISSION * 

The year has been a very busy one for the 
Public Library Commission, whose members 
are encouraged to believe, from the testimony 
of librarians and others, that in no other 


*Report of Miss Askew, Library Organizer, at N. 
J. State Library Assoc, meeting, . 30, 1907. 
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state has greater progress been made in li- 
brary work than in New Jersey. New libra- 
ries have been established in several towns; 
old ones have passed under municipal con- 
trol; some have been reorganized, reclassi- 
fied and recataloged ; the number of travel- 
ling libraries in operation has been increased ; 
assistance has been given in many instances 
to those in charge of smaller libraries, and 
for five weeks early in the summer a library 
school was maintained at Asbury Park for 
the purpose of giving elementary instruction 
in library work to those who had been with- 
out special training. 

The commission is not entitled to all the 
credit for what has been accomplished. It 
has had the assistance and co-operation of 
the New Jersey Library Association and the 
experts in charge of the larger libraries of 
the state; of the Federation of Women's 
Clubs and its officers and committees, and of 
the State Grange of Patrons of Husbandry 
and its subordinate granges, which have taken 
a special interest in the travelling libraries 
and aided in placing them in neighborhoods 
where they will do the most good —thus 
carrying out the purpose of the act of 1808 
under which these libraries were established. 

The second session of the summer school! 
for library workers was held at Asbury Park. 
With this year the school passed beyond the 
experimental stage. Twenty-six pupils were 
enrolled, three of them coming from Pennsyl- 
vania, whose tuition is to be paid for by 
the Pennsylvania Free Library Commission 
The school has become a recognized factor 
in the library profession in the state and li- 
braries make application direct to the com- 
mission for these pupils to fill important po- 
sitions. Some features unusual to summer 
schocls were incorporated in the curriculum 

with marked success, such as book review- 
ing, magazine selection, book annotation, 
book selection. 

During the year popular meetings have 
been held in ten towns. In 14 towns the 
Organizer has visited schools and talked to 
the teachers and children. In six towns the 
Organizer has conducted the story hour for 
the children. In five towns the Commission 
has, with committees of the people, appeared 
before the Council to lay the library subject 
before that body. Four of these visits were 
on the invitation of the Council, the others at 
the invitation of committees of the people. 
All of these were fruitful of results. Repre- 
sentatives of the Commission have on invi- 
tation met with the boards of trustees of 
19 libraries. Ten addresses have been made 
to women’s clubs on the library question. 
At two meetings of the Federation of Wo- 
men’s Clubs of the state has the Commis- 
sion been represented. At both the Ubrary 
question was discussed, and the results show 
that this was to good purpose, as the wo- 
men’s clubs throughout the state have taken 
up the matter with enthusiasm. Twelve 
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talks on the travelling library work have been 
made to farmers’ granges, 

Eighteen libraries and reading rooms have 
been established during the year. The Com- 
mission has started several crossroads libra- 
ries in connection with the crossroads store. 
These libraries make resting and meeting 
places for the people of the community and 
have become quite popular. 

The very small libraries, when first start- 
ing, have been advised to make their start in 
a room rented or loaned for that purpose, 
sparing themselves the expense of building. 
In four cases the township committee has 
been induced to give the library a pleasant 
room in the town hall, rent free, and fur- 
nish light, heat and a janitor’s service. 
Seven persons requesting books for the blind 
have been referred to the Philadelphia Free 
Library. Lists of periodicals have been dis- 
tributed to 13 libraries. Four programs have 
been made out for study clubs in small 
towns. 

From the stock of magazines sent in, the 
Commission supplies libraries with missing 
numbers of magazines, thus aiding in com- 
pleting their sets. Nine libraries in the state 
have been aided in this way, and exchange 
has been made with five outside. Besides 
this, magazines have been distributed to the 
small libraries, where they are read, and af- 
terwards used for making bulletins and for 
other purposes. The magazines have also 
been used for making up five club libraries 
and for distribution in the rural districts. 

The Commission has during the year 
helped select books and place orders for 49 
small libraries, the saving effected in this 
way for each library being considerable. It 
has also helped 21 libraries buy supplies and 
furniture. 

Under the direct supervision of the Com- 
mission seven libraries have been entirely 
reorganized; two more are in process of 
reorganization; four partially; three other li- 
braries have been classified; ten have in- 
stalled good charging systems; four have 
been cataloged; the cataloging of two others 
has been revised, and two libraries have been 
accessioned. This in itself is a good year’s 
work. In every case personal aid has been 
given and in every instance reports have been 
received by the Commission testifying to the 
added economy in time, labor and mogey that 
has resulted. 

The plan of having the bookbinding and 
repairing for the very small library sent to 
one place has been continued, arrangements 
having been made through the commission. 
At present 23 small libraries in towns with- 
out binderies are availing themselves of the 
Commission's assistance in this work. The 
commission has aided six small libraries in 
rearranging their rooms in order to present 
their books more attractively and to make 
the use of the library easier; advised with 
four boards of trustees in regard to library 
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plans. There were many librarians of small 
libraries who found it impossible to attend 
even a summer school. With these corre- 
spondence work in library ecenomy has been 
kept up. The course pursued has been the 
same as outlined in the report of 1905. Six 
librarians have availed themselves of this 
privilege, practicing in their own libra- 
ries. 

So many of the problems submitted to the 
Commission have been of the same nature 
that the plan of having all the librarians 
from the smal] libraries in one district meet 
with the Organizer at a central point on a 
convenient day has been continued. No talks 
were to be given, but local problems were to 
be considered. Nine of these conferences 
have been held and were quite successful. 
The librarians never had more than four at a 
time attended, and the questions were dis- 
cussed and answered. 

The travelling library stations have been 
increased .during the year to 153, with a cir- 
culation of 603 libraries and over 85,000 
books. There are requests from 17 places 
for libraries which cannot be filled from lack 
of funds, but all of them will be cared for 
after Nov. 1, when the new appropriation 
becomes available. Two-thirds of these libra- 
ries are in rural communities and nine-tenths 
of the remainder in small towns where there 
are no facilities for getting books. The 
others are in towns where the facilities are 
inadequate. 

The total number of books accessioned 
into the travelling libraries is 10,251. During 
the year 281 volumes were donated; 161 
were purchased from the regular appropria- 
tion and 2558 from the supplemental appro- 
priation; the totak increase for the year 
being 3000. There have been discarded 512 
volumes which have become too worn to be 
available for further circulation. 

To sum up the work: Eighteen new libra- 
ries are on record; 47 have been aided in 
some way in improving their methods of 
work; 107 have been directly aided in other 
lines; 213 buying lists were sent out; 22 
addresses have been made in the state, besides 
many talks before different bodies: 32 peo- 
ple have been given a measure of library train- 
ing; 603 travelling libraries were circulated; 
2719 books bought for the travelling libraries, 
and 3000 prepared for circulation. 

The representative of the Commission has 
visited 81 libraries; 27 towns that were with- 
out libraries 

During the year two circulars have been 
published: “Items of interest to libraries” 
and “Advantages of a municipal library.” 
These have proved useful and are much in 
demand; besides these, a small pamphlet on 
“Training libraries in New Jersey” was pre- 
pared at the request of the Woman’s Federa- 
tion of the state and was paid for by them. 
Ae has gone into wide circulation through 
them. 
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In addition to this, under a law passed in 
1906, through the instrumentality of Senator 
Ackerman, of Union County, the Public Li- 
brary Commission is to supply travelling li- 
braries “to the several penal and correctional 
institutions of this state, but books so fur- 
nished shall not thereafter be forwarded to 
any municipality of this state, but shall be 
used exclusively in such institutions.” No 
appropriation was made to carry out this 
new law last year; but this year $400 was 
made available, and on Nov. 1 $600 more can 
be used; 673 books have been bought from 
this fund and prepared for circulation. 

Immediately after Nov. 1 these special li- 
braries will be put in circulation. 

This, in brief, is a summary of the Public 
Library Commission’s work for the year 1906- 
07. 

PENNSLYVANIA FREE LIBRARY COMMIS- 

SION 

The Pennsylvania Free Library Commis- 
sion held a round table meeting for the libra- 
ries in the vicinity of Philadelphia at Drexel 
Institute, on Nov. 21. Two papers were given 
at the morning session. The first, on “Li- 
brary housekeeping,” by Miss Jean Middle- 
ton, of the Apprentice’s Library, of Philadel- 
phia, and the second, on “Library make- 
shifts,’ by Miss Helen B. Schmitz, of the 
Conshohocken Free Library. Both papers 
were written largely from personal experi- 
ence and provoked a lively debate. 

The afternoon meeting was opened by Miss 
Alice B. Kroeger, of the Drexel Institute, 
with a discussion of the new code for catalog- 
ing a smal] library and this was followed by a 
question box presided over by Miss Sarah B. 
Askew of the New Jersey Commission. Later 
in the afternoon tea and cakes were served by 
the students of the Drexel Institute library 
school. 

The evening session was devoted to the sub- 
ject of library advertising. Mr. Arthur L. 
Bailey, of Wilmington, read a paper based 
on his experience in the Wilmington li- 
brary and gave many practical suggestions for 
a smal] library. 


State Library Associations 


DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA LIBRARY ASSOCIA- 
TION 

Mr. William D. Horigan, librarian of the 
United States Naval Observatory, and Mr. 
Carl P. P. Vitz, assistant librarian of the 
Public Library, were the speakers at the 
monthly meeting of the District of Columbia 
Library Association, held Nov. 20 in the chil- 
dren’s room at the Public Library. 

Mr. Horigan told of the origin and growth 
of the Naval Observatory Library. The ob- 
servatory was established in 1830; Congress 
12 years later passed an appropriation of 
$10,000 for the regular organization and 
equipment of an observatory to carry on the 
work. As part of the necessary equipment for 
the new institution, a library of 1000 volumes 
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was immediately. secured, many volumes 
being donated by the various observatories 
of the old world. The collection now num- 
bers about 25,000 volumes and pamphlets 
largely in astronomy and mathematics. As 
an astronomical library it is said to be sur- 
passed only by the library of Pulkowa Ob- 
servatory in Russia. 

Mr. Vitz, formerly with the Cleveland Pub- 
lic Library, read a paper on “American 
branch library systems.” After briefly sketch- 
ing the history of branch libraries in the 
United States, he gave a detailed account of 
the workings of the system of branches in 
Cleveland. O. Waters, Secretary, 

KANSAS LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

The seventh annual meeting of the Kansas 
Library Association was held in Newton, 
Kan., Oct. 9-11, all sessions being held in the 
auditorium of the library building. 

The afternoon of the oth was spent in 
visiting the pretty library of Newton, where 
the librarians were most cordially received by 
Miss Lula M. Knight, librarian, and mem- 
bers of the board. Here a reception was given 
in the evening, when Mr. J. W. Patterson, 
president of the Newton library board wel- 
comed the librarians in behalf of the board. 
Mrs. Gaston Boyd, president of the city feder- 
ation of women’s clubs, followed with a wel- 
come in behalf of the clubs of the city, and 
O. J. Silverwood, principal of the high school, 
spcke in behalf of the teachers and schools. 
Miss Lida Romig, of Abilene, president of the 
association, responded. 

Lt. Col. Ezra B. Fuller, librarian of the 
U. S. Staff College, Fort Leavenworth, then 
gave a paper on “Federal libraries in the 
United States.” 

The morning session of Oct. 10 opened with 
the president’s address by Miss Lida Romig, 
which gave a resumé of present library condi- 
tions in Kansas. She reported a tota! of 4313 
libraries in the state, of which 3835 were 
public school libraries, 15 college libraries, 
and 60 public libraries. “Salaries paid in 
Kansas are almost without exception below 
those paid in states having library commis- 
sions. There are at least 22 Carnegie libra- 
ries in the state, at an aggregate cost of 
$500,000. Many library buildings are un- 
suited to library needs. The state should 
have a competent officer to superintend the 
construction or plans of library buildings.” 

Miss Romig then urged the immediate elec- 
tion of a temporary library organizer to be 
maintained by subscriptions from libraries 
and women’s clubs until the legislature makes 
the office a state one. She also urged the 
organization of district library clubs. These 
would tend to cultivate library spirit and fur- 
nish local help to librarians far from books 
and library centers. 

The minutes of the executive board meet- 
ing held in Kansas City, May 8, for the pur- 
pose of preparing the program for the New- 
ton meeting, and presenting the library or- 
ganizer propesition to the State Federation of 
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Women’s Clubs, then in session, was read 
and ordered placed on record. In response 
to Miss Romig’s request, the federation 
passed resolutions promising to assist the 
K. L. A. in securing a state organizer. Pur- 
suant to said action Miss Romig issued a 
circular letter to the clubs of the state re- 
questing subscriptions to aid in placing an 
organizer in the field. Mr. J. L. King, librarian 
of the state library at Topeka, reported on 
the organizer bill. He said, “At the Law- 
rence meeting an advisory committee was ap- 
pointed to present the subject to the Kansas 
legislature of 1907. This committee met with 
the Travelling Libraries Commission and the 
Executive Board of the K. L. A., to consider 
the appeal to the legislature ; and their joint 
action was shown in resolutions which di- 
rected the chairman [Mr. King] to prepare 
a bill creating and maintaining the office of 
library organizer, and that the appropriation 
asked for should be $2,000 for each of the 
years 1907 and 1908, to be distributed as fol- 
lows: salary $1200 per annum and travelling 
expenses $800 per annum.” Mr. King further 
stated “that he prepared the bill as suggested 
and submitted it to the committee of the 
house, with such information as was neces- 
sary to place the matter properly before them. 
But he found the committee unfavorable to 
the proposition and against this sentiment no 
headway could be made. The bill was after- 
wards introduced and passed in the senate, 
but too late for consideration in the house, 
even if the feeling in the latter body had been 
favorable instead of adverse.” 

Mr. Asa Don Dickinson, librarian of the 
Leavenworth Public Library then took up the 
discussion, urging the importance of the 
measure, and gave a comprehensive outline 
of the work accomplished in other states and 
the need of such an officer in Kansas, ending 
with a careful outline of the many duties and 
qualifications required. 

Mrs. Evelyn S. Lewis, librarian of the To- 
peka Public Library told of the numerous 
trials which beset the new unorganized libra- 
ry, all of which could be obviated by the will- 
ing capable services of a state organizer. 
She also spoke of the advantages to be gained 
by a library clearing house. 

The association then considered the propo- 
sition of a temporary organizer, to be sup- 
ported by the clubs of the state. At the 
close of the discussion, Miss Carrie M. Wat- 
son nominated Mr. Asa Don Dickinson, who 
was unanimously elected. 

Later, on motion of Mr. Dickinson, it was 
decided that the library to which the organ- 
izer was giving his services should pay his 
expenses and his time be paid from the 
organizer fund. 

Miss Mary Cornelia Lee, librarian of the 
Public Library Manhattan, then took up the 
subject of “Book selection and book buying.” 
Mrs. Sara Judd Greenman, of the Public 
Library of Kansas City, Kan., opened the 
discussion, dwelling on the point that it was 
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difficult to obtain an unbiased opinion as to 
the real merits of children’s books. 

The question box, conducted by Miss Car- 
rie M. Watson, of the University of Kansas 
Library, closed the morning session. 

The afternoon session opened at two 
o'clock, with a paper by Miss Katharine P. 
Stuckey, of the State Normal Library, Em- 
poria, on “Public documents in small libra- 
ries.” In the discussion which followed, the 
sentiment was developed that small libraries 
should not become depositories. 

Miss Clara Francis, of the State Historical 
Library, Topeka, read an interesting and in- 
structive paper on “Libraries in state insti- 
tutions.” Mrs. Delia E. Brown gave a short 
report of the A. L. A. meeting of 1907, and 
urged that as many as possible plan to at- 
tend the 1908 meeting to be held at Lake 
Minnetonka. Then followed two-minute re- 
ports noting new libraries and new features 
in old libraries. 

The committee on nominations reported the 
following: president, Miss Lida Romig, Abi- 
lene; vice-presidents, Miss Clara Francis, 
Topeka, Mrs. Rosa N. Hibbard, Topeka, 
Miss Dora Renn, Lawrence; member-at- 


‘large, Miss Rebecca Kiner, Hiawatha; sec- 


retary, Mrs. Nellie G. Beatty, Lawrence; 
treasurer, Miss Lula M. Knight, Newton. 

Miss Knight declined to serve and Mrs. 
Delia E, Brown, of Salina, was nominated 
in her place. The report as changed was 
adopted. At a called meeting of the execu- 
tive board on Friday morning, Miss Romig 
having accepted under protest, resigned. 
Her place was filled by Miss Francis; Mrs. 
Hibbard, Miss Renn and Miss Kiner were 
made Ist, 2d and 3d vice-presidents and Mrs. 
Sara Judd Greenman, of Kansas City, was 
elected member-at- large. Mrs. Greenman in- 
vited the association to hold its next meeting 
in the two Kansas Cities. This will be a 
joint meeting with the Missouri Library As- 
sociation. 

At the evening meeting, Mr. Arthur E. 
Bestwick, chief of the circulating depart- 
ment of the New York Public Library, and 
president of the American Library Associa- 
tion, delivered an address on “Library asso- 
ciations in general and the American Li- 
brary Association in particular,” in which he 
urged librarians to become members of the 
A. L. A, and to help in every way possible 
with the work it is trying to accomplish. 

On Friday morning the librarians were 
taken over the city in automobiles, a delight- 
ful finish to a very successful meeting. 

G. Beatty, Secretary. 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The full papers and proceedings of the 
15th annual meeting of the association, held 
at Red Wing, Sept. 25-28, appear in the No- 
vember number of Library Notes and News, 
issued by the Minnesota Public Library Com- 
mission. The number includes also the usual 
record of “news of Minnesota libraries.” 
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NEW HAMPSHIRE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The annual meeting of the New Hampshire 
Library Association was held in Concord, 
Nov. 14. The meeting opened with words of 
greeting from Judge R. E. Walker, president 
of the board of trustees of the local library. 
Superintendent Henry C. Morrison, of the 
state department of public instruction, talked 
on the relation of the library to the school; 
he was followed by Miss Caroline H. Garland, 
city librarian of Dover, with a witty paper on 
“Opening of the mail.” Miss Alice Shepard, 
of Springfield, Mass., gave a paper on “Some 
library problems of town and country.” The 
afternoon program included Miss Elsie Gas- 
kin, librarian of Derry, who spoke on “Op- 
portunities of a small library.” Miss F. Mabel 
Winchell, city librarian of Manchester, gave a 
report of the meeting of the Western Massa- 
chusetts Library Club. The question box was 
conducted by Olin S. Davis, city librarian of 
Laconia. The officers for the ensuing year 
are: president, Olin S. Davis, Laconia; vice- 
presidents, Miss Mary B. Harris Warner, Miss 
Harriet Crombie, Nashua; treasurer, Miss 
Lillian Parshley, Rochester; secretary, Miss 
Clara F. Brown, Concord. The meeting ad- 
journed, leaving the time of next meeting to 
the officers, Twenty towns were represented. 

Crara F, Brown, Secretary. 


NORTH DAKOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


The second annual meeting »f the North 
Dakota Library Association was held at Grand 
Forks, Nov. 1 and 2, with representatives 
present from libraries in Minnesota and North 
Dakota. 

The meeting opened at the public library 
with an address of welcome by the president 
of the association, Frank J. Thompson. A 
delightful paper on “The child and the li- 
brary” was read by Ida Schaefer, librarian of 
the Fargo Public Library. This paper was 
followed by an interesting and helpful one on 
“Reference work in the small library,” by 
Mabel G. West, of the Valley City Normal 
Library. The paper on “The relation of the 
high school to the library,” by Leroy Jackson, 
superintendent of schools, Larimore, was ex- 
cellent, and brought out a great deal of dis- 
cussion because of the stress the author of the 
paper laid upon the dependence of the high 
school upon the library. 

A paper on public documents read by Mrs. 
Ethel McVeety, of the Agricultural College, 
was instructive and interesting. The after- 
100n session ended with a discussion of Mrs. 
McVeety’s paper, after which the visitors 
were driven about to see the city. 

An address on “Reading,” by Prof. Gott- 
fried E. Hult, of the state university, was 
given at the public library in the evening, to 
which a large and appreciative audience lis- 
tened. A reception was given to the visitors 
by the board of directors of the library, during 
which time all were given an opportunity of 
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seeing the library and an exhibition of Indian 
pictures taken and loaned by Dr. O. G. Libby, 
of the State Historical Society. 

The morning session on Saturday was 
opened with a paper on “A socialized library,” 
by Dr. John M. Gillette, of the state universi- 
ty, which contained much “food for thought” 
regarding the co-operation that should exist 
between the townspeople and the library. A 
business meeting followed, at which the ex- 
ecutive committee was elected as follows: 
Frank J. Thompson, Fargo, president; Mabel 
G. West, Valley City, vice-president; Eliza- 
beth Abbott, Grand Forks, secretary-treas- 
urer; Dr. Max Batt, Fargo, and George F. 
Strong, University. 

A short and interesting talk was given by 
Miss Zana K. Miller, outlining the work to 
be undertaken by the newly organized state 
library commission, at whose head Miss Miller 
has lately been appointed. 

The afternoon and closing session was held 
at the state university, where a reception was 
held and an opportunity given to see the 
buildings and inspect the university library. 
The meeting was opened with a paper by Dr. 
O. G. Libby on the North Dakota Historical 
Society. Dr. Libby’s paper was followed with 
one by H. C. Fish, of Bismarck, on a legisla- 
tive reference library, mentioning the possibil- 
ities of such a library in North Dakota. 
George F. Strong, librarian of the university 
library, spoke of the collection of Scandina- 
vian literature in the library, especially the 
Icelandic literature, which is perhaps the sec- 
ond largest and best collection in the United 
States. A short address was made on the 
North Dakota State Library Commission by 
Walter L. Stockwell, superintendent of public 
instruction, after which a round table was 
conducted by Miss Zana K. Miller and Eliza- 
beth Abbott. 

Exizazetu Aprott, Secretary-treasurer. 


Library Clubs 


CHICASO LIBRARY CLUB 


The second regular monthly meeting of the 
Chicago Library Club was held Monday even- 
ing, Nov. 4, at the Chicago Public Library 

Mr. Cobden-Sanderson, of Hammersmith, 
England, delivered a lecture on “The book 
beautiful.” This was followed by very in- 
teresting lantern slides showing some of the 
artistic bindirg done at the Doves Press. A 
volume of Chaucer was exhibited, printed at 
the Kelmscott Press of William Morris, and 
bound in white vellum with gold tooling by 
Mr. Cobden-Sanderson. 

Mary L, Watson, Secretary pro tem. 


NEW YORK AND LONG ISLAND LIBRARY 
CLUBS 


A joint meeting of the New York Library 
Club with the Long Island Library Club took 
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place on Thursday evening, Dec. 5, at eight 
o'clock, in the chapel of the Polytechnic Insti- 
tute of Brooklyn. The New York Library 
Club were the guests of the Long Island Li- 
brary Club. There were about 250 present. 
The president, Mr. Briggs, in the chair. The 
club voted to defer the reading of the min- 
utes, that no time might be taken from the 
papers of the evening. 

Mr. Briggs introduced President Fred W. 
Atkinson, of the Polytechnic Institute of 
Brooklyn, who read a paper entitled “The 
reading of our high school boys and girls.” 
He quoted from a canvass of reading done in 
vacation, not under school supervision, by the 
pupils of the Springfield (Mass.) High 
School. He said the investigation had shown 
the favorite reading among boys to be histor- 
ical novels, Dumas and Henty in particular; 
books of wild imagination are very little read. 
Out of the total number of pupils, only one or 
two read Jules Verne. Heavy reading among 
boys, he said, was very scarce, and poetry al- 
most never read; with those who did read it, 
Pope, Milton, Shakespeare, Lowell and Long- 
fellow were the favorites. One boy could not 
decide whether he preferred Shakespeare or 
Conan Deyle, while one girl read only the 
Bible. The canvass showed that out of the 
total number of pupils in the junior class, one- 
third read good books; one-half a mixture of 
good, bad and useless books; one-sixth almost 
no books, and a great many no books at all. 
President Atkinson also stated that the pupils 
of the junior class did better reading than the 
pupils of the senior class. He also spoke of 
the fact that pupils object to read books 
suggested by their teachers, and the surprise 
of one boy who read a recommended book and 
found it entertaining. 

President Atkinson was followed by Prof. 
Thomas M. Balliet, of the School of Pedagogy, 
of the New York University, who was Super- 
intendent of Public Schools of Springfield 
(Mass.) at the time Presidert Atkinson made 
his aoupeas of the reading of the high school 
pupils. 

Prof. Balliet said: “English literature is not 
taught effectively in the high schools and col- 
leges. The treatment of it is too critical, too 
analytic. When I went to college we were 
reading Shakespeare, as I remember it, and 
were given 40 lines a day. This is not right. 
As well set out to study a statue in an art 
museum by going one day to study the nose 
for 40 minutes; then go the next day and 
study the head for the same period of time. 
Forty lines at a time is not enough to appre- 
ciate the full beauty of a classic, students 
must spend more time on the text and less on 
the notes. The notes are meant for scholars 


and not for high school pupils. 

“There is a very small percentage of homes 
where the daily conversation will lead the 
children of the family to read the best litera- 
ture. And if the teachers in the high schools 
and public schools are going to kill literature 
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it mekes your work, as librarians, very hard. 
The children should be read to constantly 
from the best literature, read to without notes 
and explanations, or just as few as possible 
to enable them to understand. I think it 
would pay the city to have a teacher in some 
one of the big libraries, a good reader and 
elocutionist, to read to the children. It might 
be made an invitation affair, not compulsory. 
The reading could be done after school hours, 
and I think if tried it would prove a great 
success.” 

Mrs. Fairchild agreed with Prof. Balliet 
that reading to children is an excellent plan. 
She knew of its being tried in several libra- 
ries, always with success, and hoped it would 
continue. The story hour, now so usual in 
libraries, is the cutcome of reading aloud. 

A vote of thanks was tendered to the 
speakers of the evening for their interesting 
and suggestive papers. 

Mary Z. Cruice, Secretary 
PENNSYLVANIA LIBRARY CLUB 

The first meeting of the season was held on 
Monday, Nov. 11, at the H. Josephine Wid- 
ener Branch of the Free Library of Philadel- 
phia. The meeting was called to order at 8.15 
by the president, Mr. Thomson, who, in a 
brief opening address, welcomed the members 
of the club and outlined the program for the 
new season. He then introduced the speaker 
of the evening, Mr. John F. Lewis, president of 
the Mercantile Library and also president of 
the Pensisylvania Academy of the Fine Arts, 
who read a paper on “William Hogarth’s en- 
gravings.” The paper was illustrated by lan- 
tern slides which had been prepared from 
special states of the plates in the British Mu- 
seum anl also by an exhibition of original en- 
gravings by Hogarth, which, through the cour- 
tesy of Mr. Lewis, had been displayed in the 
exhibition-cases of the library. 

Mr. Lewis said that of all the prints he had 
ever seen, none had afforded him greater en- 
tertainment and instruction than those of 
William Hogarth, who was in his judgment 
the greatest pictorial satirist England had pro- 
duced. His influence upon his time was never 
equalled by any of his contemporaries, and 
among the multitude of his successors none 
could rival it or match his marvellous power. 
Hogarth, he said, hated shams of all sorts, and 
his designs are glaringly truthful. He was an 
outspoken man, with a pencil as unbridled as 
his tongue, and though his work exhibits the 
coarseness of his age, it never shows its vice, 
except to ridicule and repress it. His motive 
was always the promotion of virtue; his work 
is always pointing a moral. Though we may 
smile and laugh at it, its scenes sadden as 
they move, and beginning in mirth we end in 
sorrow. 

At the next meeting, Jan. 13, 1908, ex- 
Govenor Pennypacker, noted for his skill in 
and love of book collecting, will speak on 
some of the treasures he has from time to time 
acquired. EpitH BRINKMANN, Secretary. 
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Library Schools and Training 
Classes 


CALIFORNIA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL 


News Notes of California Libraries, for 
October, contains a report of the third ses- 
sion of the summer school of library methods, 
held under the auspices of the University of 
California, at Berkeley, June 24 to August 
3, 1907. There were 24 students, of whom 
18 had had previous library experience and 
the course was again in charge of Miss Mary 
L. Jones, director. “Certain modifications 
were made in the course as presented last 
year. Reference work was granted more 
attention, 10 lectures being given upon this 
subject in place of six. Public documents 
were handled in three lectures with prob- 
lems, in place of the one given last year. 
Subject headings in dictionary cataloging 
were taught somewhat more practically in a 
separate course of six lessons, 

“One feature of the work which proved 
most helpful was the continuous residence 
and assistance of Miss Prentiss and Miss 
Kumli for two weeks each. Their time as 
state organizers was devoted to the school by 
the state library. In addition to the lectures 
that each delivered to the school, they both 
devoted the entire day during their respec- 
tive fortnights of residence to consultation 
with the students. One of the most help- 
ful features of their work is the fact that by 
virtue of their position they will have the 
opportunity of continuing their help to the 
librarians of the state who were present at 
the summer school, while the help given by 
the instructors and lecturers must of neces- 
sity stop with the close of the school.” 


CARNEGIE LIBRARY OF PITTSBURGH TRAIN- 
ING SCHOOL FOR CHILDREN’S 
LIBRARIANS 


OCTOBER, 
Junior class 


Matilda Leffingwell Avery, Colchester, Conn. 
Assistant, Colchester Library Association, 
1903-07; librarian, Cragin Memorial Libra- 
ry, Colchester, Conn., 1905-07. 

Walter Robert Black, Pittsburgh, Pa. Ta- 
rentum Normal School, 1881-82; teacher, 
Tarentum public schools, 1883; teacher, 
Springdale public schools, 1884-85; organ- 
izer of boys’ clubs, Pittsburgh, 1905-date. 

Margaret Hunt Evans, Buffalo, N. Y. Buffa- 
lo State Normal School, 1904-06; assist- 
ant, Buffalo Public Library, 1906-07. 

Emma May Goodrich, Ann Arbor, Mich. 
Michigan State Normal College, 1895-1901 ; 
University of Michigan, A.B., 1904; assist- 
ant, University of Michigan Library, 1902- 
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04. 
Anne Richardson Howard, Baltimore, Md. 
Jane Mason Iden, Manassas, Va. 


Woman’s 
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College of Baltimore, A.B., 1902; assistant 
Carnegie Library, Manassas, Va.; teacher, 
ublic school, Manassas, Va.; high school, 


aryville, Mo. 
Gertrude Harriet Lockwood, Somerville, 
Mass. Harvard Summer School, 1905; 


Vassar College, A.B., 1907; assistant, Vas- 
sar One Library, 1904-07; summer ses- 
sion, N. Y, School of Philanthropy, 1907. 

Dina Sellaeg, Hammerfest, Norway. Kristi- 
ania College, 1903-06. 

Ethel May Sevin, Norwich, Conn. Mount 
Holyoke College, A.B., 1907; assistant, Mt. 
Holyoke College Library, 1905-07 ; assistant, 
Otis Library, Norwich, Conn., July, 1906. 

Louise Singley, Baltimore, Mr., Wells Col- 
lege, 1903-04; Training School for Teach- 
ers, Baltimore, March-June, 1907; Locust 
Point Settlement, Baltimore, July-Decem- 
ber, 1906; teacher, Carroll County, Md., 
1905-06; assistant, Baltimore playgrounds, 
1906-07; assistant in home libraries divis- 
= Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 1907- 

ate. 

Jeannette Magdalene Steenberg, Horsens, 
Denmark. Higher Normal School, Copen- 
hagen, 1900-01; assistant, State College Li- 
brary, Horsens, Denmark, 1901-05; State 
College, Horsens, 1903-05; University of 
Copenhagen, 1905-07; apprentice, State Li- 
brary, Aarhus, Denmark, 1906; apprentice, 


Deichmanske Bibliotek, Kristiania, Nor- 
way, 1907. 
Dorothea Thomas, Willimantic, Conn. As- 


sistant, Amherst Town Library, 1906; as- 
sistant, Amherst College Library, 1906-07; 
Amherst Library School, April-June, 1907. 
Corinne E. Tower, Nevada City, Cal. As- 
sistant, Public Library, Nevada City, Cal. 
Ethel Pierce Underhill, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Vassar College, A.B., 1907; assistant, Vas- 
sar College Library, 1905-07. 
Elsie Pauline Warner, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Vassar College, A.B., 1907; summer ses- 
sion, N. Y. School of Philanthropy, 1907; 
Christodoro Settlement House, N. Y., 1907. 
Marjorie Wentworth, South Weymouth, 
Mass. Vassar Collee, A.B., 1907. 
Eugenia Wilford, Branford, Conn. Vassar 
College, A.B., 1904; substitute, Blackstone 
Memorial Library, Branford, Conn., 1906- 


07. 
Frances Louise Woodruff, Binghamton, N. 
Woman’s College of Baltimore, A.B., 
1907; apprentice, Public Library, Bingham- 
ton, N. Y., June-July, 1906; assistant, Li- 
brary of Woman’s College of Baltimore, 
1905-07; Lawrence Settlement House, Bal- 
timore, 1906-07. 
Ethel Connett Wright, Haverstraw, N. Y. 
Woman’s College of Baltimore, 1905-07. 


Senior class 


Marie Hamilton Law, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Wellesley College, 1902-03; Washington 
College, Washington, D. C., A.B. 1905; as- 
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sistant, children’s department, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh, 1907-date. 

Elizabeth V. Polk, Poughkeepsie, N. Y. Vas- 
sar College, A.B., 1906; assistant, Vassar 
College Library, 1904-06 ; children’s libra- 
rian, Lawrenceville Branch, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh, 1907-date. 

Jessie Edna Tompkins, Lansing, Mich. 
General assistant, Public Library, Detroit, 
Mich., 1904-05; substitute, Public School 
Library, Lansing, Mich., 1905-06; children’s 
librarian, Hazelwood branch, Carnegie Li- 
brary, Pittsburgh, 1907-date, 


Special 


Anna W. Barker, Woburn, Mass. Sim- 
mons College, B.S., 1907; assistant, Wo- 
burn Library, 1902-07; substitute, Boston 
Library Society, August, 1907; assistant in 
charge of Soho children’s reading room, 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh, 1907-date. 

Hannah Carver Ellis, Pittsburgh, Pa., Wis- 
consin Summer Library School, 1900-01; 
librarian, Public Library, Stanley, Wis., 
1900-02; children’s librarian, Free Library, 
Madison, Wis., 1902-07 ; children’s librarian, 
East Liberty Branch, Carnegie Library of 
Pittsburgh, 1907-date, 

Caroline Strong Gregory, Milwaukee, Wis. 
Milwaukee Normal School, 1905-06; Wis- 
consin Library School, 1906-07. 

Blanche Agnes Leona Lowe, Meadville, Pa. 
Pratt Institute Library School, 1905-06; 
assistant, Pratt Institute Free Library, 
1906-07 ; children’s librarian, Mt. Washin 
ton Branch, Carnegie Library of Pittsburg 4 
1907-date. 

Faith Edith Smith, Aurora, Ill. Northwest- 
ern University, Ph.B., 1806. N. Y. State 
Library School, 1898-1900; assistant, North. 
western University Library, 1891-98; assist- 
ant, N. Y. State Library, 1899-1900; libra- 
rian Public Library, Sedalia, Mo., 1900-07; 
director’s assistant, Training School for 
Children’s Librarians, 1907-date. 


DREXEL INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 
CLASS OF 1908 


Amy S. Baldwin, Lancaster, Pa., assistant, 
State Normal Library, Millersville, Pa. 
Stella Tabor Doane, Wellsboro, Pa., gradu- 

ate, State Normal School. 

Mary Limora Doig, Glasgow, Scotland, High 
School ; Queen Margaret College, Glasgow. 

Alice Rhea Eaton, Titusville, Pa., graduate, 
High School. 

Rosalie Feustman Goldstein, Philadelphia, 
graduate, High School 

Emma Rosamond Jack, Hazleton, Pa., B.S., 
Wellesley College. 

Ruth Martin Jones, Williamsport, Pa., as- 
sistant, J. V. Brown Free Library, Will- 
lamsport. 

Ernestine Martin Kaehlin, Wilkes-Barré, 
Pa., assistant, Wyoming Histrical and 
Geological Society Library. 
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Reba Fisher Lehman, Annville, Pa., librarian, 
Lebanon Valley College Library. 

Florence Edith Morton, Sidney, Ohio, as- 
sistant, Public Library, Sidney, Ohio. 

Hazel Mowers, Bloomington, Ind., two years 
at Indiana State University. 

Helen Ethel Myers, Mount-Joy, Pa, A.B., 
Lebanon Valley College. 

Zelia Marr Rank, Boulder, Colo., B.A., Uni- 
versity of Colorado. 

Isabel McClatchey Turner, Bethlehem, Pa., 
assistant, Free Library of the Bethlehems. 
Florence Meredith Wood, Philadelphia, grad- 

uate, Stevens School, Philadelphia. 
Mary Adella Wolcott, Richmond, Jamaica, 
West Indies. 
NOTES 


The class had the pleasure of hearing Mr. 
T. J. Cobden-Sanderson lecture on “The book 
beautiful” at the Free Library on Nov. 22 
Mr. Sanderson also gave an address on the 
arts and crafts movement at the Institute on 
November 20. An exhibit of fine bindings 
and printing of the Doves Bindery and Doves 
Press was held during the week of Mr. San- 
derson’s visit to Philadelphia in the court of 
the Institute. 

The Graduates’ Association of the school 
held their annual meeting on Nov. 13, which 
| followed by a reception to the class of 
1908. 


GRADUATE NOTES 


Miss Ada F. Liveright, class of ‘96, has 
been made librarian of the Pedagogical Li- 
brary, Board of Education, Philadelphia. 
Miss Liveright has been on the staff of the 
College of Physicians Library for the past 
five years, 

Miss Anna B. Day, class of 1901, was mar- 
ried Nov. 5 to Mr. William O. Schoonover, 
of Connellsville, Pa. 

Miss Mary T. Carleton, class of 1905, has 
been appointed assistant in the Harlem 
branch, New York Public Library. 

Miss Caroline F. Lauman, class of 1907, 
has been appointed cataloger in the College 
of Physicians Library, Philadelphia. 

Miss Nella Martin, class of 1907, has been 
appointed assistant in the Library of Con- 
gress. 


NEW YORK STATE LIBRARY SCHOOL 
SENIOR CLASS ENTERTAIN MENT 


The histrionic possibilities in the adaptation 
of bibliography and library economy to po- 
lite vaudeville were successfully exemplified 
recently by the senior class in its annual party 
to the juniors. The Bibliomarionettes ap- 
propriately costumed to represent various 
national and general bibliographies indicated 
by full length “sandwichman” labels marked 
as the backs of books, gave a number in 
which Petzholdt featured in a skirt dance and 
the United States and English “Cats” un- 
folded some wonderful tales. 
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A company of players presented “The li- 
brary militant,” a fragment in blank verse 
with stage properties truly Elizabethan. The 
scene was laid in a library using a classed 
catalog and the dramatis personae included 
a new loan clerk permeated with a sense of 
her high mission, a librarian fully aware of 
the qualifications demanded, and a rush of 

“mad-gone readers in the hot pursuit of 
Edith Wharton’s ‘House of mirth.’ Fa- 
miliar school scenes appeared in the “Pass- 
ing show,” a series of shadow pictures of the 
“Laboring classes,” which closed with an il- 
lustration of the sad effects of an over-dose 
of Classification numbers and “Cats.” 

The time-honored challenge of the seniors 
to the egg-football meet was heroically met 
by the juniors who carried off the school 
trophy after a spirited cuntest. 


MEN IN THE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


Statistics lately compiled show that in the 
21 years since its founding, the New York 
State Library School has matriculated 490 


students exclusive of those still in the 
school, 
Of these 107 or 22% have been men. Six 


of these men have died, others have not been 
adapted to library work and have dropped 
out after a residence of a very few weeks or 
months. Others have embraced apparently 
more alluring commercial opportunities, but 
of the entire number 75, or about three- 
fourths of those still living, are actively en- 
gaged in library work. In two instances only 
have men left the work after completing the 
library school course. That so large a pro- 
portion of these men continue in the work 
testifies strongly to its attractions, its oppor- 
tunities for advancement and its reasonable 
pecuniary rewards. 


PRATT INSTITUTE LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The beginning of class-room work, Oct. 
I, was made more than ordinarily auspicious 
by the presence and inspiring addresses of 
Miss L. E. Stearns, of the Wisconsin Free 
Library Commission, and Miss Valfrid Palm- 
gren, of the Royal Library of Sweden, and 
the school was visited unofficially by Miss 
Jeanette Steenberg, of Denmark, daughter of 
the Danish Commissioner of Libraries. 

The regular work of the term has gone 
smoothly, the only serious change in the cur- 
riculum being the substitution of Mrs. Eliz- 
abeth Spalding for the director in the con- 
duct of the course in foreign fiction, and, 
of minor importance, an earlier beginning on 
the optional work in typewriting, bringing the 
class sooner to the ability to typewrite their 
own lists, etc. 

And the opportunities offered the school, 
aside from their school routine, have been 
three lectures at the institute: by W. J. 


Henderson, of the New York Sun, on “Im- 
pulse and idea in music’ 


*; by Dr. C. T. Win- 
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chester, of Wesleyan University, on “The 
lake poets,” and by Dr. Norman Grenfell on 
his work in Labrador. There have also been 
two exhibitions in the library building, of the 
paintings of Sigismond de Ivanowski and 
of Paul Dougherty. 

A visit to the Greenpoint Settlement, man- 
aged by the Neighborship Association of the 
institute, and one to the various departments 
of the institute itself, were made by the 
school, as is customary each year during 
the fall term, that the class may have some 
conception of the whole of which the library 
school forms a part. 

The school has attended meetings of the 
New York and Long Island library clubs, at 
which interesting programs were presented. 

The Graduates’ Association of the school 
gave a Hallowe’en reception to the entering 
class, and this with one or two teas given 
to lecturers and the days “at home” of the 
faculty, constitute the social record of the 
term. 

The list of lecturers for the winter is, so 
far as engaged, as follows: 

Dec, 10, Mrs, S. C. Fairchild, Presidents 

of the A. L. A. 

Jan, 6, Mr. A. E. Bostwick, The A. L. A. 

Jan, 14, Miss Jessie Hume, The building 

up of a library system. 

Jan. 21, Mr. J. C. Dana, Printing. 

Jan. 28, Miss Anna C. Tyler, Picture-bul- 

letin work. 

Feb. 4, Mr. H. W. Kent, Library training 

as a fitting for museum work. 

Feb. 11, Miss Theresa Hitchler, Library 

work in New York State. 

Feb. 25, Miss Myra Poland, Problems of 

the town library. 

Mar. 3, Miss Annie C. Moore, Children’s 

books, 

Mar. 10, Miss Annie C, Moore, Work for 

children in libraries. 

Mar. 17, Miss Mary E. Hall, The library 


in the secondary school. 


NOTES ON GRADUATES 


Miss Leora Cross, 1907, was recently en- 
gaged for one month to give instruction to 
the staff of the Danbury (Conn.) Public 
Library. 

Miss Marian Glenn, 1907, is reorganizing 
the Public Library of Junction City, Kan. 

Miss Elizabeth Clark, 1907, has been ap- 
pointed branch librarian of the Portland 
(Ore.) Library Association. 

Miss Stella Wiley, 1907, has been engaged 
as children’s librarian of the Lincoln ( Neb.) 
Public Library. 

Miss Edith Dwight, 1906, has been ap- 

inted librarian of Guelph Agricultural Col- 
ege, Ontario. 

Miss Jessie Balston, 1905, has been made 
acting librarian of the Brooklyn Training 
School for Teachers. 


Miss Cora K, Dunnells, 1905, has been ap- 
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pointed to a cataloging position in the office 
ro the superintendent of documents, Wash- 
on, D. C. 
iss Annette Ward, 1904, has resigned her 
position in the Columbia University Library 
and gone to California for the winter, for 
reasons of health. 

Miss Laura Sikes, 1900, has been ~o— 
assistant organizer of the Minnesota Library 
Commission. 

Miss Ada oa. 1900, has resigned from 
the Library of Congress, and announces her 
Woe to Mr. J. S. Cotton, of Washing- 
ton, D. C. 

Miss Edith Hunt, 1895, has been given a 

— leave of absence from the Brooklyn 
ublic Library to take special courses in lit- 

erature and language at Radcliffe College. 

Mrs. Luther*Birdsall (née Hanford), 1895, 
has been engaged as temporary cataloger 
by the Pennsylvania University Library. 

Miss Mary Miller, 1894, was married to 
Mr. Charles Sumner Gale, on September 15. 

Mary W. Piummer, Director. 


SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The school began Tuesday morning, Sept. 
17, in its ample quarters in the new library 
building. 

Miss Julia C. Knowlton, B.L.S., of the 
New York State Library School and Miss 
Caroline Wandell, B.L.S., of the University 
of Illinois have been added to the faculty. 

The registration of the school is as fol- 

es 


Class of 1908 


Marjorie Beal, Yr i N. Y., graduate, 
Oneida High School, 

Louise Coldwell, 'N. Y., graduate, 
Matteawan High School, 1906. 

Inez Crandle, Canton, Pa, graduate, Canton 
High School, 1905. 

Lucy Darrow, Syracuse, N. Y., one year, 
Syracuse University. 

Ina Dounce, Syracuse, N. Y., one-half year, 
Elmira College. 

Edith Erskine, Geneva, N. Y., graduate, Gen- 
eva High School, 1905, 

Marjorie Farwell, Geneva, N. Y., graduate, 
Geneva High School, 1905. 

Louise Hedges, Cornwall-on-Hudson, N. Y., 
raduate, Cornwall-on-Hudson High 

chool, 1905. 

Gertrude Houston, Edenville, N. Y., gradu- 

ate, Seward Institute, 1898. 

Ida Mae Lynn, Oakfield, N. Y., graduate, 
Genesee Wesleyan Seminary, 1904. 

Etta Matthews, Chestertown, Md., graduate, 
Wilmington Conference Academy, Dover, 

Del., 1905. 

Louise Means, Geneva, N. Y., one year, El- 
mira College. 

Mary Parkhurst, Florida, N. Y., graduate, 
Warwick Institute, 1905. 

Eva Peck, Deansboro, N. Y., graduate, Clin- 
ton High School, 1903. 
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Carrie Potter, Syracuse, N. Y., two years, 
Syracuse University. 

Nancy Rea, Greenwich, N. Y., one year, 
Syracuse University. 

Georgia Roberts, Windsor, N. Y., graduate, 
Windsor High School, 1 

Sara Sadler, Elmira, N. Y., graduate, El- 
mira Free Academy, 1905. 

Lura Slaughter, Escanaba, Mich., one year, 
Carnegie Public Library, Escanaba, Mich. 

Kathleen Stephens, Coudersport, gradu- 
ate, Lockhaven Normal School, 1904. 

Helen Stevens, Portville, N. Y., Portville 
High School, 1902-06. 

Gertrude Thomas, Lafayette, N. Y., two 
years, Syracuse University. 

Hazel Tidd, Gardner, Mass, graduate, Gard- 
ner High School, 1905. 

Mabel Woodcock, Canastota, N. Y., four 
years assistant in Canastota Public Library. 

Class of 1909 

Winifred Ayling, Syracuse, N. Y., graduate, 
Syracuse High School, 1902. 

Julia Mae Berry, West Winfield, N. Y., grad- 
uate, West Winfield High School. 

Myra Blakely, Milford, N. Y., graduate, Mil- 
ford High School, 1905. 

Mae Burchill, Syracuse, N. Y., graduate, 
Syracuse High School, 1907. 

Sarah Cavanaugh, Newtown, Conn., graduate, 
Newtown High School, 1907. 

Bessie Crawford, Saratoga Springs, N. Y., 
graduate, Saratoga Springs High School, 


1907. 

Mabel Crossley, Binghamton, N. Y., gradu- 
ate, Binghamton High School, 1907. 

Laura Durand, Phelps, N. Y., one year at 
Bradford (Mass.) Academy. 

Nellie Ganter, Watertown, N. Y., graduate, 
Watertown High School, 1906. 
Florence Hathaway, Glens Falls, N. Y., 
graduate, Glens Falls High School, 1905. 
Helen Hawley, Fairfield, Conn., graduate, 
Newtown High School, 1907. 

Melissa Heald, Moravia, N. Y., graduate, 
Moravia High School, 1907. 

Mary Hoyt, N. Y., Wolcott 
Training Class, 

Emma Kinne, Jarksonville, Fla., Ph.B., Syra- 
cuse University, 1906. 

Harriet Lawrence, Kane, Pa, graduate, 
Muncy High School, 1906. 

Minnie Lewis, Solsville, N. Y., one year, 
Syracuse University. 

Lena Manny, Binghamton, N. Y., one year, 
Syracuse University. 
Harriet Markham, Binghamton, N. Y., grad- 
uate, Binghamton High School, 1906. 
Clara Newth, Rensselaer, N. Y., graduate, 
Rensselaer High School, 1905. 

Elizabeth Peck, Cortland, N. Y., graduate, 
Cortland Normal School, 1905. 

Leah Primps, Geneva, N. Y., graduate, Gen- 
eva High School, 1907. 

Florence Van Hyning, Schenectady, N. Y., 
one year, Syracuse University. 
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Special 


Clara Benjamin, Cazenovia Seminary. 
Cleta Coon, Syracuse High School. 
Ethel Coon, Syracuse High School. 
Amy Hendricks, Kingston, N. Y., Syracuse 
University, 1910. M. J. Smtey, 
Professor of Library Economy. 


WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 


On the evening of Oct. 8, the faculty gave 
a reception in honor of the class of 1 
to representatives of the university, graduates 
of the school and members of the public and 
college library staffs. Mr. and Mrs. Brett 
and Miss Whittlesey received the guests, 
while the other members of the faculty in- 
formally assisted. Refreshments were served 
in the study hall on the second floor. 

The class of 1908 has been formally organ- 
ized with Miss Marian Skeele, Mt. Holyoke, 
’o7, as president. Through this organiza- 
tion the students are represented on the 
university newspaper and the “Annual” board 
and thus come into touch with different 
phases of the university life. 

During the annual October meeting of 
the Ohio Library Association in Columbus, 
the schedule at the school was so arranged 
that the different members of the faculty 
were able to be present on different days. As 
several graduates holding positions in various 
parts of the state were also attending, there 
was opportunity for re-union. It was pleas- 
ant to realize what good work was being 
done by Western Reserve students and how 
they united in expressing the opinion that 
their training at the school had proved 
adequate for their practical experience. On 
one of the evenings of the session representa- 
tives of the school were guests of Mr. Brett 
at a “Cleveland dinner,” a most enjoyable 


Palmgren, of the Royal Library, 
Stockholm, Sweden, who is studying library 
matters in this country, addressed the_stu- 
dents on Oct. 22 concerning library condi- 
tions in Sweden. 


WISCONSIN LIBRARY SCHOOL 


The schedule of lectures and practice work 
for the second year of the library school fol- 
lows the gereral plan established last year. 
Cataoging, classification, reference work, 
book-selection, and loan are made the long 
courses of the first semester, with three les- 
sons a week in cataloging, two each in classi- 
fication and reference, and one each in loan 
and book-selection. 

The cataloging course with its three les- 
sons a week will continue through the first 
semester instead of being completed at 


Christmas time as last year, when four les- 
sons a week were scheduled. The catalog 
rules which were last year given to the stu- 
dents in hectograph form, one rule to a 
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card, have been printed this year. They are 
printed on sheets slightly narrower than the 
length of a catalog card, and on one side only, 
that they may be cut and mounted on blank 
cards, to be alphabeted with other notes and 
rules. 

The various courses in library economy are 
being given in sequence throughout the 
semester, instead of being put in the weeks 
between New Year’s and the end of the 
semester as last year. The course in classi- 
fication has been extended from 20 to 25 
lessons. The study of title pages, printer’s 
marks, and publishing houses which was in- 
troduced last year is again made a part of the 
course, 

The school has been unusually fortunate 
this semester in its visitors from the world 
of books and from other libraries. Two visi- 
tors came from abroad, Miss Valfrid Palm- 
gren, of Stockholm, and Mr. Cobden-Sander- 
son, of London. In her address to the school’ 
Miss Palmgren gave an account not only of 
libraries in Sweden, but of its educational 
system, especially the work of the great uni- 
versities, the demands of their scholarship, 
and the student-life. By joint arrangement, 
the Wisconsin Library School and the Madi- 
son Art Association secured Mr. T. J. Cob- 
den-Sanderson for two public lectures in 
Madison. Besides his public addresses, he 
kindly consented to give a special talk to the 
library school in its own lecture room. 

Mr. Henry H, Hilton, of the firm of Ginn 
& Co., gave the class a most interesting talk 
on the “Publisher’s side of book-making” ; 
Mr. G. W. Lee, librarian of the business 
house of Stone & Webster, Boston, gave a 
wide-awake lecture on “The library and the 
business man”; and Miss Clara F. Baldwin, 
secretary of the Minnesota Library Commis- 
sion, gave a helpful talk on the meaning of 
commission work and the needs of the small 
libraries. The class celebrated Hallowe’en 
in an appropriate manner, enjoying with their 
guests an evening’s frolic, which was planned 
and carried out by the students themselves. 

The resignation of Miss Zana K. Miller 
from the commission staff makes a vacancy 
in the faculty of the school. Miss Miller has 
given many of the courses in library econ- 
omy; her work as a teacher was most suc- 
cessful, and it is to be regretted that she is 
no longer to be associated with the school. 

The short course which was scheduled for 
the first eight weeks of the school year, closed 
Nov. 22. Six students took the course, and 
it has proved an excellent arrangement. 
Hereafter there will be no summer session, 
but instead this short course will be substi- 
tuted, beginning with the opening of the 
regular school and continuing for eight 
weeks. The entrance requirements and the 
course of study will be the same as for the 
session formerly held in the summer. 

Apprentice service is required of every stu- 
dent in the regular course. This service, 
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as last year, averages three hours a week for 
each student during the first semester, and 
much of it is given to the Madison Public 
Library. The students take charge of the 
branches, assist at the loan desk, in the chil- 
dren’s department, and reference work and 
mechanical practice are also assigned them. 
Some apprentice time is given to the library 
commission and A. L, A, Booklist. 


Class notes 


Miss Marion Wakely, as a result of a civil 
service examination has been appointed docu- 
ment cataloger at the government printing 
office. Prior to beginning her work in Wash- 
ington, she assisted in the organization of the 
Kewanee (Ill) Public Library. 

Miss Marie O. Hansen has been made li- 
brarian of the Crown Point (Ind.) Public 
Library. The library is newly established, 
housed in a new building, and Miss Hansen 
will be its organizer as well as its librarian. 

Miss Myrtle Sette has accepted a position 
for the winter in the Oconto (Wis.) Public 
Library. 


Reviews 


Braprorp, Thomas Lindsley. The bibliogra- 
pher’s manual of American history ; contain- 
ing an account of all state, territory, town 
and county histories relating to the United 
States of North America, with verbatim 
copies of their titles, and useful bibliograph- 
ical notes, together with the prices at which 
they have been sold for the last forty years, 
and with an exhaustive index by titles, and 
an index by states; the whole forming an in- 
valuable reference for the use of the libra- 
rian, the historian, the collector, and the 
bookseller. Edited and revised by Stan V. 
Henkels. Vol. 1, A to E. Nos. 1 to 1600. 
Philadelphia, Stan V. Henkels & Co., 1907. 
pp. ix, 340. 8°. 

Mr. Henkels, in his introductory remarks 
to this volume, assures us that the work is 
“the most valuable bibliography that has ever 
been placed before the American public,” and 
says that its compiler “entered on this field 
fully equipped with the importance of the 
subject, as well as being aware of the im- 
mense labor necessary to compile a work 
which could be relied on.” We are also told 
that he spent ten or twelve years on the en- 
tire work, and “that the result will confer a 
boon on all those interested in the study and 
collecting of American history.” So “thor- 
oughly” and “clearly” had the author done 
his work, says Mr. Henkels, that his own 
part as editor “dwindled down to a plain 
reading of the proof, with very slight addi- 
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tions.” The title of the work makes a pre- 
sumptuous claim of containing an account of 
“all” of the works within its scope, and of 
giving “verbatim” copies of their titles. It 
would be delightful if this were nearly true, 
but it is not. In fact, a careful examination 
and testing of this first volume proves that it 
is exceedingly faulty in the transcriptions of 
the titles, in the collations, in its want of 
orderly treatment, and that omissions are 
greater than might be surmised. 

The plan of the work is to include “the 
titles of books, pamphlets and reprints that 
have been published previous to January 
first, 1904. Except in a few important in- 
stances no books published after that date 
are listed.” Starred titles signify that “the 
book has been examined and its title and 
pagination verified.” It is true that the au- 
thor is more modest in his claims than is 
Mr. Henkels. It is also clear that he has 
depended very often upon auction and li- 
brary catalogs. 

The misprints, which begin in Mr. Hen- 
kels’s introductory remarks and the author’s 
preface, persist throughout the volume on 
many pages. The following mistakes are 
given as examples; the reference is to title 
numbers for the sake of brevity. In 135 the 
collation should be pp. x, 767; in 136 there 
are errors in the title and in the collation, 
and the same is true of 179, 1544 and 1579; 
in 198 the imprint is incorrect and the colla- 
tion is defective ;+in 238 he does not mention 
the New York edition “Published for the 
authors” by S. Tuttle, in 1844; in 291 the 
collation does not agree: with a copy in the 
original binding, and there is no mention of 
maps and numerous portraits; 504 has errors 
in the title; 516, by Mourt, is put with Brad- 
ford’s “History of Plimoth Plantation”; 571 
fails to mention the printed cover-title, which 
differs in alignment from the regular title; 
772 says nothing of the printed cover-title, 
which is longer than the regular title; 781 is. 
entered under Carpenter, but it is really by 
Carpenter and Arthur; 934 is out of alpha- 
betic order, because the author’s name is 
Clark, not Clarke, and the collation is inac- 
curate; 943 presents an erroneous prelimi- 
nary pagination; 1555 has an incomplete title 
and an abnormal collation, which should be, 
pp. (2), viii, 6, 495; 1106 has a slight error 
in the title, but the collation should be, pp. 
492, ix; and 1146 omits a mention of the 
leaf of errata. Important works are omit- 
ted; we give one as representative, which is, 
Rev. Joseph W. Dally’s “Woodbridge and 
vicinity” (New Brunswick, N. J., 1873), a 
volume often consulted in local historical and 
genealogical research. It is a real pity that 
the opportunity to make a good work has 
not been utilized; particularly do we regret 
that where the pretensions have been so 
many, the fulfilments have been so few. 

Victor Huco Pactsrrs. 


A 
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Moses, Montrose J. Children’s books and 
reading. New York, Mitchell Kennerley, 
1907. 6+72 p. D. $1.50 net. 

Mr. Moses, who has been for years a re- 
viewer of children’s books, and some of whose 
papers now collected have appeared in the 
Outlook, Independent and New York Evening 
Post, has discovered that a reviewer must 
know something of the history of his subject. 
In his first chapter he says, “To the writer 
of children’s books, to the home... to the 
librarian whose work is not the science of 
numbers, but a profession of culture-distrib- 
uting, some knowledge of the past harvests 
from this field would appear indispensable. 

. I would much rather see a librarian fully 
equipped with a knowledge of Miss Edge- 
worth’s life, of her human associations, to- 
gether with the inclinations prompting her to 
write “The parent’s assistant,’ than have her 
read a whole list of moral tales of the same 
purport and tone.” 

Mr. Moses makes an ingenious diagram 
showing the growth of books for chil- 
dren through the impetus given by Per- 
rault, the Comtesse D’Aulnoy and La Fon- 
taine down through Newbery’s publications 
and Isaiah Thomas’s reprints, the develop- 
ment of English chap-books, the rise of the 
didactic school through Rousseau’s influence, 
and of Sunday-school books and books for 
the poor as an offshoot of fhis. 

The chapter on “The old-fashioned library” 
fails to do justice to the best in Maria Edge- 
worth and Jacob Abbott, the detail of family 
life and the occupations of children. Miss 
Edgeworth’s children, as she says herself, live 
with their father and mother and not with 
servants, and grow to understand and enjoy 
what they hear their elders read and talk 
about. They play games of historical charac- 
ters who have lived at the same time and 
know famous poems and bits of nonsense like 
Foote’s Grand Panjandrum. Jacob Abbott's 
children in their simple New England life, 
are never at a loss for something to do, if it 
is only sorting pebbles of different colors to 
make a rainbow, and many an older brother 
or sister owes a debt of gratitude to Beechnut 
and Jonas for methods of keeping younger 
children amused. 

In the American table of 41 authors, there 
are 13 whose books I have never seen or heard 
of, although they are noticed in Appleton or 
Hart. On the other hand, William Simonds 
(Walter Aimwell), author of the Aimwell sto- 
ries, which are still read because they are full 
of interesting puzzles and games for winter 
evenings, and Sara Jane Lippincott (Grace 
Greenwood), whose “Stories from famous 
ballads” and “Bonnie Scotland” have lately 
been reprinted, although both in Appleton, are 
not in the table. In the English tables, Fran- 
ces Burney and Joanna Baillie should be 
omitted. 

The estimates of the earlier books are some- 


THE LIBRARY JOURNAL 579 


times made from biographies and reviews, and 
not from the books themselves, and in the 66 
pages of annotated titles of selected books at 
the end, the errors of some of the lists issued 
by libraries are repeated. 

The history is not classed, and Mr. Moses 
puts into it Annie Keary’s “York and a Lan- 
caster Rose,” a modern tale of two London 
school girls, both named Rose, one pale, one 
red-cheeked, supposing it to be a story of the 
15th century wars. 

Dana’s “Two years before the mast” is put 
under stories, and Kenneth Grahame is not 
mentioned among writers of books about chil- 
Gren. 

The most valuable contributions to this list 
are the titles on music, most of them com- 
piled by the late Miss Avery of the Lenox 
Library, and the French and German pages, 
which include, however, some books written 
for older readers. 

The bibliography of the subject is not com- 
plete, but includes all that a reader not a spe- 
cialist needs to introduce him to what has 
been written on the relation between children 
and books, and what libraries are doing to 
further their better acquaintance. 

In the words of Chapter v., “The library and 
the book,” “The woman's club that will study 
the problem of children’s reading as sedulously 
as it analyses the pathologic significance of 
Ibsen's heroines, will be rendering a service 
to the library, as well as fitting its members 
to pass some judgment on the publisher's 
yearly output of juvenile books.” 

The proof-reading is careless, and the book’s 
value would be greatly increased by an index, 
but it is to be hoped that the demand for it 
will be so great that both these defects may be 
remedied in a second edition. 

CaroLttne M. Hewins. 


Sonneck, O. G. Early concert life in Amer- 
ica, 1731-1800. Leipzig and New York, 
Breitkopf & Hartel, 1907. 8+838 p. 1. O. 
In his prefece Mr. Sonneck, who is chief of 

the Music Division of the Library of Con- 

gress, says: “Intended as a source book, it is 
addressed to those seriously interested in mu- 
sical history, and is cast in a form peculiai to 
source books, which necessarily resembles mo- 
saics and — mosaics not to everybody’s taste. 

. References to early opera in America 
were kept as brief as possible, because I hope 
to complete a comprehensive essay on this 
subject before long. Similarly, biographical 
and bibliographical data were included in so 
far only as they seemed called for, or affected 
the biographical notes given in the index to 
my “Bibliography of early secular American 
music. 

This important addition to the literature of 
music was ably and favorably received in the 
New York Saturday Times Review of Books, 
Sept. 21, 1907, by Mr. Richard Aldrich, mu- 
sical critic for that paper. The present no- 
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tice, therefore, will consider it only as a bib- 
liographical aid. A source book to be au- 
thoritative should be compiled from original 
documentary evidence. The original sources 
of American musical history are programs, 
newspaper of the times and letters. That Mr. 
Sonneck has appreciated these facts is proved 
by the bibliographical footnotes in his book. 
Further proof of his industry and exhaustive 
research is the number of references to works 
in foreign languages. The bibliographical ar- 
rangement is in the form of footnotes (cer- 
tainly not the best for the librarian who is in 
a hurry!), and the entries (as stated above) 
are very brief—authors, titles, dates and 
pages in the case of books, and for newspapers 
only names of the periodicals and dates. It 
would have been helpful had the places where 
these newspapers could be found been given. 
The index, which is of the simplest kind, re- 
fers to all matter of importance in the text, 
and also nearly every name mentioned. Mr. 
Sonneck has been careful to give in the foot- 
notes his authority for every statement. The 
reading matter reveals many interesting facts. 
Among them, it may not generally be known 
that William Murphy, who conducted a book- 
store in Baltimore, advertised in 1875 a cir- 
culating library of music. “Early concert life 
in America” is a monument to Mr. Sonneck’s 
reputation for thoroughness and painstaking 
industry, and his book is further distin- 
guished by enthusiasm and sympathy with his 
subject. Epwin M. Jenks. 


Library Economy and bistory 


GENERAL 
Brown, James Duff. The small library: a 
guide to the collection and care of books. 

London, Routledge & Sons, Ltd., 1907. 6+ 

154 p. 12°, 2s, 6d. net. 

The latest volume in the English Library 
Series. Reviewed in Library World (Sept., 
p. 9), as useful to the collector and indispen- 
sable to the librarian of a small country library 
with little experience. 

“For Folke-og Barnebok-samlinger,” Oc- 
tober, offers, among other interesting things, 
an illustrated article on the Public Library 
of Christiania (Deichmanske Bibliotek) by 
Mr. Arnesen, a member of the staff. The li- 
brary still labors under many difficulties, in- 
cluding a rented building of small propor- 
tions and an income of not quite $15,000. 
The circulation reaching more than half a 
million volumes during the last year on a 
stock of some 80,000, speaks well for the 
methods of the library as well as for the zeal 
of the public. The number is rich in well- 
written book reviews. 


Library Assistant, November, contains a 
summary of Professor Israel Gollancz’s ad- 
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dress on “Librarians as students of literature 
and booklovers,” before the inaugural meeting 
of the Library Assistants’ Association, Oct. 
16. 


Library Association Record for October 
contains Francis T. Barrett’s presidential ad- 
dress before the Library Association at its 
Glasgow meeting; and the “Notes on Glasgow 
libaries,” prepared for presentation at that 
meeting. The usual departments make up the 
rest of the number. The November number 
records the death of Mr. I. Chalkley Gould, its 
founder, and director since its establishment in 
1898. There are short articles on “The libra- 
rian abroad,” describing an Fast London li- 
brary; “Lecture courses,” as aranged by va- 
rious libraries, and “Glasgow conference 
notes”; and full departments. 


Library World for October gives “an im- 
pression” of the Glasgow conference of the 
Library Association, which is characterized as 
“the largest, best organized and most sociable 
ever held;” on the professional side, however, 
“nothing of special importance was accom- 
plished,” and the papers read are regarded as 
“poor, uninspiring and tame.” Other topics 
treated in this number are “The shelf cata- 
log,” by James Douglas Stewart: the new edi- 
tion of Brown’s “Manual”; the Glasgow li- 
brary system; “Estimate of annual expendi- 
ture for an established Carnegie Public Li- 
brary, with an income of £220 from the penny 
rate,” by O. C. Hudson; and “The library as 
a place for women,” by Max A. R. Brunner 
The useful new department devoted to “Li- 
brary economics” gives short practical contri- 
butions cn methods or new devices. 


Public Libraries, November, contains a pa- 
per on “The recreation of a librarian,” by 
F. K. W. Drury, suggesting various pleasant 
hobbies and pursuits for leisure hours; and 
articles on “Public documents in small libra- 
ries,” by Charlotte Evans; and “The story 
hour in libraries,” by Helen U. Price. The 
December number gives J. C. Dana’s “Antici- 
pations” of the library future, and several 
short articles on the work of the library for 
business men. 

LOCAL 


Bristol (Ct.) P. L. (Rpt.—year ending 
Aug. 1, 1907.) The report, by the directors, 
is almost entirely devoted to a description of 
the new building, dedicated Aug. 14, 1907, and 
erected from a building fund of $45,420.10, 
raised by public subscription. “The board 
feel that the generous response made by the 
people of Bristol to our appeal tor a library 
building fund and the prompt payment of most 
of the subscriptions, by which we have been 
able to pay all bills as they come due and even 
to receive over $120 interest on early payments, 
have been most gratifying evidence of the 
public spirit of our citizens and their interest 
in and approval of the work of our public 
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library.” The entire cost of the building and 
equipment is given as $47,000, leaving a deficit 
of nearly $1600; it is in the colonial style of 
architecture, of granite, with trimmings of 
Indiana limestone. The stackroom has an 
immediate capacity of 26,000 v., which may 
readily be doubled by a second tier of shelv- 
ing; the ultimate book capacity is fully 80,000 
v. The children’s room is extremely attrac- 
tive, with provision for several thousand vol- 
umes; the assembly room has accommodations 
for 250 persons. It is planned to use one 
room, at present unoccupied, as a men’s read- 
ing room, where smoking will be permitted. 

The library has received the gift of the fine 
private collection of Indian and _ prehistoric 
relics belonging to Dr. F. H. Williams, of 
Bristol, which will make an excellent nucleus 
for the museum of the new building. 

Expenses of the regular library work for the 
year were $3542.09, an excess of $319.73 over 
income. The circulation was 47,234, of which 
5616 was from the Forestville branch and 
2374 from the schools; the juvenile circulation 
was 12,397; adult fiction 48.63 per cent. Ac- 
cessions amounted to 813; total v. in library 
14,307. Urgent plea is made for a larger 
appropriation. 

By the will of the late Miss Mary P. Root 
the library will eventually receive a large be- 
quest; but it will be a long time before the 
settlement of the estate involved is concluded. 


Brooklyn, N. Y. Pratt Institute F. L. (20th 
rpt.— year ending June 30, 1907.) Added 
4271; total, 89,196. Issue, home use 177,020 
(fict. 57 per cent.), of which 36,986 were is- 
sued in the children’s room. Reference use 
37.608 (general 13,134, art reference 11,808, 
applied science reference 12,666); reading 
room 31,500. New registration 4780; cards in 
force in adult dept. 10,340. 

The work of the year is reported as con- 
taining no change of note. The issue of 
books for home use increased 15,407 over the 
previous year. 

An interesting analysis is given of the pro- 
portion of masculine and feminine users of the 
library, noted elsewhere. A list of occupa- 
tions of borrowers is given in detail, children 
of course being excepted. Of the 10,340 users 
306 are teachers, and 3262 students or pupils. 

“During one of the months of heavy use, 
March, account was kept, as far as was pos- 
sible to the regular attendants, of those who 
sat down to read in the main room of the cir- 
culating department. There were 1360 in all 
—590 women and girls and 770 men and 
boys. Of course some were omitted, as it is 
impossible always to see the additions to this 
big reading circle. If the number of readers 
proportionate to the number of books issued 
held the same throughout the year, as we be- 
lieve from observation that it did, there were 
over 14,000 such readers during the year. 
Added to the reading room use this makes the 
full number of readers 45,500, and adding the 


37,608 who used the reference rooms we have 
a reference and reading use of 83,108.” 

The work of the applied science reference 
department shows distinct gains. The circu- 
lating department account reports a circula- 
tion in pure and applied science of 12,448, or 
13 per cent. of the total circulation. 

The making of special lists, bulletins, etce., 
is recorded, and a list given — for the first 
time —of the exhibitions held in the attrac- 
tive art gallery that is part of the library 
building. 

The story hour list is given in detail. Be- 
sides the regular Tuesday evening hour this 
year there was a Friday evening one, when 
the same set of children came week after 
week. The three series given were “Stories 
from Norse mythology,” “The Niebelungen- 
lied” and “Tales of the Vikings.” 

The lending of picture bulletins to other 
libraries has increased over previous years. 
The mathematical books were reclassified, and 
in many cases were assigned new subject 
headings. 

The exhibit of books recommended for 
Christmas presents was held as usual, but only 
the list for adults printed. “We have some 
very attractive and durable picture-books as 
a result of some of the work of the library 
school class. Walter Crane books and Calde- 
cott books, the white edges of whose pages 
had been soiled and torn beyond repair, re- 
appear minus all the edges and mounted in 
neat books of strong dark paper. In this 
form they should last even longer than in 
their original shape. Some of the children 
have shown great interest in drawing during 
the year, and have copied some of the bulletin 
pictures. At Christmas time a number of 
them made Christmas cards by tracing some 
simple, appropriate, and attractive designs pre- 
pared by one of the staff of the room.” 


Brooklyn (N. Y.) P. L. The plans of Mr. 
R. F. Almirall for the new central building 
were under discussion as the special order 
of business at the September, October and 
November meetings of the board of trus- 
tees. There had been much opposition to 
the method of Mr. Almirall’s selection as 
architect and to the contract which had been 
entered into with, possibly without legal au- 
thority, by Mr. Coler, Borough President of 
Brooklyn, and there continued to be oppo- 
sition to the triangular site next the entrance 
to Prospect Park. At the October meeting 
a resolution disapproving the plans because 
of the site failed, 8 to 9, only by the casting 
vote of President Boody in favor of the plans, 
but at the November meeting the following 
resolution was carried by a two-thirds vote 
of 12 to 5: 

“Resolved, That the Board of Trustees of the 
Brooklyn Public Library hereby approve, in accord- 
ance with the resolutions of the Board of Estimate 
and Apportionment adopted May 25, 1906, and con- 
curred in by the Board of Aldermen June 26, 1906, 
as provisional plans for the Central Library Build- 
ing, the design submitted by Mr, R. F. Amirall, 
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previded that any char 
shall be made in the plans and that any modifica- 
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tions shall be submitted to this Board further 
approval; and provided also that this resolution shall 
not be taken to commit the Board or record its judg- 
ment as to questions of cost or contract or materials 
to be used, or methods of legal or financial procedure 
in respect to the proposed building.” 

The absent members of the board had ex- 
pressed their views by letter or at previous 
meetings, and stood 3 to 2, making the full 
poll 15 to 7, outside of the three official mem- 
bers, the mayor, the borough president, and 
the comptroller, who were understood to 
favor the plans, so that the ultimate vote, 
including official members, would have been 
18 to 7. A second resolution was unani- 
mously passed, requesting the architect to 
present alternative designs for the treat- 
ment of the pavition roof in place of the 
domed ornamental roof in the plans as 
printed in the October Liprary JOURNAL; 
and the law committee was requested to re- 
port as to what steps might be necessary to 
obtain the action of the Municipal Art Com- 
mission upon the plans in case the building 
did not technically come under their jurisdic- 
tion. 

Brown University L., Providence, R. I. 
(Rpt. — year ending May, 1907; in Univer- 
sity Bulletin, October, p. 46-47.) Added 
8015, of which 5090 were gifts; total not 
given. Issued 7803, of which 4552 were 
drawn by undergraduates. To the Harris 
collection of American poetry 692 v. were 
added. Among important purchases of the 
year was the “Catalogue général des livres 
imprimés de la Bibliothéque Nationale,” v. 
1-28 already issued. 

“We are changing our catalog over from 
the smaller (32) size to the larger (33) size 
cards, in order to avail ourselves more easily 
of printed cards, especially of those furnished 
by the Library of Congress.” 


Cedar Rapids (Ja.) P. L. A meeting at- 
tended by about 300 Bohemian citizens was 
held in the auditorium of the library on the 
evening of Nov, 8, to celebrate the action of 
the library board in adding books in the 
Bohemian tongue to the library, and also to 
commemorate the close of the Thirty Years’ 
War, which resulted in the downfall of the 
Bohemian nation. The auditorium was 
crowded to overflowing and many were un- 
able to obtain seats. An excellent program 
had been prepared, including several musi- 
cal numbers and addresses by Professor B. 
Shimek, of the state university, Miss Harriet 
Wood, the librarian, and Dr. E. R. Burk- 
halter. Miss Wood said that she hoped the 
present selection of Bohemian books would 
be the nucleus of a fine collection in that 
language, and that the audience would inspect 
every department of the library and become 
familiar with its work. 


Cleveland (O.) P. L, (38th rpt., 1906.) 
Added 35,057, “also 3976 ephemera added by 
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mere listing”; total 291,882 accessioned vol- 
umes, including unaccessioned v., pamphlets 
and duplicates the total is “considerably in 
excess of 300,000.” Issued, home use 1,550,- 
914 (adult fict. 35 per cent., juv. fict. 21 per 
cent.). New registration 33,771, cards in 
force 92,224. Expenditures: maintenance 
$53,487.59, service $74,023.33 (salaries $62,- 
772.29), growth $102,437.16 (books $28,- 
800.15, buildings from A. Carnegie $39,- 
656.35). 

As usual, a comprehensive summary of con- 
stantly expanding work, briefly presented by 
the librarian, Mr. Brett, ‘and recorded in more 
detail in the supplementary reports of Miss 
Eastman, vice-librarian, and the various de- 
partment heads. There are numerous illus- 
trations of branch buildings, plans, and an 
interesting outline map of Chesteal with in- 
dication of the various nationalities clustered 
in different sections and of the library 
agencies. 

Two Carnegie branches—the Miles Park 
and the Broadway — were opened during the 
year. The main library is increasingly hamp- 
ered by lack of a proper building; in addi- 
tion to its general administrative quarters it 
now occupies four rooms in the city hall for 
binding and stations department, a news- 
paper reading room in a third building, and 
storage rooms in still another building. 
Further separation of the main library work 
is indicated in the suggestion that two 
rooms for the children’s department be es- 
tablished further removed from the business 
center of the city. “If this plan were car- 
ried out, a collection of children’s books at 
the main library would still serve the few 
children in the neighborhood, but its main 
use would be for parents from all parts of 
the city, who draw books from the main 
library for their children as well as for them- 
selves, and for the teachers and normal 
school students.” 

The work for children is constantly in- 
creasing, juvenile circulation now forming 
about 41 per cent. of the total circulation. 
This is reviewed by the director of the chil- 
dren's work, Miss Burnite, who notes the 
development of the story hour, care of penny 
savings funds during the summer, exhibits, 
details of school work, etc. 

An important departure of the year was the 
arrangement made between the library and 
the estern Reserve Library School, by 
which members of the library staff receive 
instruction in the school without charge. 

The work of the department for the blind 
has been largely in the direction of obtain- 
ing instruction, conducting readings, etc., as 
the books in raised type are so expensive that 
it will be long before the library has an ade- 
quate collection. Readings for the blind are 
given twice a week, generally with volun- 
teer service, car tickets have been given and 
carriages lent for the use of the blind and 
their guides, and a ticket bureau was estab- 
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lished through which unused tickets to con- 
certs, lectures and the theatre could be ob- 
tained. As an outcome of these efforts a 
society has been established for promoting 
the interests of the blind, in which the library 
will act as an affiliated agency. The work 
proposed for this society is as follows: as- 


* sist in enlarging the collection of books for 


the blind; employ one or more of the blind 
to copy books not now obtainable in raised 
type, to be bound and added to the collec- 
tion; bring influence to bear or reduce the 
cost and the size of these books; co-operate 
with those societies working for the adop- 
tion of a universal system of notation for the 
blind; provide volunteer guides, carriages, 
readers, speakers and music for the meetings ; 
employ a home teacher, and organize and con- 
— the ticket bureau on a more systematic 
sis. 


Derby (Conn.) P. L. (5th rpt.—year 
ending April 30, 1907.) Added 1239; total 
11,935. Issued, home use 42,632 (fict. 59.8 
per cent.), of which 42% per cent. were ju- 
venile. New cards issued 384; cards in force 
1946. Receipts $3863.08; expenses $3383.02. 

There is increasing demand for books in 
foreign languages. Special effort has been 
made to increase the use of industrial and 
technical books, and the circulation in this 
class shows a gain of 30 per cent. over the 
previous year. 


Dubuque, Ia. Carnegie-Stout F. P. L. 
“Library day” was observed, as usual, on 
Nov. 2, and proved most successful. One of 
the features of the observance was the par- 
ticipation of the different clubs of the city, 
which had representatives tell of the books 
in the library on the subjects selected for 
club study during the coming year. Informal 
discussion followed. 

The library sent, at the beginning of the 
school year, a circular letter, “to the prin- 
cipals and teachers of Dubuque,” setting 
forth the privileges granted to teachers and 
the various ways in which the library can be 
helpful in school work. 


Galesburg (Jll.) F. P. L. (Rpt.—year 
ending May 31, 1907.) Added 1791; total 
33,750. Issued, home use 81,333 (fict. 43,820, 
juv. fict. 20,180), ref. use 37,905; issued 
through schools 3482. New registration 1405. 

During the year four class-room libraries 
were established, one in each of three schools 
remote from the library and one in the high 
school. From the children’s room the cir- 
culation was 30,850. A story hour is held 
on Friday afternoons, and early in the year 
an Indian exhibit was held for one week. 


Grand Rapids (Mich.) P. L. The total cir- 
culation for home use for 1906-1907 was 250,- 
576, an increase of 22,257 over 1005-1906 
(228,319), which figures were mistakenly 

iven for those of 1906-1907, in the September 
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Glenwood, Minn. Carnegie L. The con- 
tract has been let for the erection of the new 
library building, for which $10,000 was given 
by Mr. Carnegie. 


Hartford (Conn.) P, L. (69th rpt. — year 
ending June 1, 1907.) Added 3971; total 
not given. Issued, home use 202,787 (fict. 
115,861, juv. fict, 23,430, magazines 8366). Is- 
sued from branches and schools 17,150. New 
cards issued 4325; total registration 11,865. 
In the boys’ and girls’ room 682 applications 
for cards were made, and 38,800 v, were 
issued. 

In April a branch was opened in the Park- 
ville section, in quarters heated, lighted and 
cared for by the district; the expense of the 
reading room attendant is borne by voluntary 
subscription. The gift by J. Pierpont Mor- 
gan of a new building for the art gallery will 
in time leave the present building entirely 
available by the three libraries at present 
quartered there. 

A small collection of Lithuanian books, 
bought at the request of local Lithuanians, is 
now on the library shelves, The titles are the 
same as those selected by the New Haven 
Public Library. 


Jackson, Miss. Millsaps College. The new 
$30,000 Millsaps- Carnegie library building, 
erected from funds given by Major R, W. 
Millsaps and Andrew Carnegie, was dedi- 
cated on Oct. 26. 

Kansas City (Mo.) P. L. (26th rpt.— 
year ending June 30, 1907; in library Quar- 
terly, October.) Added 4304; total not given. 
Issued, home use 280,344 (fict. 115,270, juv. 
55,956), of which 50,808 were issued through 
the 25 school sub-stations. New cards issued 
9169; total cardholders 45,506, of whom 17,- 
531 are children. 

“The most satisfactory piece of work done 
during the past year was the preparation of 
a bibliography of the technical works in the 
library, published in the January, 1907, 
Quarterly; this was widely used by technical 
men. 

“The congestion at the main delivery desk, 
caused by the fiction having been placed back 
of the desk five years ago, necessitated imme- 
diate change, which was made last October. 
The catalog room, 27.6x28 feet, was taken for 
a fiction room and the desks ‘of the catalog 
staff divided between the front space in the 
upper stack room, and the space back of the 
delivery desk. The change was the prin- 
cipal feature in the administration during the 
past year. The fiction room is now a sepa 
rate department.” The building is now in- 
adequate for the various departments, and 
Mrs, Whitney urges the imperative necessity 
of an annex or enlargement. The special fic- 
tion department, which is briefly described, is 
said to be most satisfactory to the public; 
it has its own circulation desk and printed 
and card catalogs. Attention is called to the 
method adopted in the children’s room, by 
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which the children shelve their own books, 
after submitting them to inspection at the 
“books returned” desk. 


Marinette, Wis. Stephenson P. L. (20th 
rpt.— year ending June 30, 1907.) Added 
1110; total 12,820, Issued, home use 50,173 
(fict. 46 per cent., juv. fict. 28 per cent.). 
New registration 983; cards in force 4831. 
“Marinette has a population of about 16,000 
and of these 30 per cent, are borrowers.” 
Receipts $4302.16; expenses $4302.16 (sala- 
ries $1544.50, books $1043.56, binging $125.75, 
periodicals $156.15, janitor $435.31, heat 
$305.03, light $223.63). 

“The library is now closed on Sundays 
during the summer months, careful observa- 
tion having demonstrated that very few peo- 
ple made use of the library on that day and 
the few who did were young people who 
could come other days as well.” A _ story 
hour was held on Friday afternoons from Oc- 
tober to March, with much success. Ten 
rooms in three schools remote from the li- 
brary are supplied with school room libraries. 
A beginning has also been made toward a 
permanent duplicate school collection. There 
are 25 travelling libraries in circulation 
through the county for which this library is 
the distributing center. “From June 30, 1906, 
to June 30, 1907, these libraries have been sent 
out 34 times. 23 libraries have been re- 
turned. The circulation of the libraries re- 
turned was 4603, an average of 200 for each 
library. The travelling library work of Mari- 
nette County cannot be too highly com- 
mended. The books go right into the rural 
districts, sometimes to a school house, some- 
times to a store or a post-office, and often to 
some home easy of access by the surrounding 
residents.” 


Merced, Cal. The city of Merced has lost 
its chance of obtaining a public library build- 
ing out of the estate of the late George H. 
Fancher. The District Court of Appeal holds 
that the erection of such a building is not a 
compliance with the provision of the will 
of the deceased, by which he “set apart. . . 
for my funeral expenses and proper interment 
of my remains and the erection of a suitable 
monument to my memory” the sum of twen- 
ty-five thousand dollars. The executors 
thought that $25,000 was a large sum of 
money to spend on a hearse and headstone. 
So they proposed to buy a granite shaft for 
$2000, and devote the rest to a library. The 
Superior court said they might do so, for the 
library would be a “suitable monument,” but 
the appellate court holds that that was not 
what the late Mr, Fancher intended. The 
Fancher bequest and the interpretation put 
upon it was recorded in L. J. at the time. 

New Haven (Conn.) P. L. After a year’s 
deliberation the library committee chosen by 
Mrs. Mary E. Ives announced on Nov. 20 
their choice of Cass Gilbert as the archi- 
tect to design the new library building, for 
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which Mrs. Ives pe $300,000. It was 
planned at first by the committee to hold an 
open competition which would enable local 
architects to compete. A limited competition 
was also considered, but the committee after 
many long sessions decided to name the archi" 
tect themselves and chose Mr. Gilbert. 


New York. General Theological Seminary 
L. (Rpt.—year ending April 30, 1907; ™ 
Proceedings of 1907 annual meeting, p. 534- 
541.) Added 2672, of which s80 were gifts; 
total 41,779. Readers in main reading room, 
day 6146, evening 2786; vols. loaned 2145. 

‘During the year past the two rooms form- 
erly used for seminar purposes were replaced 
by one room, much larger, lighter and more 
convenient in every way. Shelving has been 
installed, which will accommodate nearly 1500 
volumes, and the two small collections of 
books in the former seminar rooms united. 
Through the very opportune arrival of the 
Whitaker and Applegate gifts during the 
year, a very admirable beginning has been 
made toward a well equipped seminar library 
of standard and reference works. This col- 
lection, numbering now about 250 volumes, 
it is intended to augment slowly and carefully 
during the coming years by purchase.” 


New York P. L. (Rpt.— year ending June 
30, 1907; im lib. Bulletin, Oct., p. 463-468.) 
“Owing to the resolution of the board adopted 
Feb. 13, 1907, by which the fiscal year of the 
corp~tation was changed from the period July 
1-Ju .e 30, to Jan. 1-Dec. 31, this report sum- 
marizes in brief terms the work of the library 
staff for the period in question, leaving 
until Jan. 1, 1908, the full report for the cal- 
endar year 1907 and for the 18 months since 
July 1, 1906.” Added, reference branches 
35,865 v., 50,428 pm.; total 710,232 v., 270,961 
pm., “which with the 593,881 v. in the circula- 
tion department, gives a total of 1,575,074 
pieces in the whole system.” The print de- 
partment now contains 63,282 prints ; 6229 pe- 
riodicals are currently received. There were 
217,715 readers and visitors in the reference 
branches. In the circulation department the 
number of branches has increased from 35 to 
37, circulation for home use from 4,752,628 
to 5,000,555; 5 Carnegie branches have been 
opened (a total of 23). 

Work on the new building makes slow pro- 
gress, the finishing contracts (for heating and 
ventilating, plumbing, interior finish, electric 
equipment) having now been awarded. “To 
give relief to overladen shelves and over- 
crowded floors, we have packed away in boxes 
stored in the Astor basement 40,663 v. and 
pamphlets. The material thus stored will not 
be available for consultation until we move 
into the new building. It comprises, in gen- 
eral, serial public documents issued before 
1900, portions of little used sections in Orien- 
talia and Slavonica, bibliography and library 
economy, theological periodicals, missions and 
various other theological groups. To provide 
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for those portions of the Lenox collections 
that may be transferred to Astor if Lenox is 
closed in December, we have gained 3528 
square feet of floor space by erecting plat- 
forms.” 

Work at the schools has been extended to 
390 educational institutions. The travelling 
libraries department now serves 675 stations, 
and shows an increase in circulation of about 
57 per cent. The children’s rooms since Sept. 
I, 1906, have been under the charge of an ex- 
perienced supervisor. 

The results of the inventories show a net 
loss from the shelves of 3859 v. during the 
year, as against 7904 last year, a decrease of 
4045, or over one-half 

The home circulation of books for the year 
was 5,000,555, an increase of 337,927 over the 
preceding year. 


New York State L. The 88th annual re- 
port of the library, already noted, has now 
been issued in two cloth-bound volumes, no. 
88, v. 1 and 2, containing besides the annual 
report proper — being the “Statistical report, 
1905,”— the numerous appendixes accom- 
panying it, covering the reprints of the sev- 
eral publications of the library and of the 
library school for the year. 


Newark (N. J.) F. P. L. The library is- 
sues a little pamphlet on “The Newark of for- 
mer days and the Newark of to-day,” compiled 
by Miss Helen Peters Dodd, chief of the chil- 
dren’s department, and intended as a help in 
the study of local history in the public schools. 
It was also useful in connection with the 
“Newark exhibition,” held in the library in 
October, in commemoration of the allotment 
of land for town purposes in October, 1676. 
Besides indication of the library’s local his- 
tory collections and notes of historic scenes 
and events, it contains reading lists on general 
politics and government, and on Newark and 
New Jersey. 


North Andover, Mass. Stevens Memorial 
L. The attractive library building given to 
the town by Mr. and Mrs. Moses Tyler 
Stevens, was opened for public inspection on 
Nov. 4 and 5. It is a memorial to Capt. 
Nathaniel Stevens and his wife, the parents 
of the giver, and cost $20,000 — this sum and 
the site being the gift of Hon. Moses Tyler 
Stevens. The town appropriated $1200 an- 
nually for maintenance purposes. 


Norwich, Conn. Otis L. (Rpt. — year end- 
ing Aug, 31, 1907.) Added 2645; total 36,006. 
Issued, home use 98,075 (fict. 59.92 per cent.). 
New registration 909; total registration 17,- 
oo4. Receipts $8429.06; expenses $8420. 
(salaries $4032.34, books $1697.68, periodicals 
$252.08, binding $148.93, fuel $227.25, light 
$300.17). There was a decrease in circulation 
amounting to 985 v. This is analyzed as the 
result of decrease in fiction issues of 2124 v., 
offset by an increase of 1139 v. in other classes. 
“The issue of books in foreign languages is 
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notable not so much for the aggregate shown 
as for the increase, indicating, as it does, that, 
with the growth of the foreign element in our 
population, a growing demand comes to a 
public library like ours for books in the na- 
tive languages of the foreigners. During the 
year books in the following languages have 
been asked for: Arabic, modern Greek, Rou- 
manian, Polish, Swedish, Portuguese, Spanish 
and Italian. Although the number of books 
in foreign languages added during the year is 
fully double the number added in any pre- 
vious year, it is by no means sufficient, and 
should be materially enlarged and varied to 
meet the demands of readers of various na- 
tionalities.” 


Paterson (N.J.) F. P. L. The Grand street 
branch of the library was opened to the pub- 
lic on Oct. 26; about 315 cards were issued 
on the first day, and nearly 400 books were 
drawn. This is the first branch library to be 
opened in Paterson; it is established in the 
business and mill section of the city. 

On Nov. 15 a memorial tablet to the late 
Mrs. Mary Elizabeth Ryle, giver of the Dan- 
forth library building, was unveiled with ap- 
propriate exercises. The tablet, which is on 
the west wall of the main lower corridor of 
the building, is of bronze, bearing a low re- 
lief portrait of Mrs. Ryle in an emblematic 
design. 


St. Louis (Mo.) P. L. (Rpt., 1905-6, 1906- 
7.) “In April, 1906, three weeks before the 
close of the statistical year, Mr. F. M. Crun- 
den, librarian of this library, was taken from 
his place by illness. The annual report, pre- 
pared in rough form soon after, was held from 
month to month in the hope that he would 
return and assemble it for publication. His 
slowly mending health forbade this, and no 
report appeared for 1905-6. The records of 
that year, however, are now combined in one 
volume with those of 1906-7, and given to the 
public in November, 1907.” Statistics for 
1905-6 are: added 26,714; total 203,320; is- 
sued, home and school use 1,084,344; total use 
of books and periodicals 1,410,381; total no. 
readers 62,179, of whom 28,500 were children. 
Statistics for 1906-7 are: added 35,550; total 
222,780; issued, home and school use 1,124,- 
716; total use of books and periodicals 1,437,- 
562; total no, readers 64,804. 

During the two years covered two branch 
libraries, the Barr and the Cabanne, have been 
completed and are in operation. Another, the 
Carondelet, is well under way. The site for a 
fourth, the Soulard, has been purchased. The 
plans for the central building presented by 
Mr. Cass Gilbert have been adopted, and Mr. 
Gilbert has been appointed architect of that 
building. 

“The branch system in its operation has re- 
sulted in a greatly increased use of the library 
facilities, and it is the purpose of the board 
to erect altogether seven branches with the 
funds provided by Mr. Carnegie for that pur- 
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pose. To the fund provided by Mr. Carnegie 
for the central building, viz., one-half a mil- 
lion dollars, the board will be able, in conse- 
quence of the sale of some of its real prop- 
erty, to add three-quarters of a million dol- 
lars, assuring the erection of a structure ade- 
quate for the needs of the city for many years 
to come.” 

The delivery station issue showed a de- 
crease of 38,108 v. for 1906-7, largely attri- 
butable to the opening of the Barr branch, 
which displaced four excellent stations. 

“The Barr branch, first of the Carnegie 
buildings, began its work Sept. 18, 1906. Dur- 
ing the first seven months it registered 3522 
readers, of whom 2776 had never had library 
cards before. Of this total 2169, or nearly 
60 per cent., were children. The home issue of 
books numbered 96,487, an average of about 
13,000 a month and of 505 for each day, or 
about 12 per cent. of the total home issue of 
the library system. The collection received 
large additions during the first few months. 
It was originally composed of the books of 
the Model Library, displayed in the Missouri 
3uilding at the World’s Fair, and comprising 
the greater part of the 800m volumes recom- 
mended in the catalog of the American Li- 
brary Association. Though a suitable founda- 
tion, this proved insufficient for the demand at 
the Barr branch, particularly in the aduit fic- 
tion and juvenile classes. During the seven 
months, therefore, the collection was in- 
creased by 4216 new books. The affiliation 
between the branch and the main library is as 
close as possible. Books may be taken from 
either place and returned at the other, the 
same card being honored at both. Volumes 
not in the branch collection are sent out from 
the central library for temporary use on a 
day’s notice, and special collections are loaned 
in the same way for the use of teachers in the 
neighborhood. The actual work of registering 
readers, who apply at the branch, is naturally 
performed at the central library, where all 
applications are filed, but the guarantor cards 


and signatures of applicants are received at‘ 


the branch. The reader’s card is then made 
out at the central building and sent to the 
branch within 24 hours. Daily transportation 
is provided. All books at the branch library 
are on open shelves.” 

The report includes as appendixes Presi- 
dent Lehmann’s address at the dedication of 
the Barr branch, and brief statements of the 
plans of the board for the branch libraries 
and the new central building, There are sev- 
eral illustrations of the Barr branch. 

Philip Rabinowitz, 15 years old, a page in 
the library service, was arrested on Nov. § 
for theft of library books. Two volumes be- 
longing to the library were found on him 
when arrested and 83 more volumes were 
later found at his home. When questioned the 
boy admitted having taken books from the 
library since August. He had been appointed 
a page in the library in April. It was not 
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found that he had ever sold or attempted to 
sell the stolen volumes, and he maintained 
steadily that he had taken them only because 
he wanted a library of his own. The books 
recovered ranged from Longfellow, Shake- 
speare, and the life of Napoleon to Conan 
Doyle’s and Jack London’s stories. He was 
sentenced to an indefinite term in the Mis- 
souri Training School for Boys, at Boonville. 

Somerville (Mass.) P. L. On Oct. 24 the 
board of alderman, by a vote of II to 7, au- 
thorized the mayor to accept Andrew Car- 
negie’s offer of $25,000 for a branch library 
in West Somerville. 

Tahlequah, Okla. Carnegie L. The Car- 
negie library building is completed, but there 
are no books in the stacks and no money 
wherewith to purchase them. At the recent 
special election the proposed library tax was 
defeated, as the citizens felt that any added 
tax would be a burden. 

Toronto, Canada. The cornerstone of the 
new library for the Canadian Military Insti- 
tute was laid on Aug. 29 by his excellency 
Earl Grey. The institute was formed for the 
purpose of the “promotion of military art, 
science and literature” and possesses one of 
the finest military libraries on the continent, 
including records as far back as the French 
wars and the war of 1812. 

U. S. Bureau of Education, ashington, 
D.C. “Statement of the commissioner of edu- 
cation” for the year ended June 30, 1907, con- 
tains (p. 5) a brief description of the library 
and museum of the bureau. The library now 
contains well over 80,000 bound volumes and 
about 100,000 pamphlets. “For the most part 
it is a special collection, relating to education 
and subjects closely allied with education. In 
certain portions of its field, notably in the offi- 
cial publications of education departments, 
American and foreign, it is far and away the 
leading collection in this country. As such it 
can be made of incalculable value to students 
of education, and to legislative bodies and ad- 
ministrative officers having to do with educa- 
tional affairs. Since the close of the year the 
library has been placed in charge of an ex- 
perienced and highly trained librarian. It is 
to be expected that the reorganization which 
he has undertaken will bring this collection 
into more effective relations with the Library 
of Congress and with other libraries of the 
government. It will undoubtedly render the 
library more useful also to the other activities 
of this bureau, and in the general educational 
movements of the country. It is intended 
first of all to remove from the collection any 
portions which would now be more generally 
useful in the District Library or the Library 
of Congress, and in future to keep this collec- 
tion closely to the needs and genera! purposes 
of an education office.” It is asked that the 
special appropriation of the library for books 
and ‘periodicals be increased from $250 to 
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University of California L., Berkeley. The 
plans for the first section of the Doe Me- 
morial Library have been definitely settled, 
and work is going forward on the founda- 
tions of the building. 

It is now about a year since the will of 
Charles Franklin Doe, of San Francisco, 
placed in the hands of the regents of the 
university the sum of $6,000,000, giving them 
the opportunity to erect one of the finest li- 
braries in the United States. The entire 
amount was not available at once, and John 
Galen Howard, architect for the university, 
has been working with the regents’ commit- 
tee planning how the library might be built 
in sections, so that each might be avail- 
able as it was built, the completed structure 
to be an architectural unit when finished. 
The first section to be built will cost, approx- 
imately, $2,500,000. 

The library is to be situated on the campus 
between old North Hall and the new Cali- 
fornia Hall, and has been placed in accord- 
ance with the Burnham plans for the greater 
university. The greatest dimensions are 220 
feet by 265 feet. The entire building, when 
completed, will house over 1,000,000 volumes, 
most of which are to be placed in a great 
central stack 105 feet square. Surrounding 
the stack on its west, east and south sides 
rooms for special work, administration, sem- 
inars and other departments will be grouped, 
while the north front, on the ground floor, is 
to be occupied by two large study rooms, 
one for men and one for women students. 
Ample accommodations are to be provided 
on this floor for the housing of the Bancroft 
collection. On the main floor the entire 
north front is taken up by a general reading- 
room, about 50 by 200 feet, which will ac- 
commodate more than 400 readers. 


Washington, D. C. District of Columbia 
P. L, Qn Friday, Nov. 1, the library opened 
its new useful arts and science room. In it 
there are collected the library’s resources on 
engineering and technological subjects, busi- 
ness and business methods, trades, binding 
and printing, etc.. as well as the books on 
physics, mechanics, chemistry and geology. It 
is an open-shelf room, and contains also files 
of the current engineering and technical pe- 
riodicals, and the reference books on these 
subjects. A collection of trade catalogs is- 
sued by manufacturing firms has been begun. 
So far, manufacturers of office appliances, 
paper, type and printing machinery, scien- 
tific instruments, tools and machinery are 
most largely represented, but the scope of the 
collection will be continually increased to 
meet demands. The room is open during 
the same hours as the reference room—9gQ 
a.m. to 9 p.m. on week days and 2 p.m. to 
10 p.m. on Sundays. 

To bring this room to the attention of the 
people most interested a meeting of the Wash” 
ington Society of Engineers was arranged 
and held in the library lecture room on the 
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evening of Nov. 5, when Mr. Bowerman gave 
a description of the contents and purpose of 
this new department. 


Wisconsin State Hist. Soc. L. The society 
held its 55th annual meeting on Oct. 7. The 
report of Dr. R. G. Thwaites, secretary and 
superintendent, gave the following inuforma- 
tion regarding the library: Added 11,586; 
total (estimated) 294,464. The legislature at 
its last session made the historical library 
the future depository of state archives. Ow- 
ing to lack of room in the library building no 
movement has thus far been made in this 
direction; but improvements now contem- 
plated will allow a gradual absorption of 
this important class of historical material. 

Strong appeal was made to the legislature 
to provide for the addition of the proposed 
northwest wing to the library building. The 
present structure already is crowded to re- 
pletion, and during the coming winter a 
number of devices for increasing book-stor- 
age capacity will be introduced. It is inti- 
mated that, notwithstanding these expedients, 
it may be necessary to engage outside stor- 
age room before another session of the legis- 
lature. Owing to the extraordinary demands 
of other state institutions the bill for this 
purpose was shelved but with the understand- 
ing that in 1909 the request would be granted. 

Dr. Thwaites also presented a summarized 
report on the condition of the public library 
interests of the state. During the year new 
library buildings were dedicated and occupied 
at Durand, Edgerton, Watertown and Wau- 


sau—all except Edgerton being Carnegie gifts. 
New libraries were established at Ladysmith, 


Sturgeon Bay, Brodhead and Kewaunee. 
Gifts to Wisconsin libraries during the year 
aggregated about $60,000. The travelling li- 
brary stations number nearly 600. Twelve 
are sent out to clubs by the state historical 
society, eight of them being on Wisconsin 
history, which are much sought after. 


Yonkers (N. Y.) P. L. (Rpt. — year end- 
ing Dec. 31, 1906.) Added 1161; withdrawn 
489; total 19,508. Issued, home use 160,709 
(fict. 54 per cent., juvenile 27 per cent.). New 
registration 3425. Receipts $13,092; expenses 
$13,412 (salaries $4116, books $1529, binding 
$1118). The report, printed December, 1907, 
says that the increase in membership and cir 
culation on removal to the new building has 
sorely taxed a by no means large collection 
of books, and has entailed extensive replen- 
ishing of standard and popular books to meet 
“a circulation second in the state, only. ex- 
ceeded out of New York City by Buffalo.” 
The librarian proposes a special appropriation 
for purchase of books as was done in Bing- 
hamton. Travelling libraries have been sent 
to outlying engine houses with gratifying suc- 
cess, and 1440 books delivered to six engine 
houses in charge of a member of each com- 
pany as sub-librarian show a circulation of 
§783 not included in the circulation report. 
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British Museum L, The reading room of 
the British Museum was again opened to the 
public on Nov. 1. Of the improvements, the 
Academy says: 

“We found the room lighter than it has 
probably ever been before, smelling, indeed, 
of varnish and drying media, but, we are 
pleased to say, no longer stinking of hot dirt. 
The improvement which chiefly interests 
readers consists in the thorough overhaul- 
ing and cleansing of the warming and vent- 
ilating system. Tne redecoration, such as it 
is, has been wisely confined to painting the 
spaces ivory-white and gilding the courses. 

he arrangements remain unaltered, with 
the exception that old editions of books in 
the reference shelves have been replaced by 
new ones. If the abominable atmosphere of 
the great room has been permanently abol- 
ished, readers will have no reason to complain 
of such inconvenience as they may have expe- 
rienced by its temporary closure.” 

The Atheneum comments on one feature 
of the decorations: “Up to its jubilee, the 
only inscription in the room was the date 
MpcccLv11 over the chief entrance. This re- 
mains, but a questionable addition has been 
made by the inscribing in fair-sized lettering 
of the names of 19 distinguished authors in 
the spaces below the great windows of the 
dome, the twentieth space being occupied 
by the clock. It is doubtful whether this let- 
tering is not somewhat distracting, and 
whether it does not to some extent lessen 
the effect of the fine proportions of the dome. 
It would be easy to comment on the selection 
made, for it is certainly open to criticism; 
but the 19 chosen ones have been elevated to 
their distinguished position; and there, in all 
probability, they will remain for the next 
fifty years, when judgment will have ripened 
as to the English writers of the nineteenth 
century. It is certainly odd, to mention just 
one point, to find Byron, Tennyson and 
Browning preferred over Shelley and Keats, 
Macaulay mentioned, and Dickens ignored.” 


Edinburgh P. L. The library has received 
the gift of the collection of musical books, 
missals and manuscripts, formed by the late 
R. A. Marr, of Edinburgh, including about 
500 v. The collection, given by Mr. Marr’s 
sister, in accordance with her brother's ex- 
pressed wish, is to be kept separately and 
known as the Marr Musical Section. 

The children’s reading room opened at the 
Fountain bridge branch of the library, has 
proved most successful, and is constantly 
crowded to overflowing. 


New South Wales P. L., Sydney. (35th 
rpt., 1906.) Added 6924; total 179,641. Is- 
sued from lending branch, 122,591 v. to 9236 
borrowers (55 per cent. fiction). At the ref- 
erence lib. there was an attendance of 169,- 
010; attendance at newspaper room, 295,002, 
“inclusive of 7044 females.” The use of all 
departments shows a decrease from previous 
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years. The year’s inventory showed 60 v. 
missing from the reference room; 62 v., how- 
ever, were returned during the year, “mak- 
ing a total of 638 v. lost or stolen since the 
foundation of the library 38 years ago.” 

“During the year 263 boxes, containing 
12,454 volumes, were sent to 144 country cen- 
ters; 26 boxes, containing 1276 volumes, to 
12 different lighthouses along the coast of 
this state; also 18 boxes, containing 788 
volumes, to 18 branches of the Public School 
Teachers’ Association. Besides these boxes 
of books sent out to groups of students in the 
country, 791 volumes have been forwarded 
through the post to 222 individual students 
resident in the outlying country districts. 
of whom 63 per cent. were public school 
teachers. The books, in every instance, were 
of an educational or scientific nature. The 
trustees are confident, when this branch of 
their work becomes more generally known, 
that it will develop into an important factor 
in the education of the people, and become 
the means of disseminating useful knowledge 
in parts of the state, which could not be 
reached in any cther way.” 

“It is impossible to convey an idea of the 
extent to which the public is hampered and 
the institution paralyzed by the inadequate 
accommodation for both books and read- 
ers.” It is announced, however, that g 
progress has been made on the “Mitchell 
wing” of the new library building, and it is 
hoped that the building may be completed 
early in the new year. 

r. H. C, L. Anderson, for 13 years prin- 
cipal librarian, retired December 31, 1906, and 
was succeeded by Mr. F. M. Bladen, formerly 
librarian of the lending branch. 

The travelling library work has been ex- 
tended by the sending of boxes of scientific 
and educational books to secretaries of coun- 
try branches of the Public School Teachers’ 
Association, for circulation amongst groups 
of teachers in outlying country districts. 
“The arrangements for local circulation are 
carried out by the teachers themselves; but 
all charges are borne by the trustees. In this 
way over 1000 volumes of high-class litera- 
ture, bearing upon the methods adopted by 
modern educational experts in Europe and 
America, have circulated amongst school- 
teachers in parts of the state remote from 
populous centers. The best proof of the suc- 
cess of the experiment is found in the fact 
that the trustees are unable to satisfy the 
demand. It is proposed to ask the govern- 
ment to place a sum of money on the esti- 
mates next year to defray, in part, the cost 
of this special work.” 


Gifts and Bequests 


Boston P. L. Under the will of Abram E. 
Cutter, of Charlestown, in 1901, the library 
received a gift of $4000 and Mr. Cutter’s val- 
uable private library. The library, how- 
ever, was subject to a life interest of Eliza- 
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beth F. Cutter, executrix. Mrs. Cutter has 
now relinquished her rights, and given the 
books to the library. The collection com- 
prises 2790 volumes, of which 624 are un- 
bound pamphlets. Of these there are 659 
bound volumes and 139 pamphlets which are 
lacking in the library, either in this particu- 
lar edition or in any form. The collection as 
a whole is miscellaneous, with more mate- 
rial relating to American history and bi- 
ography than to any other single subject. 


Bowdoin College L. By the will of the late 
Mrs. Esther A. Drummond the library re- 
ceives a bequest of $2000. 


New York P. L. By the will of the late 
Alexander Maitland the library receives a be- 
quest of $20,000. 


University of Pennsylvania. Dr. Emlen 
Hutchinson, of Philadelphia, has given to the 
university his collection of medical works as 
a memorial to his son, the late Dr. Henry S. 
Hutchinson. The collection consists of about 
50,000 volumes, gathered by Dr. Hutchinson 
through many years of professional life. He 
had intended to present them to his son upon 
his entrance into medical practice, but after 
the death of the latter last spring, imimediate- 
ly after his graduation from the University 
Medical School, he determined to present 
them to that institution in the form of a 
memorial library. 


Victoria University, Toronto, Can. The 
university has received a gift of $50,000 from 
Cyrus A, Birge, of Hamilton, to be used as 
endowment, which permits the acceptance of 
Andrew Carnegie’s offer of an equal sum for 
a library building. 


Washington, D. C. An interesting collec- 
tion of engravings and manuscripts relating to 
the family of the Marquis de Lafayette has 
been presented to the American government 
by Emile Cellerier, president of the Interna- 
tional College of Heraldry, Paris. It has not 
yet been decided whether the collection will be 
placed in the Library of Congress or in the 
State Department Library. 


Western University of Pennsylvania, Pitts- 
burgh. On Oct. 3 it was announced that the 
university had received the library of the late 
Peter Aldred, as a gift from his heirs. The 
collection is said to be a fine one, largely first 
editions and stardard and rare works, and to 
be valued at about $15,000. It is to be known 
as the Peter Aldred Library and to be kept 
intact in a separate room, each volume bear- 
ing a special book plate. 


Carnegie library gifts 
Springfield (Mass.) City L. Assoc 
ber, $50,000 for branches. 


Octo- 


University of Chicago. November, $10,000 
toward Harper Memorial Library fund 
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Librarians 


Apams, Miss Emma L., librarian of the 
Plainfield (N. J.) Public Library, who re- 
signed that position Oct. 1, is studying social 
work in the School of Philanthropy, New 
York City. Miss Adams was in charge of the 
Plainfield library almost from its establish- 
ment, and the directors have paid high tribute 
to the devotion and value of her work there. 
Miss Florence Bowman, assistant librarian, 1s 
now acting librarian. 


Coutter, Miss Edith M., B.L.S., New York 
State Library School, 1907, resigned her posi- 
tion as cataloger in the Public Library, Berke- 
ley, Cal., to become supervisor of the period- 
ical department at Leland Stanford Univer- 
sity Library. 


CrunpbeEN, Frederick M., is again in process 
of convalescence and has been able to see 
some of his friends within the past few days. 
In view of the alarmist reports mistakenly 
given in the newspapers, this information will 
be welcome to Mr. Crunden’s many friends in 
the professicn. 


Davis, Miss Willie, a member of the Uni- 
versity of Texas library training class, 1904- 
os, and for the last two years assistant in the 
same library, has been appointed librarian of 
the Agricultural and Mechanical College of 
Texas, at College Station. 


Dickinson, Asa Don, librarian of the Leav- 
enworth (Kan.) Free Public Library, has been 
appointed state library organizer, under the 
direction of the Kansas Library Association. 
He will carry on this work in connection with 
his work in the Leavenworth library. 


FLETCHER-STEPHENSON. Robert S. Fletcher, 
on the staff of the Carnegie Library of Pitts- 
burgh, was married Nov. 19 to Miss Charlotte 
Isabelle Stephenson, of Oil City, Pa. 


Graves, Francis B., for eight years librarian 
of the Alameda (Cal.) Public Library, has 
been appointed librarian of the Mechanics- 
Mercantile Library of San Francisco, succeed- 
ing Frederick J. Teggart, resigned. Mr. 
Graves was with the Mechanics’ Library (now 
the Mechanics-Mercantile) from February, 
1885, until November, 1899, when he resigned 
to take charge of the Alameda library. 


Kocu-Humpurey. Miss Gertrude Priscilla 
Humphrey, formerly librarian of the Lansing 
(Mich.) Public Library, was married at Lans- 
ing on Nov. 27 to Theodore W. Koch, libra- 
rian of the University of Michigan. 


Mann, Miss Elizabeth E., assistant refer- 
ence librarian at Columbia University Li- 
brary, has accepted the position of head 
cataloger at Smith College Library. 


Mitter, Miss Zana K., instructor on the 
staff of the Wisconsin Free Library Commis- 
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sion, has been appointed secretary of the 
North Dakota State Library Commission. 


PresNeLt, Henderson, for 26 years acting 
librarian of the United States Bureau of 
Education, died at his home in Washington, 
on November 28. Owing to failing health, 
Mr. Presnell had resigned his position in the 
office of Education on Sept. 1. Mr. Pres- 
nell was born 73 years ago in Washington 
County, Tennessee, and was educated at 
Emory and Henry College, Virginia. During 
the Civil War he taught school in Tennessee, 
and was for a number of years county super- 
intendent of schools of Washington County. 
He came to Washington in 1881, to fill the 
position of librarian of the Bureau of Edu- 
cation, under Gen. John Eaton, then Com- 
missioner of Education. To his work he 
brought a great enthusiasm for education, 
and a belief in the mission of the public li- 
brary as a promoter of culture; and under 
his charge the library was developed from a 
small nucleus to the present collection of 
83,000 volumes. In 1897 he compiled a valu- 
able monograph for the bureau on library 
legislation. e first analytical index of the 
publications of the bureau, from 1867 to 
1890, was prepared under his supervision, and 
was published in the annual report of the 
commissioner for 1888-89, and afterwards as 
a separate with the imprint of 1801. Mr. 
Presnell was also one of the instructors in 
library economy at the library school of the 
Columbian (now George Washington) Uni- 
versity, which was founded in 1896 and lasted 
until about 1902. He is survived by his 
widow, three daughters and one son, all of 
whom reside in Washington. 


Wates, Miss Elizabeth B., librarian of the 
Carthage (Mo.) Public Library, has been 
elected secretary of the recently organized 
Missouri Public Library Commission. 


Wuittier, Miss Florence B., New York 
State Library School, class of 1902, has been 
appointed librarian of the Sedalia (Mo.) 
Public Library. 


Cataloging and Classification 


A. L. A. Booklist, October, includes an an- 
notated subject list of “Recent interesting 
U. S. government documents,” by J. I. Wyer, 
Jr. In the November number is a class list 
of titles relating to Sunday school work, by 
F. K. W, Drury. 


Institut INTERNATIONAI. DE BIBLIOGRAPHIE. 
Publication no. 10. Dewey expanded: con- 
ference on the classification bibliographique 
of the Institut International de Biblio- 
graphie held before the Library Associa- 
tion, 8th April, 1907; by Henry V. Hop- 
wood. Reprinted from Library Ass0cia- 
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tion Record, June, 1907." Bruxelles, 1 rue 

de Musée, 1907. 24 p. 

Mr. Hopwood’s paper was reprinted in 
L. j., August, 1907, p. 362. 

New York Lrerary, Circulation De- 
partment. Classified list of books available 
for travelling libraries. [New York] 
1907. 167 p. 1. O. 

A good general selection, well balanced, 
though distinctly “popular” in character. The 
list is well printed, compact and simple. 

St. Pancras (London) Pustic 
Catalogue of the books in the lending de- 
partment of the Highgate Library. Lon- 
don, June, 1907. 4+353 p. O. bds. 

A compact, workmanlike dictionary cata- 
log, recording 7663 v., of which 748 are ju- 
venile, 

St. Paut Pvustic Lirary. Class list no. 3: 
Sociology, 1907. St. Paul, November, 1907. 
p. 141-362. O. 

A_D. C. list, two columns to page. Form 
of entry is that of author card of dictionary 
card catalog. Call numbers are portentous, 
t.e., “U. S. mortality statistics” bears the 
number qr317.3Us58c1z2mo. An author list foi- 
lows the class list. 

Worcester Free Pusric Lisrary. Catalogue 
of books in the children’s department, ar- 
ranged by author and title; also a subject 
list for the use of teachers. Worcester 
Public Library, 1907. 234 p. O. 

A good list, well printed in clear large 
type. 


Bibliograpby 
Best Books. New York State Library. 

Bulletin 116, Bibliography 43: A selection 

from the best books of 1906; with notes. 

Albany, 1907. p. 83-126. O. 

The 11th annual issue of this careful and 
useful list. Records 250 books recommended 
for library purchase. 

Brittany. La Borderie, A. de. Archives 
du biblicphile breton: noticés et docu- 
ments pour servir a l'histoire littéraire et 
bibliographique de la Bretagne, 4. Rennes, 
Plihon, et Hommay, 1907. 6+189 p. 18°. 

CALIFORNIA INDIANS. Kroeber, Alfred L. 
The religion of the Indians of California. 
(Univ. of Cal. publications, American 
archeology and ethnology.) Berkeley, 
Univ. of Cal. Press, 1907. 319-356 p. Q. 


pap. 
Bibliography (3 p.). 
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CHICAGO RAILWAYS. Fairlie, J. A. The 
street railway question in Chicago. [Ann 
Arbor, Mich., j. A. Fairlie, 1907.] 371-404 
p. O. 

Bibliographical note (2 p.). 

Cusa. Carlo M. Trelles’ “Ensaya de biblio- 
grafia cubana de los siglos xvii y xviii,” re- 
cently published in Havana, is reviewed at 
length in the .Havana literary magazine 
Letras for September last. A series of “Notes 
and additions” to Trelles’ work are also con- 
tributed to current issues of El Curtoso 
Americana, the bibliographical-antiquarian 
monthly, edited by Dr. Manuel Perez Beato, 
and published in Havana. 

— Pérez, Luis Marino. Guide to the ma- 
terials for American history in Cuban 
archives. Washington, Carnegie Institu- 
tion, 1907. 10+142 p. Q. 

Bibliography on administration of Cuba 
(2 p.). 

Dams. Wegmann, E. The design and con- 
struction of dams. 5th ed., new and enl. 
N. Y., John Wiley & Sons, 1907. 434 p. 4°. 
Bibliography. 

Dramatists. Mulliken, Clara A. Reading 
list on modern dramatists: D’Annunzio, 
Hauptmann, Ibsen, Maeterlinck, Phillips, 
Rostand, Shaw and Sudermann. (Bulletin 
of Bibliography pamphlets, no. 18.) Boston, 
Boston Book Co., 1907. 38 p. O. 


Froc. Kingsley, J. S. The frog, an anurous 
amphibian. N. Y., Holt & Co., 1907. 
5+28 O. (Guides for vertebrate dissec- 
tion. ) 

Bibliography (2 p.). 

Granite, Dale, T. N. The granites of 
Maine; with introd. by G. O. Smith. Wash- 
ington, 1907. 202+4 p. il. map, O. (U. S. 
Geological Survey bulletin, Economic ge- 
ology.) 

Bibliography (6 p.). 

GREEK LITERATURE. Wright, W. C. A short 
history of Greek literature, from Homer 
to Julian. N. Y., American Book Co., 
1907. 5-543 p. D. 

Bibliography (8 p.). 

Harris, Joel Chandler. Bibliography of the 
works of Joel Chandler Harris; comp. by 
Katharine Hinton Wootten. (Jn Carnegie 
Library of Atlanta Bulletin, May-June, 
1907.) 

A six-page classified list, forming the entire 
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number of the Bulletin; it is a tentative list 
preliminary to the more complete bibli- 
ography which the library will publish in the 
near future. There are descriptive annota- 
tions, indications of reviews, and brief biogra- 
phical data. A portrait of Mr. Harris appears 
on the cover page of the Bulletin. 

History. Lasteyrie, R. de, and Vidier, A. 
Bibliographie des travaux historiques et 
archéologique publiés par les sociétés sa- 
vantes de la France. v. 2. Paris, Imp. 
nationale, 1907. p. 301-400. 4°. 

Jews. American Jewish year book, 5668, 
September 9, 1907, to September 25, 1908; 
ed. by Henrietta Szold. Philadelphia, 
Jewish Publication Society of America, 
1907. 11-+557+89 p. D. 

American Jewish bibliography (17 p.). 

Liturcy. Vigourel, Rev. Adrian. A syn- 
thetical manual of liturgy; tr. from the 
French by Rev. J. A. Mainfa. Baltimore, 
John Murphy Co., 1907. c. 19+251 p. D. 
Bibliography (7 p.). 

MayrieLp’s Cave. Banta, Arthur M. The 
fauna of Mayfield’s Cave. Washington, 
Carnegie Institution, 1907. 114 p. il. Q. 
Bibliography (6 p,). 

Miran. Ady, Cecilia M. A history of Milan 
under the Sforza, N. Y., Putnam, 1907. 
12+351 p. O. 

Bibliography (6 p.). 

Mississippi, Valley of the. [Reading list: 
31 titles.) (Jn St. Louis Public Library 
Bulletin, November, p. 159.) 

New Jersey. [Newark Free Public Li- 
brary] New Jersey state publications in 
history, geology, geography, climate, re- 
sources, industries, and other topics; 
comp. by Mary E, Fannan. Published for 
Free Public Library, Newark, N. J., Sep- 
tember, 1907. 16 p. D. 

Records 55 titles briefly and untechnically, 
with descriptive comment. 

Owen, Robert. Podmore, Frank. Robert 
Owen: a biography. 2 v. N. Y., Apple- 
ton, 1907. 15+346+12-688 p. pors. O. 
Bibliography (13 p.). 

Parts. Reynolds-Ball, E. A. Paris in its 
splendor, Boston, Dana Estes & Co., 1907. 
[New ed.] 2 v., il. D. 

Bibliography (7 p.). 

RerorM scHoots. Snedden, D. S. Adminis- 

tration and educational work of American 
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juvenile reform schools. N. Y., Teachers’ 


College, Columbia University, 1907. 3-206 
p. O. 
References (1 p.); General bibliography 

(2 p.). 

San Francisco EARTHQUAKE. Gilbert, G. K., 
and others. The San Francisco earth- 
quake and fire of April 18, 1906, and their 
effects on structures and structural mate- 
rials: reports. Washington, 1907. 12+ 
170 p. O. (U. S. Geological Survey bulle- 
tin, Structural materials.) 

List of papers relating to the earthquake 

and fire (3 p.). 


Stock ratsinc. St. Joseph Free Public Li- 
brary. List no. 7: Stock raising; Dis- 
eases of stock; Horses, riding and driving; 
Packing horses; Meat inspection; Refrig- 
eration. September, 1907. 4 p. 

Wates. Cardiff Public Library. Bibliog- 
raphy of Wales: a record of books in 
Welsh or relating to Wales. no. 24. Oc- 
tober, 1907. 10 p. O. 

Records publications issued since January, 

1907. 

INDEXES 
Technical Literature (220 Broadway, New 

York),, useful to librarians for its excellent 
“Index to technical articles in current peri- 
odical literature,” adopted a new format with 
its September issue. It now appears in 
regular octavo magazine form, and the num- 
ber of pages has been largely increased 
for each issue. The changes add to the at- 
tractiveness and usefulness of the magazine, 
but the fact that they were made in the 
middle of a volume will be a serious incon- 
venience to libraries which bind this publi- 
¢ation. 


Hotes and Queries 


LooSE-LEAF METHOD IN ENCYCLOPAEDIAS.— 
Thomas Nelson & Sons, in their new ency- 
clopaedia, have introduced the principle of 
the loose ledger sheet, an important improve- 
ment in permitting a work of this character 
to be kept up to date instead of passing into 
the “obsoletes.” By an ingenious device, a 
sheet or single leaf covering a subject on 
which there is important new information 
can be removed from the volume and replaced 
by a new sheet or new leaves bringing the 
matter up to date. The volume can then be 
te-locked and the cover replaced, so that 
it is “as good as new.” 

THE LIBRARY WITH ONE READER. — An item 


has been going the rounds of the press say- 
ing that the librarian of the Carnegie Library 
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at Charleroi had but one reader the past 
year, owing to the local tendency to indulge 
in bridge and like diversions. The only 
Charleroi known to the gazetteer is in Wash- 
ington county, Pennsylvania, where the item 
was localized by one newspaper. But no 
Carnegie or other library can be found 
there, an inquiry so addressed having been 
returned by the postmaster. There is a li- 
brary, but not a Carnegie library, at Charle- 
voix, Mich., but Edna S. Green, the librarian, 
reports that this library has 300 patrons, with 
a good daily average. Unless a library at 
Charleroi, Pa., has died of inanition and left 
v4 sign, the item is probably an amusing 
ake. 


DISTRIBUTION OF CATALOG OF BEST BOOKS SE- 
LECTED FOR PUBLIC LIPRARIES OF Norway. — 
While in Christiania last summer, Dr. Karl 
Fischer, of the University Library, the editor 
of the new library periodical of Norway and 
the expert of the Church Department in mat- 
ters relating to public libraries, informed me 
that the department would be able to supply 
to American libraries, whose constituencies in- 
cluded Scandinavians or readers interested in 
Scandinavian literature, a number of copies of 
the catalog of best books selected for the pub- 
lic libraries of Norway. The selection repre- 
sents the best thought of the best authorities 
and the list should, therefore, be of import- 
ance for libraries which, because of their con- 
stituencies, are called upon to purchase books 
in Norwegian, Swedish and Danish literature 
and history. 

Requests should be addressed to Dr. Karl 
Fischer, care of Kirkedepartementet, Chris- 
tiania, Norway. J. C. M. Hanson. 


LISTs OF BEST BOOKS ISSUED BY THE LIBRARY 
AssocraTion. — During the conference of the 
Library Association at Glasgow, Sept. 16-19, 
the last issue of the list of best books, com- 
piled under the supervision of Mr. Hopwood, 
came in for much favorable mention. As 
American and English public libraries pur- 
chase, in a large measure, the same books, and 
in view also of the fact that it would form 
an admirable supplement to the “A. L. A. 
catalog,” the A. L. A. Booklist and the New 
York State Library list, it would seem that 
this publication might well be called to the 
attention of American librarians. So far only 
a few scattering copies have found their way 
into the libraries on this side. As near as I 
recall it, the price was 1s. 6d. per copy, and 
it may presumably be obtained by addressing 
the Library Association, Whitcomb House, 
Whitcombstreet, Pall Mall East, London. 
Another publication described at the confer- 
ence, and which will prove of great value also 
to American libraries, is a “Catalog of chil- 
dren’s books,” on which Mr. Tedder and sev- 
eral of his associates have been at work for 
some time. This catalog is to appear in the 
near future. . C. M. Hanson. 
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G. SCHIRMER 


35 Union Square NEW YORK 


JUST PUBLISHED 
The Most Important Work of the Year in Musical Literature 


THE HISTORY OF MUSIC 


A HANDBOOK AND GUIDE FOR STUDENTS 
By WALDO SELDEN PRATT 


Professor of Music and Hymnology in Hartford Theoiogical Seminary. Lecturer on Music 
History at Smith College and at the Institute of Musical Art of the City of 
New York, Author of ‘‘ Musical Ministries in the Church.” 


Octavo, Cloth, List Price, $3.00 Net. 
THs work fills a gap in musical literature. It is the fruit of years of careful preparation. The whole 
subject is presented in a single volume of less than 700 pages. Systematic arrangement and com- 
pactness of statement give the book an encyclopedic character. 


* The House of Schirmer have published here a very important addition to the musica) literature of 
the English-speaking world. We can state at the outset that this history is the most thorough one- 
volume work on the subject, not only in America but in the world. We say this with a full knowledge 
of the excellent Musical History of Baltzelland of Mathews in English, aod of Brendl,or Von Dommer, or 
Reissmann, in German, and of the chief French and Italian works on thistopic. That Americashould take 
the lead in a field which Germany has hitherto made so peculiarly her own is an epoch-making event. 
This book, Finck’s ** Life of Wagner,” and the two musical works of Edward Dickinson (of Oberlin 
College), place American musical iiterature upon a higher pedestai than it has hitherto occupied. . : 
It is a work which we can unstintedly praise, and we are proud of the fact that it was writtenin 
America.’ 


(Extract from review by LOUIS C. ELSON in the Boston Daily Advertiser, Nov. 3, 1907) 


WHY “PAGANS”? 


HE term “ pagan” literally means villager, rustic, or barbarian, and as used by 
Christians means an idolatrous or godless man—a heathen: A heathen means a 
heather-man, bushman, or savage! Now consider the absurdity of applying this 

term pagan to the old Greek philosophers, Secrates, Plato, and Aristot/e, three of the 
greatest minds in the history of religion, ethics, ard philosophy. These men were not 
rustics or barbarians and not god/ess, but eminently * godly,"’ and represented the highest 
urban culture. In their works will be found the most exalted conceptions of God, the 
Soul, and a life of virtue. In the words of Socrates, 500 years before the New Testament 
was written, will be found a clearer statement of the doctrine of the immortal soul and 
its future states of probation, reward, and punishment than can be found in any part of 
the Bible. And in Plato’s Dialogues will be found a perfect statement of the Golden 
Rule, 400 B. C., and also a full statement of the modern utilitarian theory of ethics in terms 
identical with that given by our greatest modern evolutionist, Herbert Spencer. To get 
a true idea of “ pagan” teachings and correct popular misconceptions, read vol. 1 of Evo- 
lution of Ethics by the Brooklyn Ethical Association, entitled 7he “Ethics of the Greek 
Philosophers, 333 pages, 21 illustrations, including many portraits of the philosophers and 


a Life of Socrates. 
PRICE, $2.00 AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 


CHAS. M. HIGGINS & CO., Publishers 


Main Office: 271 Ninth St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Branches Chicago and London 
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LIBRARY ORDERS 


For a number of years we have been unusually successful in 
filling the orders of 


PUBLIC, SCHOOL and 
COLLEGE LIBRARIES 


No other house in the country has better facilities for handling this 
business, as our comprehensive stock of books of all publishers makes the 
promptest service possible, and our long experience enables us to give 
valuable aid to libraries. We solicit correspondence from libraries not 
already purchasing their books from us. 


Write for our new LIBRARY CATALOG OF 3500 VOLUMES to be issued soon 
LIBRARY DEPARTMENT 


# A. C. McCLURG & CO. 


215-221 WABASH AVENUE, CHICAGO 


OTTO HARRASSOWITZ—Leipzig, Germany 


LIBRARY ACENT Oorrespondence Solicited 


REFERENCES (by special permission of the librarians): Library of Congress (Washington, D.C.), 
Harvard University Library (Cambridge, Mass.), the Newberry Library (Chicago, IIl.), Chicago Public Library 
(Chicago, Ill.), University of Chicago Press (Chicago, Ill.), Princeton University Library (Princeton. N. J.) 
Cleveland Public Library (Cleveland, Ohio), Library University of California (Berkeley, Cal.), University of 
Cincinnati Library (Cincinnati, Ohio), Johns Hopkins University Library (Baltimore, Md.), Library ‘Catholic 
University (Washington, BD. C.), Library Brown University (Providence, R.1.), Library Association of the Bar 
(New York), Library University of Oregon (Eugene, Oregon) Library Adelbert College Western Reserve 
University (Cleveland, O ), Library Boston Athenwum (Boston, Mass.), Bowdoin College Library (Brunswick, 
Maine), Hebrew Union College Library (Cincinnati, O.), Kenyon College library (Gambier, O.), Library 
University of Tennessee (Knoxville, Tenn.), Oberlin College Library (Oberlio, O.), Library Washington University 
(St. Louis, Mo.), Library University of Wisconsin (Madison, Wis.), Watkinson Library (Hartford, Conn ), Trinity 
College Library (Durham, N. C.). 


FURNITURE 


New and handsome designs‘ of Furniture for Libraries, Banks and 
Offices. Personal attention given to Plans and Layouts. Estimates 
made on Complete Library Equipment. 

CORRESPONDENCE INVITED 


CEO. B. MELENEY & CO. 


1044 First Nat. Bank Bidg. 


119 Monroe Street CHICACO 


December, 1997] 


Mssociation 
Publishing Board 


34 NEwsury STREET, Boston 


A. L. A. BOOKLIST 


Volume 4 begins with the January number. Send $1.00 for one 
yeai's subscription, or 15 cents for a single copy. 

It is an annotated list of the current books suitable for small 
libraries, and forms a supplement to the A. L. A. Catalog with helps 
for the catalogers. 


PRINTED CATALOG CARDS 


Old South leaflets, vol. 1-7 ‘ : ‘ ; $ 2.95 
Cards for vol. 7 only. 50 
Smithsonian Reports 1886-1905 10.60 
Warner Library ‘ . 6.00 
Reed’s Modern Eloquence 5.00 
Annals of American Academy . 5.88 


The Publishing Board is prepared to print catalog cards for the 8 
volumes of the International Congress of Arts and 
Sciences, St. Louis, published by Houghton, Mifflin & Co., also 
for the modern dramas which appear in Poet Lore.  Li- 
braries wishing to purchase such cards, if issued, at the rate of 75c. 
per 100 cards, are requested to report to the Secretary of the 
Publishing Board. 


FOREIGN BOOK LISTS 


Intended to aid librarians in selecting suitable books in foreign 
languages. Annotations in English, with information about buying. 


No. 2. HUNGARIAN Books 15 CENTS 


Compiled by Miss J. M. CAMPBELL, of the Passaic Public Library. 


No.1. GERMAN Books 50 CENTS 


by Miss EMMA GATTIKER, for the Free 
Library Commission. 


Send for a full Circular of A.L.A. Publications 
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READY EARLY JN 1908 

THE | 

Annual American Catalogue | 
1907 . | 


will include a cumulation of the years 1905-06-07 | 
in one alphabet, together with the single alphabet | 
comprising the Weekly Record material of the Pus. | 
LISHERS’ WEEKLY for 1907. It thus provides, with | 
the Five-Year Cumulation mentioned below, a com- | 
| 
| 
| 


plete two-alphabet record of book publications, from | 
January 1, 1900, to January 1, 1908. | 


The American Catalog | 


Five-Year Cumulation 
1900-01-02-03-04 


COMPLETE and carefully compiled one- 
A alphabet index covering the books published 
during the period Jan. 1, 1900, to Jan. I, 1905, all 
books being entered at least three times, by author, 
title and subject, and by “series,” if in such. 

A compact octavo of 1300 double-column pages. 


Price, bound in half morocco, $7.50 


Qa A companion volume, containing the valuable biblio- 
graphical material, printed in the Weekly Record of 
THE PuB.LisHeRS’ WEEKLY during the same five- 
year period, arranged by years, can be had also. 


Price of the set in uniform half morocco, $15.00. 


Ofice of THE PUBLISHERS’ WEEKLY 
298 BROADWAY (P. O. Box 943) New York 
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THE KLIP BINDER 
BINDER ENGINEERING NEWS 


rary. You can bind 
your own pamph- 
lets, Magazines, 


g Book Derarrmen T= 


Sample box, sent 
postpaid, consisting 


of twoAvips,oteach | Publishes a large number of standard 
engineering works, and has ex- 


pair Keys, for7s cts, 

y ret d if not satisf ed pric ion: facilitie 

list request Satisfactory. Illustrated price ceptional facilities for supplying 
promptly, the books of other pub- 


H. i. BALLARD, 253 South St., Pittsfield, Mass. | jishers, technical or otherwise. 


’ 1 will undertake Send for Catalogue and 
Magazines. to supply any Circular of Select Books 
magazine or review published, at a price | suitable fora 
per copy depending upon its market value, | 


or the cos: of finding same, if not on hand. MEDIUM-PRICED 
I have considerably over 500,000 magazines TECH N ICAL Li BRARY 


in stock, and the assortment is as varied 


as the production of the periodical press for We shall be pleased to give informa- 

the last one hundred years. A Business- tion regarding books on any subject. 

like query with list of wants will be met by — — 

a prompt and business-like reply. . . 220 BROADWAY: NEW YORK 


A. S. CLARK 


F. A. BROCKHAUS, Leipzig, Querstrasse 16 


Founded 1805. BRANCH HOUSES IN LONDON AND PARIS 


European Agent for a great number of American University Libraries, Colleges, Govern- 
ment Institutions and Collectors in the United States and Canada. 
Houses at LEIPZIG for German and General Literature; in LONDON and PARIS for 


English and French. 

Peculiar facilities for prompt filling of Library orders at reasonable prices. Special atten- 
tion paid to the purchase of sets and old and rare books, Periodicals promptly supplied either 
by my own shipments or by bookpost. 

Own bookbinding establishments : Excellent workmanship, best material, correct lettering. 


Brockhaus’ Monthly List of New Books sent post free on application. 


CORRESPONDENCE SOLICITED 


KEGAN PAUL, TRENCH, TRUBNER & CO., Ltd., 


PUBLISHERS AND LIBRARY AGENTS, 


Dryden House, Gerrard Street, W., London, Eng., 
Having extensive experience in supplying PUBLIC LIBRARIES, MUSEUMS, GOVERNMENT 
INSTITUTIONS, etc., at Home and Abroad, with Miscellaneous Requisites, Books (New and 
Second-hand), or Periodicals in all Languages, offer their Services to LIBRARIANS, SECRE- 
TARIES, AND OTHERS. Careful attention given to every detail, Exceptional Facilities for 
obtaining Forcign and Scarce Books, BINDING OF EVERY DES€RIPTION UNDERTAKEN. /eriodicais 
ee Newspapers Promptly Supplied as issued. Books Shipped to all parts of the World at Lowest 
ates. 


TERMS ON APPLICATION, ALSO LIST OF LIBRARY APPLIANCES, HANDBOOKS, ETC. 
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WHAT WE ARE DOINC FOR LIBRARIANS 


We now have the most efficient department for the handling of Library orders. 


1. The largest miscellaneous stock in the centre of the largest book 
market in the country. 
2. Greatly increased facilities for the importation of English publications. 


3. Competent bookmen to price lists and collect books. 
All of this means prompt and complete shipments and right prices. 
Send for our (A) Library Catalogue, (B) Clearance Catalogue, (C) 


Monthly Bulletin. bo 
THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., Bookse/iers, 33-37 E, (1th St., New York TI 
Stechert, G. & Co., 129-133 West 20th St., New 
2 teiger, E 0., 25 Park Place, New Yor 
Who Issue Catalogs of Rare Books, “Remainders” publications in all departments.) 
and Slightly Used Books. Taylor, T Taunton, Mass. (Specialty, Pam- 
phiets Relating to America.) 
i= Thayer, H Newtonville, Mass. (Theological.) 
DOMESTIC. Cc. Trenton, (Anything relating to 
. ew specialty. 
Am. Exchange, P. O. Box 587, St. Louls, Union Libra Association, <4 East, 23 d New 
Anderson, John R., 67 Fifth Ave., New York. 
Bartlett, No J & Co., 28 28 Cornhill, Boston, Mass. FOREIGN. 
Book AE ‘ba. Conn, (Reference Books.) | Allen, E. G., & Son, 28 Henrietta St., London. 
Bcston Book Co., Boston, Mass. (Larger stock of Baer, Joseph, & Co., Hochstrasse 6, Frankfort, Ger. 
magazine sets than all other dealers combined.) Baker’s Great Bookshop, 14-16 John Bright St., Bir- 
Brentano's, Publishers and Booksellers, Union Sq., mingham, England. 
New York. Brill, E. J., Oriental Printer and Publisher, Leiden, 
Britnell, A., 241 Yonge St., Toronto, Canada. ; Hollan 
Burrows rothers Company, Cleveland, Ohio. a F. A. Querstrasse 16, Leipzig, Germ. 
Remainders.) Brown, 5 Castle Edinburgh, Scotland. 
Cmte, Albany, N. Y. stock of Pe- | Edwards, F., 83 High London. 
ical Sets in the Worl Gilhofer & ‘Ransch urg, I. Bognergasse 2. Vienna, = 
Cover, Co., E. Water St., Milwaukee, Wis, Austria. (Old Books, Prints, 
Clark, A. S., 218 Washington Street, P ll, N. Harrassowitz, Otto, Queerstrasse 14, ipzig, 
Y. (Any catalogue issued by me tells the story many. 
better than I can here.) Hiersemann, Karl W., Kénigsstrasse 3, Leipzig, 
Crawford, A. J., 4th and Chestnut Sts., St. Louis, Mo. Germany. 
DeWolfe & iske Co., The Archway Bookstore, 20 unk, W., Berlin, Kurfurstendamm. (Science.) iy 
Franklin St., Boston, Mass. aineburg’s, Dr. H., rtiment und Antiquariat. ot 
Engelke, Geo., 280 N. Clark St., Ging, & Til. (Praz Gais.) Karlsstr. 4, Miinchen, Germ. (Na 
Foley, P. K., 14 Beacon St., Boston, tural and Social Sciences.) 
Goo speed’s Bookshop, sa Park St., Boston, Mass. | McKenzie, Jas., 238 Buchanan St., Glasgow, Scotland, be 
: Gregory, H., 116 Union St., Providence, R. I. Moggs Bros., 109 Strand, London, Eng. 
rl Havens, R. R., Co., 153-157 West 23d St., New York, Malota, Franz, rv Wiedenerhof, Vienna, Austria. x 


(Special to libraries.) 
Humphrey, G. P. Spring St., Rochester, N. Y. 
Huntting, The ., Co., Springtield, Mass. cw. 


Kimball Bros., 618 Broadway, Albany, N. Y. 
make a specialty of Americana.) 
Ladd, Niel Morrow, Book Co., 6 -648 Fulton St., 


Brooklyn, N. Y. (Send list of Books Wanted.) 
Lauriat, Chas. E., Co., » 383 Washington St., Boston. 
Lemcke & Buechner East r7th St., New York. 


Littlefield, George E., ,* Cornhill, Boston, Mass. 

peneeee & Co., Joseph, Albany, N. Y. 

Madigan, P. F.. 24 East 21st St., New York. 

Malkan, Henry, 18 Broadway. New York. 

McDevitt-Wilson Bargain Look Store, 1 and 10 Bar- 

clay St., New York. 

McLean, S. F., & Co., 46 Bible House, New York. 

John Jos., 1229 Arch St., ila., 
mericana, General F istory, Science, — 

Matthews, L. S., & Co., 2623 Olive St., Louis, Ge 

Mendoza, Isaac, 17 Ann St., New Yo? 

Merriam, R. H., 419 Garrison St., Fremont, Ohio. 

Morris Book Shop, 152 Wabash Ave., Chicago, Ii. 

Philadelphia Magazine Depot, 326 N. roth St., Phila., 


Pa. J. Kuhlman, Prop. 
Preston & Rounds Co., Providence, R. I. 
Rosenbach Co., 1320 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 
(Americana, English Lit. Mss., Early Printing.) 
Schulte, Theo. E.. 132 East 23d St., New York. 
(Americana, General Literature, Theology.) 
Skinner, John, 44 North Pearl St., Albany, N. Y. 


(America, Old English Literature, Autographs.) 


Importations of books consigne 


Nij ~~ Nobelstraat 18, The Hague, Hol- 

Quaritch, Bernard, 11 Grafton St., New Bond St., 
London, England. 

Antiquariat (Ludwig), Hildegardstrasse 

16, Munich, rmany. (American Books and 


Rosenthal’s 
Prints Inounabien mss., Rare Books, Prints.) 
Stechert, G. E., & Co., New York, Leipzig, London, 


Paris. 
Steiger, E.. & Co., 25 Park Place, New York. 
(Supply foreign dealers’ catalogs in all depart- 


London, 


Stevens, B 7 & Brown, 4 Trafalgar Sq., 
London, 


Stevens, Son e Stiles, 39 Great Russell St., 
W. C.. (Americana and Economics.) 
Tercuem, Em., 19 Rue Scribe, Paris, France. 
Welter, H., 4 Rue B. Palissy, Paris, France, 
for _—- (300,000 vols., second-hand, in 

stock). 


TICE & LYNCH 


Custom house Brokers 
45 William St., New York 


consigned to our care will 
receive careful attention 


\ 
be 


December, 1907] THE LIBRARY JOURNAL CCXXxi 


27 St. 6, Putnam’s Sons, 24 
LIBRARY ACENTS. 


ESSRS. PUTNAM have peculiar facilities for handling all library business in- 
telligently and to the best advantage of their customers. 

Their Branch House in London (through which they receive English orders for 
American books) enables them to supply, promptly, English books, without the com- 
mission usually paid by American dealers. 

Their extensive miscellaneous and retail business makes it practicable to buy all 
books at the lowest prices, to carry a large stock of standard books inevery depart- 
ment of literature, and to keep in touch with the current publications the day. 
Their business experience covers more than half a century. 


CHARLES SCRIBNER’S SONS 


153, 155 and 157 Fifth Avenue, New York City BOOKSELLERS 


E invite the attention of LIBRARIANS to our extensive and complete stock of 
English and American books of all publishers supplied at the lowest market rates. 


SEND FOR CATALOGUES 
FOREIGN BOOKS imported free of duty. Special attention given to 
obscure and out of print publications. 


THE BOOK BUYER, a monthly magazine devoted to books, authors and literary 
affairs, with a special department for matters of interest to LIBRARIANS, will be 


sent free to any library on application. 


OUR BOOK BUSINESS 


bas grown steadily year by year until now our Philadelphia store sells more books than any 
other American retail house, and our New York store is a close second. 

The reason is simply this: we carry a most comprehensive stock, buy when and where 
books can be had to the best advantage, taking them in such lots as will command the lowest 
possible prices. 

Our facilities for supplying libraries, both private and public, are of the very best. New 
books are on our tables the day of publication, and nearly always at less than publishers’ prices. 

Our NEW BOOK CATALOGUE is ready. Kindly let us know if you wish a copy. 


PHILADELPHIA) JOHN WANAMAKER NEW YORK 


H. SoTHERAN & Co.. 


Booksellers, Bookbinders, and Publishers, and General Agents in 
Europe for Private Bookbuyers and Public Institutions in America. 


With exceptionally long experience in Library Agency, they can promise the best care, dili- 
gence, and discretion in everything relating to it, and in small matters as well as great 


A Monthly Catalogue of Second-Hand Books (‘' Sotheran's Price-Current of Literature,”) post free. 


140 Strand, W.  C., and 37 Piccadilly, W.: London, 
Telegraphic Address: BOOKMEN, LONDON. Codes: UNICODE and A BC. 
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DIRECTORY OF LIBRARY SUPPLIES. 


ADHESIVE P. 

GUMMED ALPHAB 
Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, N. Y. 

Heiden Patent Book Cover Co., Springfield, Mass. 

Litrary Bureau, 530 Atlantic Ave., Boston, Mass. 
BINDING. 


Argel Guardian Press, Boston 
H, Blackwell, roth St. and PL, N. Y. 


City. 

As 55 Gth N. 

Miss: ristiansen, Art Se 36 E. gee St., 


mes Bros., 142-144 E. soth St., N. 

Pfister Bookbinding Co., 141 2sth St. 
. Rufus Wales. arlboro, 


BOOK COVERS, LABELS i BINDERS. 


Gaylerd Brothers, Syracuse, N 
=e den Patent Book Cover Co., Soringheld, Mass. 
& Co., Pittsburgh, Pa. 


P. F, Van Everen, 60 Ann St., Y. City. 
Weis Binder Co., Toledo, O. 
BOOK PLATES. (Ex Libris.) 


Robert Sneider Co., Engravers, 145 Fulton St., N. Y. 


BOOK STACKS, LIBRARY FURNITURE, ETC. 
Metal Construction Co. N. 
Cornell Iron Works, N." Y. 
taller & Smith, 298 Broadway, N. City. 
Library Bureau, 530 -——} Ave., Boston. 
Geo. Meleney & Co., St., ‘Chicago. 
& Co., Jersey City, 


CARBON PRINTS an 


Braun, Clement & Co., sth Ave., 
Cosmos Picture Co., 4 
Perry Pictures Co., M 


CARD AND FILING CABINETS, hay 


Art Metal Construction Co., Jospestoma 
Clarke & Baker Co., 258 Canal St., ae Guy. 
Giobe Wernicke Co., Broadway, Y. City 
Koller & Smith, 298 Broadway, N,. City. 
Bureau, 5 Ave., 

& , 215-221 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 


Gi. 


The Macy Co., 343 Broadway N. Y. City. 
Scrantom, Wetmore & Co., Rochester, x. ¥. 
Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


CATALOG CARDS. 
Clarke & Baker Co., ost Canal St., N. Y. City. 
Glebe Wernicke Co.. = Broadway, Y. City. 
Koller & Smith, 298 Broadway, N. Y “City. 
Library Bureau, s30 Atlantic Ave., Boston. 
A G eure Co., 215-221 Wabash Ave., Chicago, 


Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


INKS, MUCILAGE, PASTE, CLIPS, ETC. 
Arabol Mfg. Co., too William St., New York. 
Bookbinders’ Flexible Glue and Library Paste. 
Clipper Mfg. Co., New York. 

Cushman & Dennison, 244 W. 25d St., Y. City. 
Empire Paste Co., 35-37 Duane St., new York. 
Gaylord Bros., Syracuse, N. 

C. M. Hig ins & Co., 271 oth St., Rew Yori 
Niagara Clip Co., 123 Liberty St.. New k City. 
Sieber & Trussell Mfg. ye “Louis, Mo. 


L. E. Waterman & Co., N. Y. *" 
The Wire Novelty Co., Holyoke, ass. 


LADDERS. 
Bicycle Step Ladder Co., 65 Randolpz St., Chicago. 
Prtnam & Co., 244 Water St. = 4 a City. 
LETTER COPYING MACHINES AND 
DUPLICATORS. 
Lauton & Co., 30 Vesey St., New York; 59 Dearborn 


St., Chicago, [Il. 
Yawman & Erbe Mfg. Co., Rochester, N. Y. 


SITUATIONS WANTED. 


A GENTLEMAN possessing fair knowledge of Latin 
and modern European languages and technical library 
experience desires an afternoon es ement from 2 to 5, 
in New York City. Apply to eM Y -, Office of Tue 
Liprary Journac, 


FOR SALE 


FOR SALE.—Catalogue Card Index Case, 40x 34x20 
inches, containing 50 drawers, standard size, with metal 
handles and title holders, and alphabetical letters in 
black and gold. There are about 25,cco names and ad- 
dresses (many of the addresses obsolete) in the drawers, 
with vowel alphabet, subject index cards for each 
drawer all on the steel rods. Case has rolling sliding 
door with lock. Price, $50.00. T. E. Scuutts, 132-East 
23d Street, New York, N. Y. 


DAVID FARQUHAR 


Library Bookbinder 


Binders to over 750 Libraries 


ORIGINATOR OF THE FAMOUS 
NEW PROCESS LIBRARY BINDING 


Fair Oaks St., Cambridge, Mass., U.S.A. 


FIRST EDITIONS OF MODERN AU- 
THORS, 
including Dickens, Thackeray, Lever, Ainsworth, Steven- 
son, Jefferies, Hardy. Books illustrated by G. and R. 
Cruikshank, Phiz, Rowlandson, Leech, etc. The largest 
and Choicest Collection offered for Sale in the world. 
Catalogues issued and sent post free on application. 
Books bought.-WALTER T. SPENCER, 27 
New Oxford &%.. W.©.. Londen, England 


U. S$. GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS 


A SPECIALTY. 
Largest Stock in Existence. 


Ww. H. LOWDERMILK & CO., 
1424-6 F Street, Washington. D. C. 


Wituiam R. Jenkins Co. 
French Beoks 


FOREIGN 
Sixth Ave. & 48th St. - Mew York 


Ne Branch Stores. Send for Catalogues. 


OOKS.—All out-of-print books supplied, 

no matter on what subject. Write us. 

We can get you any book ever published. 

Please state wants. When in England call 

and see our 50,000 rare books. BAKER'S 

GREAT BOOKSHOP, 14-16 John Bright 
Street, Birmingham, England. 
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Bibliographical Helps 


1sSVUED FROM 


THE PVBLISHERS WEEKLY OFFICE 


The Publishers’ Weekly 
Recognized as the representative of the publisb- 
ing and bookeelling interests in the United "Seater. 
Contains full weekly record of American publica- 
tions, with monthly indexes, cumulated quartensy, | 
pews of interest concerning. the book trade, 


of “Book Wanted,” (an advertising feature 


which each subscriber can use without charge 


The Library Journal 


Chiefy devoted to lib and bib- 
liography. Established 1876. Published 
monthly. Subscription $4.00 a yest, postpaid; 
single, mumbers; 35 cents. Price Europe or 
other countries in the Union, 
ttumbers, 18, 6d. 


the extent of 100 lines per = ete., ne “Sub The Library Index to Periodicals and 


scription, $4.00 a year; 
$5.00 a year. 

The American Catalog, 1900-1905 
Vol, th contains a five- an 
1900-Jan.- 1, 1905, giving in one 
author, titte and subject, information 4 the books 
issued during the years covered by this ays 
It also contains a directory of 
with street addresses. 


‘II or Supplementary volume full- 
tith entries with annotations the 
Weekly Record of The Publisher Werkly, cumu- 
lated into an alphabet for each yar i.e, into five 
alphabets 1900, oT, 02, 03, a4. This is Planned tc to 
answer the demand of such libraries, bookdeal 

and others as want tae fall material ~ Kn Pub. 
lishers’ Weekly bibliographical system vailabie 
Svo, half $7.50. The set of 
two, $15 

Of the previous series of Tax American Carta- 


of print. We have remaining @ few cczies of the 
volumes {890-95 and 1895-1900, bound in half 
morocco, $15.00 each. 


The Annual American Catalog 
Contains in one alphabet a record of all books pu 
lished during 1905, under author, title, subject "tnd 
séries entries; also under author's name an al 
betical list of the same titles with descriptive enue. 
tations from The Publishers’ Weekly, etc. 
cloth, $3.00. 

Same catalog for 1906, uniform binding, $3.00. 


The Publishers’ Trade List Annual 


Contains the latest crtalogues of upward of 200 
American publishers, contribu 
and arranged alphebctically by the firm-ne 
with smaller lists, fully indexed, at the end 
the volume, indispensable to every one yo 
any interest in the sale or purchase of 
Large Svo, cloth, Rs: 

Index tc the Publishers’ Trade List Annual, 
t904, out of print, 

-8vo, cloth, with thumb index, 
Index of 


The American Educational List 
Contains. a price-list of the in 
in the United States, arranged al pew Ad 
author's or editor’s name, aad detailed joct. 
index, referti from each specific subject to 
arthors of books on that subject. (Published 
Svo, leatherette, so cents. 


Whitaker's Reference Cat ue of 
Current Literature, 1906. (London, 


j. Whitaker & Sons.) 


trade price-lists of all the British 
trode, pater: publishers. ) 


leather binding, $5.00, 


Current Events 
Published monthly, with a quarterly cumulation 
(indexing the taken in most libraries, 


large and small), Subscription, $3.0e year. 
Single monthly numbers, 25 cents; q ly num- 
» $0 cents each. 


The Annual Library Index 

says. ters, etc., Bibliogra e 

crology and Index to Dates of Princi 

Edited, with the co-operation of mem of the 

American ray Association and of The Li 

Journal staff. by W. and H. 

Haines. (Publ ed annually.) vo, cloth, $3.50. 


English Catalogue of Books (Annaal) 
Containing a complete list of all the books pub 
lished iu Goent Britain and Ireland in the calen- 
dar year, with index to subjects. 6vo, cloth, $1.50. 


English Catalogue of Books, 1901-1905 
The record of these five years in one continuous 
alphabet. (Seventh enn of of series.) Syvo, half 


moroceo, $20.00, 


Directory of Publishers 
Contains names and addresses of 3876 firms 
m jan 1900 to jam. 3, 19%: rinted 
jimericon stalng.) leatherette, 


red 1.00. 


The Profession of Bookselling 
A handbook of for the 
and_ bookseller. OLL, managi: 
of The Publisher: pose of Book: 
seller's Library,” “Three Centuries of — 
Booktrade etc. Parts 1 2. Byo, 
boards, each $2.00. (Concluding part in prepar- 


ation.) 


Publications of Societies 


A provisional list of the publications of American 
nd societies, from their 


scientific, liter a 
organization. Compiled under the editorial di- 
rection of R. Schedules nearly 1 


societies and ves 
could be chained 

libraries. 8vo, paper, 


State Publications 
A provisional fist of the official 
the several States of the United States from their 
organization. Compiled under the editorial divec- 
tion of R. R. New England 


States. Part 2: North Cen States. Part da 
Western States and Territories. Part 
preperation) States. (For the complete 
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LIBRARIANS 


WE. are now preparing Our Fall 
catalogues of Old and Rare 


Books, and would be pleased to have 


you send -us_ lists of whatever 


DUPLICATES you may have re- 
lating to AMERICAN HISTORY, 
THE INDIANS, ete. 


As we make a= specialty of 
Americana, we are prepared to pay 


HIGHEST MARKET PRICES. 


Exchange your duplicates for 
NEW BOOKS. 


NIEL MORROW LADD COMPANY 


646-648 Fulton Street Cor.. Lafayette Avenue 
BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 
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